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ABOUT THE BIGSAS WORLD 2.0
by Dina Soc/joc/an

The Boyreuﬂ’w International Graduate School of African Studies (BIGSAS) is part of the Africa
Mu|’rip|e Cluster of Excellence funded |oy the German Research Foundation in the framework of the
Excellence Strategy of the German Federal and State Governments. In the focus of this unique
structure of creative and innovative training are opproximo’re|y 81 Junior Fellows from 26 African,
American, Asian and Europeon countries. The doctoral candidates benefit from a c|eor|y structured,
academic and career-oriented training as well as a genuine expertise in the African studies which has
increased continuously since the foundation of the University of Bayreuth. The international network
with Partner Universities on the African continent creates even more so excellent conditions for the

I’eS@CH’Cl’] O]C our JUI’]]OI’ FQHOWS.

This brochure includes all the essential blogposts since the inception of The BIGSAS World Blog in
February 2020. Over 30 posts have been published over the course of a year, focusing on both
Junior Fellows and BIGSAS alumni.

The b|og offers unique insigh’rs into the various spheres of the BIGSAS {Gmi|y; it exponds the
Graduates School media profi|e and visibi|i+y‘ CurrenHy, 81 Junior Fellows are Working at BIGSAS to
complete numerous scientific dissertation projects. The blog gives the doctoral candidates the
opportunity to present their current research projects in an interactive way, fo share their experiences

during their doctorate and to create and nurture their networks.

Enjoy reoding the brochure. Feel free to share it in all your networks!

WHO WORKS BEHIND THE SCENES?

Dina Sodjodon, initiator and chief Sofie Reinl, editor since Yao Sodjqdon, translator

editor until March 2021 (¢) DS December 2020 (c) SR since March 2020 (c) YS
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LANGUAGE TALENT, SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR AND
BIGSAS JUNIOR FELLOW - MEET THIERRY BOUD JEKEU

by Dina Sodjadan (March 10th 2020)

Thierry has now been a BIGSAS Junior Fellow
since December 2019, but Boyreuﬂ'l is not a new

p|oce for him. He came to Germony for his

Master's degree in 2015.

g rea”y like Bayreuf”r as a sfudy environment,

because of the international space".

The Universi’ry of Boyreu’rh and all  the
opportunities in Germony have been enriching

to him.

(c) Thierry Boudjekeu

He groduo’red in 2018, after comp|e+ing an exciting inJrernship at the UN in Bonn. He volunteered for
orgonisoﬁons such as Engogemerﬁ Global and worked for the German Coopero’rion back in his

home country Cameroon, where he exp|oreo| what is there for him. After all, his studies and life in

Boyrequh chonged l’]lm I am a new Cameroonian in a way.

As an ambitious translator and |i+erory scholar, the Cluster of Excellence: Africa Mu|+ip|e in Boyrequh
openeo| up an opportunity for a doctoral degree on the slave trade memory in Froncophone Africa.
A topic that has in+rigueo| him for many years and which s increqsing|y becoming the focus of

scientific and pub|ic attention.

"l had the opportunity to go back to my bucket list and get this slavery issue that
was always haunfing me - itis someH*)ing we do not rea”y talk about in
Francophone Africa, whereas there is a lot to say about this painful past and the
significanf consequences that the slave trade still has in Africa foday. My research
journey starts with the doctoral position within the project ‘Black Atlantic revisited” of
the Cluster”.

He erﬁhusiosﬁco”y describes the networks, the academic structure and the opportunities in Boyrequh.

"I am in the midst of people who are also in African studies, | am in the midst of
experienced researchers, BIGSAS Alumni for example, and | have the opportunity to

leverage their own experience, and learn from them."
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His project entitled “Writing the Slave Trade Trauma in Francophone Africa: An Ana|ysis of selected
Novels’, which is also part of the above-mentioned project, creafes cha”enging dimensions to which
Thierry intends to dedicate growing attention in the years to come. For him, the PhD is not just “full-
time job’, but an opportunity to explore a highly traumatic aspect of African history with a focus on
the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. He focuses on contemporary African novelists who brought this
concern to the Fore, name|y Leonora Miano, Kangni Alem and Wilfried N'Sonde to name a few.

Thierry's project is charged with emotion.

"It is an immensely important chap'l'er that needs to be dredged up in order to hear the voices of the
disappeared, pray for the deporfed, mourn the dead, achieve healing and gain back African self-
consciousness darkened and shadowed by the forgoHen", Thierry says.

What sounds ambitious can
cer’rain|y be imp|emen’reo|.
W hether in a dissertation, in a
work group in Bayreu’rh or in
an enfire worldwide network -
the world should get ready for
a new orientation of African
science and science on and with
Africa.  The  University  of
Bayreuth, with its affiliated
BIGSAS and the Cluster of
Excellence: Africa Mu|’rip|e,

offers an academic space that is

nowhere e|se to be ]COUI’]d. - (C) Thierry Boudjekeu

A space where exchange takes p|ace, not on|y on a scientific level. Bayreu’rh is an international hub

with connections to the whole world.

In addition to his academic work, Thierry dedicates himself to other initiatives. As a former president of
the Model African Union eV, raising awareness and discussing “African’ cha”enges with international
students is par’ricu|ar|y important to him. He is a|ways committed to meeting young activists,

academics, decision-makers and African conference par’riciparﬁs.

/A\S an experienced French TFOI’]S|CI'|'OI’ OI’]CI SOCiO| erﬁ'repreneur, Thierry owns a Jrrans|a+ion company -

TradSpace.com. With his company he contributes to a g|o|oa|iseo| world which is o|ay by day growing
closer Jroge’rl’mer. His love for |anguages took him to Ukraine, where he learned Russian. He is also an

amateur classical singer in his spare time.


https://www.marabout.de/miano/miano.htm
https://www.facebook.com/alemkangni
https://www.perlentaucher.de/buch/wilfried-n-sonde/das-herz-der-leopardenkinder.html
https://www.modelafricanunion.de/association-team-2017-2018/
https://tradspace.com/
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CONVIVIAL FELLOW AND A NEW REPRESENTATIVE -
MEET DIANA KISAKYE

by Dina Sodjadan & Diana Kisakye (April 4th 2020)

Some Junior Fellows (JF) have found a new home in Bayreuth and with the university the perfect
place to study. What at the beginning takes place rather coincidentally or by accidental contacts - the

journey to Bayreuth - turns out to be a profound decision for many: this is where | want to stay.

"Unlike other people, | didn't exac‘I'Iy seek out Bayreufl*w; it found me."

Diana earned a BSc. Degree from Makerere Universier (Kompo|o) in Maths and when she came to
Germony, she comp|e+e|y switched her studies. After comp|e+ing a BA in Kultur und Gesellschaft
Afrikas (Culture and Society Africa) and a MA in Deve|opmen+ Studies, she is now a JF ot BIGSAS.
Even though she had no academic background in social sciences, she saw other scholars as an
inspiration and wanted to look at the African continent from a scholarly angle. When she attended a
methods Workshop at BIGSAS in 2014 as a curious BA student, she declared herself as an ”ospiring
academic” and from thereon had one goo|: becoming part of BIGSAS in the future.

W hile Diana is an excellent exomp|e of 's+or+ing over' in a new o|isci|o|ine, she continues to dive into
new academic waters. She is also an employee to the Cluster of Excellence: Africa Multiple (from
hereon: 'Cluster'). The project ”Mu|+ip|ici+v in Decision—Moking of Africa's Interacting Markets: The

Func’rioning of Community Law, the Role of Market Porﬁcipon’rs and the Power of Regionadl ]udge_s”

combines Development Economics, Political Studies and International Law. Diana is a versatile student
who does not hesitate to face new discip|inory cho”enges. Her determination alone is not the on|y
reason she quc1|h(ies as a team member of the above-mentioned project. What drew Diana to the

MuDAIMa project was the in’rerdisciphnory opprooch and the opportunity to be aoffiliated with
BIGSAS.

A new project awaits

For her PhD project, Diana is interested in the intersecting modalities of judicial po|i+ics and regiono|
infegrafion processes in Africa. "Even Jrhough Africa has proven to be fertile grounc/ for testing
international /ego/ regimes,” she adds, ”scl'lo/or/y accounts remain pessimistic in assessing these
experiments." Her work seeks to shed light on how Regional Economic Community courts in Africa are
cho”enging international adjudication theories by pushing their expectations and breoking new ground.
Her PhD work takes an in-depth comparative approach of three REC courts to explore how African
REC courts construct and exercise their power. The research prioritises juo|ges and their l<e\/
constituencies as a window into unders’rqnding the adjudication processes and their impact on regiono|

infegration processes.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/991

Grounded in relational processes of informality, judicial agency, and the courts' utility purposes, the
study opens up new ways of thinking about the performance of international courts in non-Western
settings. It seeks to expand our understanding of some of the key players in regional politics whilst
unravelling intricate details about the rule of law in Africa.

In her current position on the MuDAIMa project, she is sfill in the process of jugg|ing around a lot of
work. Being part of a project, carrying out research, and de|ivering results do not release her from
her further PhD obligations. In addition to the project, she is also required to write her dissertation,
which in this case is linked to the 'Cluster' project but cannot be transferred one-to-one. However,
Diana has a good sense of synergies, which she benefits from as a doctoral student. For instance,
o|uring the Covid pondemic, she has had to cleve|op creative ways of doing fieldwork Jrnrougn
online inferviews and using existing documents while she awaits the chance to travel to her research

destinations.

Being a representative to her fellow co||ec|gues in the 'Cluster'

Nevertheless, as a doctoral student in the 'Cluster' and as a JF at BIGSAS, it may happen that one
sits between two chairs. These two instfitutions are interwoven with each other while maintaining
their independence. Meanwhile, there may also be doctoral students in 'Cluster’ projects who are
not yet able to Fu”y understand the purpose of BIGSAS. Diana considers it a privi|ege that she is
o|reody familiar with the Boyreu’rn structures. She has been in touch with BIGSAS for many years,
as several of her friends completed their graduate school research here. Besides, BIGSAS is seen as
an umbrella, "that grants you the rignfs fo do Jrnings, like opp/ying for funds, or to attend

workgroups". Thus, one can enjoy many advantages that support one's doctoral studies.

Going back to the doctoral students employed in the 'Cluster' and only later become part of
BIGSAS, there are still many open questions regarding structures and participation, rights, and
duties. Herefore, it is essential to reach out to these students in time and address them with the
right information. Diana sees this as her task and demonstrates her support by acting as a
representative for 'Cluster doctoral students'.

After being asked |oy the Dean of the 'Cluster' to come up with a representative to attend the
Academic Committee (AC) meetings, many students were not for’rncoming. She took it upon
herself to serve her co||eogues because she cares about her peers' advancement and getting their
grievances heard. When the democratic decision took p|oce to confirm her in her office, she was

noppy to support the 'Cluster' and improve the structure and Working |o|oce for her fellow students.
"I am somebody, who likes things to be done. If | can do them, then | do them!
And if | can't, or | think | don't have the capacity to do them, then | stay away".



Unlike the BIGSAS representatives, the position as a 'Cluster' PhD representative has not yet
imp|emen+eo| an incentive, such as a three-month extension or a regu|o+ion, eg. for how |ong one is
carrying the position. s that someJrhing that bothers her? No, she states: "We just started to do this.
And | see it as a vo/unfory fhing”. There is, of course, also a difference between the representative
positions at BIGSAS and in the 'Cluster'. The latter is less work, as one attends the AC meetings,
which are held three times a year. The rest of the work is done in one's free time, like sending out e-
mails. Diana emphasises that she would have done it anyway, as she is a "people person”. It is
honourable that she uses her resources on behalf of her fellow students because on|y as a group can

their voice be heard.

"If we understand that it is H‘)rough BIGSAS that we can get our voice as PhD
students heard and that we are not a separate entity from BIGSAS, then this would
help to overcome the current gap that some are speaking of. People have to
understand that all these calls we are making, through BIGSAS, are not intended to
bother them or take time away from their worI(ing schedule. On the contrary, it's there
to enable them to do their work better, in a more systematic way, to create a sense of
community, to create some guidance and some safe space for doctoral students to

know that fhey can come fhrough this institution to raise their concerns".

Diana's bigges’r concern, and task, is to
support the togetherness among all the
JF, those of the 'Cluster' and beyond.
"No one is an island", and all the
students have various groups they are
a part of. Coincidentally, we had this
inferview during the COVID-19 crisis,
and it is, especio”y in 'times like these',
essential fo stay connected and to uplift

each other.

(c) Diana Kisokye
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EDUCATION AS PASSION - MEET NGOZI EDEAGU
by Dina Sodjadan (May 26th 2020)

When Ngozi Edeogu arrived in Boyreu’rh in October 2019 she had o|reoo|y seen many other p|oces in
the world. She undertook schoo|ing in Nigerio, but also in the UK and in Asia, oHending international
schools and o|iving into different cultures. With degrees from the University of Nigeria and the
University of Oxford, she now found her way to Bayreuth. We are curious: What are her ideas for

the next years?

W hile she speoks about her experiences as a dedicated university teacher for hierory in Nigerio, she
stresses the importance of pursuing an additional degree for more upwards mobility in the academic
sector. When she researched for opportunities in Europe, Canada and the US, she came to the

realisation: | never thought of Germany’ - even though her brother was a student at the TU Munich

and Consfonf/y poinfeo’ out: "German schools are excellent’.

After some consideration and further research, she stumbled upon BIGSAS and opp|ied for the a
DAAD GSSP scho|orshi|o. Her co||eogues from Nigerio emphosized that in comparison to the UK, for

instance, “Germony is about the |ong-+erm re|o+ionshi|o”, an idea she reo||y liked.

“Germany is about the Iong-ferm relaﬁonsl’nip."

Addiﬁono”y, she got in touch with BIGSAS Alumnus Uchenna Oyo|i to inquire first-hand about the
doctorate in Germcmy and por’ricu|or|y at BIGSAS. He provided her with important information, gave
her proc+ico| advice and Jrhey are still in touch. What a great exomp|e for the BIGSAS network

s+re+ching across the world.
Her interest and |ong—+ime experience in

education spcrked the idea for a PhD

=
i e W project in which she explores the link

Commission Will Iyuire Into Fees Charged By ngeﬁﬁn Bamsters SEven Smdents Leave For Ul( Eﬂ},‘j.s:;:.ey

MEST AFR'CAN PILOT f‘wﬂ@*'":*’:: between newspapers, non-elite groups

irfmepmmnys o= and the decolonisation process in Nigeria
“ArmyGtOccupal MayBeStauonedanesanca. RussmWanlslndependenceForColonws ':,“‘;'nmlf"sa”f}: from 1937 to 1957. While at the time,
%‘::}"KM“E:&,&;?HM:" H-yw =Y ““,";';:,',f;';',',‘;‘;‘ﬁ,f:‘c‘:;‘,'ﬁ:;ﬁ“ subscribers pub|ished their grievances in

01 Late Dr Edward Cited - A . . .
Cosh O Lo Bl Mm. ik e MMPMLWM@L? newspapers like the West African Pilot,

ONDON. — Whil Germany

these newspapers were mos+|y pub|ished

in Eng|is|’1, which meant less access for

z gmmuw‘ C non-elite groups who she describes as
(c) West African Pilot / Ngozi Edeagu non- and semi-literate peop|e.

Furthermore, o|espi+e the |i+erocy

rate which was less than 6% at the time,
the non-elites were still able to air their
grievances and thus por’ricipo+ed in the

decolonisation ogendo.
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It is not on|y her current PhD project that highhghfs the signhciconce of education in every-do\/ life but
also her extra-curricular activities. Ngozi has been a passionate volunteer since primary school (yes,

that eor|y1) starting as a member of the Nigerian Red Cross Society. While she tries to summarise all
her past activities as a volunteer, one can see the love she carries for the peop|e around her from
participating in her country’'s National Youth Service Corps and various school alumni activities - to

name a l(QW - vo|un+eering hOS become a huge pOH' O]C her |i1(e.

So it was already clear that she would take up some volunteering in Bayreuth as well. When Ngozi
met Junior Fellow Hanza Diman, who is o|woys “full of ideas’, he introduced her to the
Afrika@school project (formerly BIGSAS@school). It only seemed natural for Ngozi, who has
experience ds a teacher, to he||o "change the narrative about Africa by engaging with students in
Bayreuth and the surrounding areas. She stresses that this is a responsibility that other Nigerian
university students like her have assumed in the past using organisations such as the African Students
Association in the US as early as the 1940s. While they were very committed in providing
information about Nigerio and |onguoge skills to the US-American Peace Corps, Ngozi sees her own

service in the community as a confinuation of their work.

"We need to educate people, especia”y with all the false

representations in school texts about Africa.”

In February 2020 a group of volunteers gave workshops for the 8th grade at a secondary school in
Boyreuﬂ'w. Ngozi says that it was a great experience for her, even ’rhough some students had funny
ideas about ‘Africol, eg. +|'1ey wondered if young peop|e owned mobile phones But of course,
educoﬁng peop|e - not just students, but senior citizens as well - is a constant process. So she wants
tfo continue, not on|y to provide her unique perspective fo others, but also to learn from different

peop|e. By o|oing that “there is going to be a connection” - one that ties different cultures Jroge’rher.

Comments on the blog

Meshack writes: Ngozi is very righf. | think there are
many misuno’ersfano’ings about Africans. There is
therefore an urgent need to educate the western world
to correct the idea that the average African is
bockworc/, CorrulmL and incorrigib/e, Africans are greof
peop/e who have the natural obi/ify fo exp/ore their

world and deal with all situations.

Nsese Ishola says: Great work Ngozi./ We need more volunteers like you fo
change the narrative.

Chiagka Nnodi adds: \/ery interesting. [ love this.
Ezenwa comments: \/ery en/ighfening. Kudos /\/gozi. Wish you all the best. (c) Ngozi Edeogu
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SIE HALT DIE FADEN IN DER HAND - IM GESPRACH MIT
LENA NAUMANN

by Dina Sodjadan (July 22nd 2020)

Wirft man einen Blick auf ihren \)\/erclegcmg, so erkennt man zwei pr(’jgende Elemente - zum einen
ihren Studienort und ihre Lebensmitte Boyreuﬂ']; zum anderen die Passion zu einer Vielzahl kultureller,

kiinstlerischer und musikalischer Projek’re. Heute im Gesprdch: Lena Naumann.

Eigenﬂich war Boyrequh nicht unbeding+ die erste Adresse, die Lena sich fur ihren Bachelor vorges’reHJr
hatte. Doch einige Jahre spdter ist die geb[jrﬁge Hessin immer noch in Oberfranken anzutreffen. Nach
dem Bachelorstudium Afrikanische Sprochen, Literatur und Kunst verbrachte sie ein gutes halbes Jahr
am Goethe-Institut Nairobi und seit 2010 arbeitet sie in dem von Ulli Beier 1981 gegriindeten
lwalewahaus. In ihrem Master Kultur und Gesellschaft Afrikas - mit den Schwerpunkten Ethnologie
sowie Kunst und Kuration - war sie des Ofteren die einzige Studentin in der kunst- und
kulturwissenschaftlichen Einrich’rung. Dies tat ihrer Motivation 0||erc|ings keinen Abbruch, denn nach
einem Praktikum bei der Landesmusikakademie in Ber|in, bei dem sie das Musikfestival ‘K|ongwe|’ren'
organisierte, verschlug es sie erneut nach Bayreuth, ins Archiv von Ulli Beier. Eines ihrer bislang
groferen Projekte war es, den Nachlass des |Wo|ewohousgrijnders Zu digi+o|isieren und fur die
Ubergabe nach Oshogbo vorzubereiten. Wahrend fur einige das stundenlange Scannen und
Sortieren eher nach einer monotonen Aufgabe k|ing’r, war es fur Lena der "best job ever.’", denn hier
konnte sie sich intensiv mit Qriginqh(oJrogrofien beschdf’rigen. Auf den Spuren von Ulli Beier ist sie

schlieBlich auch an Material zu Susanne Wenger gekommen, die nun auch Teil ihrer Dissertation sind.

Nach ihrem \)\/erkver’rrog bekam sie 2016 die Voluntariatsstelle im lwalewahaus, konnte als Kuratorin
weitere Praxiserfahrung sammeln und ist seitdem immer wieder in unterschiedlichen Positionen akfiv.
Als Junior Researcher war sie Teil des Forschungsprojel@res Afrikanische kuns’rgeschichfe und die
Formierung einer modernen Asthetik unfer der Leitung von Nadine Siegert und reiste innerhalb des

Projekts das erste Mal nach Nigeria.

‘Ich war dann das erste Mal in den Heiligen Hainen - an dem Sacred Grove von
Oshogbo - und da hat es mich wirklich weggeflasht, weil dort die Kiinstlerin Susanne
Wenger agiert hat, die sich auch als Yoruba-Priesterin hat initiieren lassen. Diese
Begegnung..., es gibt dort wahnsinnig tolle Skulpturen, Plastiken, Schreine, die sie
restauriert hat, mit dem New Sacred Art Movement... das war der schénste Ort an

dem ich in meinem Leben je war. Das war wirklich eine spirifue”e Erfahrung".

lhre Leidenschaft fur Kunst hat die Doktorandin, die am lwalewahaus unter der Supervision von
Dr. Ulf Vierke promoviert somit bereits zu Beginn ihres Studiums an der Universitat Boyreu’rlﬁ
entdeckt und stetig forJrge]([jhrJr und vertieft. Seit /A\pri| 2019 ist sie Junior Fellow an der BIGSAS.
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Auf den Spuren des New Sacred Art Movement

In Nigerio kam Lena also mit Susanne Wenger - der ersten Frau von Ulli Beier und bekannte
Kinstlerin aus Osterreich - in Beruhrung. Hier lernte sie das New Sacred Art Movement, eine
bedeutende Kuns’rbewegung Nigerios, kennen, die sie zukUmCﬁg auch wissenschaftlich betrachten
wollte. Denn obwohl die ousgebi|de’re Kuratorin ihre prokﬁsche Arbeit in  kulturellen und
kulturwissenschaftlichen Betrieben liebt, wollte sie doch “in den wissenschaftlichen Diskurs einsfeigen".
Somit war der Weg in die Promotion geebnet. Fiir die Junior Fellow ist es wichtig herauszufinden,
was die Kunstbewegung zur Kanonbildung von Nigerianischer modernen Kunst beitragt. Des
Weiteren steht Susanne Wenger, die bereits 1950 nach Nigerio auswanderte und dort als Kinstlerin
fungierJre, bei der Bewegung sehr stark im \/ordergrund. Die Osterreicherin hat namlich nicht nur die
o|or+ige Kunsﬂoewegung gegrUndeJr, sondern sich auch als Yoruba-Priesterin initiieren lassen. Lenas
Ergriﬁ(enhei’r, Ambition und Ehrgeiz dem wissenschaftlichen Diskurs etwas beizu’rrogen und auch von
der Biogrofie einer einzelnen Person Wegzu|enken, kann schlieBBlich zur Geschich’rsschreibung
nigerionischer Kunst beiJrrogen. Obwohl die Doktorandin noch im Februar 2020 in Nigerio war, um

den Nachlass von Ulli Beier zu Ubergeben, z0g die Covid-19 Pandemie nicht spur|os an ihr vorbei.

Passion Puppenspiel

Auch wenn Boyreu’rh ein recht Uberschaubares Stadtchen ist, ist das Oper|0 vielen Bewohner*innen
(noch) unbekannt. \Opero??? Die Eisdiele am Kanal? - nein "OPERla’, das kleine mogische
Marionettentheater in der S’reingrdberpossoge. Fur Lena war es im Jahr 2014 ein totaler Zufall, das
kleine Theater - in dem unter anderem Opern von Richard Wagner gespielt werden - zu entdecken.
Obwohl die Doktorandin bereits eine grofle Affinitat zum Theater hatte und auch beim
internationalen Atelier-Theater in Boyrequh aktiv mitwirkte, hatte sie im Puppenspie| keinerlei

Erfohru ngen.

‘Ich  kann mich wirklich so schnell ;
begeisfern lassen und wieder einmal war
das ein glijck/icher Zufall in meinem Leben,
der auch mafB3geblich auf mich eingewirkt S
hat. Ich bin kein Wagner Fan, aber ich
hab' diese Musik gel‘:b'rf und dann habe ich
dieses Spiel gesehen... es ist grandios, wie
man diesen machtigen Wagner mit diesen B
kleinen Puppen (darstellen kann) und alles
ist irgendwie so leicht und mit einem

Augenzwinkern zu betrachten. Das hat mir |

total gut gefa”en, dass dies ernsthaft

Die mobile Bithne (c) Baensch

verfolg'f wird, aber sich einfach nicht so

ernst nimmft .



Aus Zufall wurde Begeis’rerung und aus Begeis’rerung wurde eine Passion. Lena wollte das
Marionettentheater - eines der dltesten Kiinste - unbedingt lernen und hat ihre Fingerfertigkeit in
Workshops und durch viel Proben erlernt. Uber kleinere Rollen hat sie sich mittlerweile ,hochgespielt .
Doch neben ihrer Aktivitat im Oper|o produzier’r Lena mit ihrem Freund Steffen Riess, der Produzent
und Musiker ist, eine Kurzfossung der Qper Hansel und Gretel. Das Stick soll in Kindergdr’ren,
Schulen oder Pﬂegeeinrich’rungen vorgespieH werden. Das Besondere: es gibJr eine mobile BU|'me, die
iberall hinfahren und eingesetzt werden kann. Obwohl das Pupperﬁheo’rer oftmals als Nische

ousgemocH wird, ist die Resonanz vom Publikum immer wieder positiv - ein Besuch im zauberhaften

Oper|o lohnt sich deshalb auf jeden Fall.

Kuration und Umse+zung von Kunst und Musik

Dass die Kunst ein grof3er Teil von Lenas Leben ist, wird in zahlreichen Facetten ihres Alltags deutlich.
lhre vielen abgeschlossenen und aktiven Projekte im Iwalewahaus zeigen, dass sich die Kuratorin
ziemlich unentbehrlich macht. Eines ihrer Projekte beschaftigt sich mit musikalischen Schatzen aus dem
Archiv des Iwalewahaus. Die ‘Music Archive Listening Session” findet immer zwei Mal im Semester
statt. Hinzu kommt die "African Beat Nigh’r', die zur Porerszene Boyreu’rhs bei’rrdgf Beide
Veranstaltungsreihen kuratiert Lena mit ihrer Kollegin Alexandra Kuhnke.

, Die Zusammenarbeit mit internationalen
Kinstlern ist der Doktorandin sehr Wichﬁg,
Boyreu’rh bietet daoftr viel Platz und

zahlreiche Netzwerke.

Zuletzt konnte Lena im Atelier RW44 -

einem der wenigen Kunstrdume in der

Stadt - eine Ausstellung mit Werken von
Nuno Silas, Masterstudent "African Visual

and Verbal Arts’ organisieren.

o n

lm Archiv mit Alexandra Kuhnke (c) Andi Weiland |
Universitat Bayreuth

+

The blog post is also available in English.
Click M.

(c) Lena Naumann
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SOZIOLOGE UND FOTOGRAF - GBEOGNIN MICKAEL
HOUNGBED]JI STELLT SICH VOR

von Dina Sodjadan (August 3rd 2020)

(c) Gbeognin Mickael Houngbediji

Seine Zeit in Deutschland begonn im Johr 2009 in Heide|berg, WO er einen Sprochkurs absolvierte
und schlieBlich ein Sozio|ogies+uo|ium am Max-Weber-Institut  fir Soziologie aufnahm. Dort
beschc‘jFJringe er sich zB. mit Gesundheits- und Lebensstilen. Nach dem Bachelorstudium wechselte er
an die Universitat Osnabriick, wo er Sozialwissenschaften studierte. Wahrend seines Masterstudiums
im Mittelpunkt des Osnabriicker Landes forschte er fiir seine Abschlussarbeit in seinem Heimatland
Benin.  Dort  ging er Diskursen internationaler Organisationen im Rahmen  der
Kinderarbeﬁsbekdmpfung wissenschaftlich nach. In seiner Fe|o|forsc|’1ung, die einen starken quo|i+o+iven
Fokus aufwies, interviewte er zahlreiche Akteur*innen und fihrte teilnehmende BeobocHungen durch.
Aus seiner Forschung wuchs das Inferesse einer Promotion, sodass er kurzerhand nach einer

Betreuung fiir eine Doktorarbeit suchte.

Somit st Gbeognin Mickael Houngbedji nach seinem Masterabschluss zurtick nach Heide“oerg
gegangen, von wo aus er sich auf die Suche einer neuen Universitat machte. Als schlieBRlich 2017 die
Entscheidung auf Bayreuth fiel begann ein neues okademisches Kapitel. Der Stadt am Neckar -
Heio|e||oerg - hat er Ubrigens nie vollends den Ricken zugekehrJr; er pendeH zwischen Boyern und
Baden-W iirttemberg hin und her.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1089

Soziologe durch und durch?

In Boyrequh hat er mit Prof. Dr. Erdmute Alber seine Doktormutter gefunden, die o||ero|ings - im
Gegensofz Zu Gbeognin Mickael - Sozio|on+hropo|ogien ist.

.lch bin wirklich sehr stark Soziologe und das macht die Arbeit auch manchmal
scl‘rwierig. Ich nutze immer die sozio/ogiscl*re Perspeld'ive, groBe Theorien, die alles

erkldren miissen’.

Frau Alber gib+ ihm dann |m|ou|se, die ihm helfen seine wissenschaftliche Arbeit auch aus anderen
Blickwinkeln zu betrachten. Als er 2018 an der BIGSAS oufgenommen wurde, befand er sich bereits
wieder in Benin und stieg erneut in eine Fe|o|1(orschung ein. Sein aktuelles Disser’roﬁonsprojeH lautet:

‘| ehrjahre sind keine Herrenjohre“: Die Bedingu_ngen in_der Ausbi|dung und der Umgo_ng mit

internationalen Normen und internen \/erordnungen zu Kinderschutz bei Schneidem, Schweiﬁern,,

Maurern und Eisenflechtern in Benin.

Seine Forschung, die tber ein Jol’]r ging, stellte ihn vor einige Herous{orderungen.

.Klar, ich komme aus Benin und ich bin dort aufgewaclﬂsen, aber viele Sachen sind mir
selbstverstandlich und dadurch entsteht Verzerrung".

Eine |0nge Forschungsdouer war deshalb Wich’rig, um sich selbst als Forscher reflektieren zu kénnen.
Durch seine akademische Ausbi|o|ung in Deutschland nahm er oftmals eine starke deutsche Perspek’rive
ein und empfond es als herausfordernd sich ,richﬁg‘ zu posiﬁonieren. Frogen wie: ,Gehére ich dazu?
kreisten durch seinen Kopf Fur Forscher*innen, die nicht aus Benin kommen, aber dort forschen, kann
diese Froge leicht beantwortet werden. Obwohl er selbst denken kénnte, dass er ,dazu gehérJr‘, kann
durch seine Biographie fiir andere Menschen der Eindruck entstehen, dass er .nicht dazugehsrt. Eine
|onge Fe|dforschung hat ihm deshalb gehoh(en sich wieder ,zu sozialisieren”. Durch seine |onge Zeit im
Feld erhalt der Sozio|oge Gbeognin Mickael noch ganz andere wissenschaftliche Facetten. Schlief3lich
verbindet er mehrere Diszip|inen: E+hno|ogie, Sozio|ogie und sogar Rechtswissenschaften. Letztere sind
von besonderer Bedeutung, da es in seiner Forschung auch um Normen, Verordnungen und Regeln
ge|’1+, die sich mit (Kinder-)Arbeit und Produktion befassen. Seine vorherige Ausbi|o|ung als
Beouf’rrogkr fur Arbeit und soziale Sicherheit (|nspec’reur du Travail et de la Sécurité Sociale) an der

\/erwo|+ungshochschu|e der Universitat von Abomey-Cobvi (ENAM-UAC) half ihm aufBBerdem in

der UmseJrZng einiger birokratischer Ange|egenhei+en.

Nun steckt der Junior Fellow in Bichern, denn erst wenn es wieder erlaubt ist, kann Gbeognin

Mickael erneut nach Benin reisen, um noch letzte Interviews fir seine Dissertation zu fuhren.


http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/houngbedji_gbeognin/index.html

Aktuell lernt er auch weiter die \/orz[jge von Boyreuﬂq kennen, denn im Gegensoﬁrz zu Heide“oerg,
gibJr es hier eine internationalere, afrikanische Gemeinschaft. Dass hier auch andere Sprochen als
Deutsch gesprochen werden, schatzt er sehr. Neben seiner Promotion ge|’1’r der Beninese auch noch

anderen Td’rigkeﬁen nach, so z.B. der Kompfkuner Copoeiro und der FoJrogro](ie.

Fotografie: Hobby und Leidenschaft

Seine Freude an der Fo’rogroﬂe entstand bereits wéhrend seiner Schulzeit in Benin. Der Junior Fellow
hat frither gerne gemalt und seine fertigen Kunstwerke vom Fotografen des Dorfes ablichten lassen.
Auch Treffen mit Freunden hat er Fo’rogrofieren lassen und dann die Fotos gegen einen kleinen
Obolus erworben. Nach dem Abitur hat er sich éfters eine Digi’ro”«amero ousgehehen, denn ,die Zeit
gel‘nf schnell vorbei und man braucht viele Erinnerungen". So kam es schlieBBlich dozu, dass sich
Gbeognin Mickael in Deutschland eine eigene Kamera kaufte, um Lebensmomente festzuhalten. Sein

visuelles Archiv ist nun schon mehrere Teroby’re groB.

,Die Zeit in der ich in Benin in der Schule war, ist schon vorbei. Die Zeit in Deutschland gel'lf auch
irgendwann vorbei. Wenn ich dann keine Erinnerungen habe, wére das nicht so schén. Und

besondere Erinnerungen sind nur Erinnerungen, wenn man sie selbst konstruiert hat.

.Solange die L 6wen nicht ihre eigenen Dichter haben, werden die Jagdgeschichten

weiter die Jager verherrlichen'. Afrikanisches Sprichwort

Bilder und Fo’rogroﬁen sind immer auch Teil einer bestimmten Denkweise, auf denen oftmals die
Anderen’ dorges’reHJr werden - so ist es fur den Junior Fellow besonders Wich’rig seine eigenen
Fo’rogroﬁen onzuferﬁgen, aus seiner Perspekﬁve.

Uber die vergangenen Jahre ist die Kamera ein fester Bestandteil in seinem Leben geworden. Er
nimmt sie sogar zu Lerntreffen mit und hat fir die BIGSAS das Get-Together im Februar 2020
{o’rogroﬂer’r.

Der  Artikel ist  auch auf

Franzésisch verf[jgbor‘

L'article est éga|emen+ disponiHe

en Frcmgqis.

(Tronscrip’rion de Yoo Sodjodon)

(c) Gbeognin Mickael Houngbedjji
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THE POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA - MEET SHADEN
KAMEL

by Dina Sodjadan (September 1st 2020)

lt was during her bachelor studies at the October University for Modern Sciences and Arts in Egypt
(in mass communication with a major in journalism) when the Arab Spring started to emerge.
SJrudying in Egypt she was able to witness |oo|i’rico| participation of her fellow Egyptians. That's when

she decided to focus on social media as a starting point.

‘In times like these’... how offen have we heard this sentence lately and used it ourselves? Covid-19 is
irﬁen(ering with a great deal of research. Trove“ing is still on|y possib|e for some peop|e. Mony African
countries remain closed, and there is still no getting in or out in certain |o|oces. So, what's there to do
when it comes to research where physico| interaction s necessory? Shadens research focus lies on
social media and participation in the digi+o| environment. In times like these, such research is a step
ahead. The Junior Follow can continue working on her dissertation from Boyrequh, o|espi+e her
terminated field trip to Cairo due to the pondemic‘ While she focused on you’r|’1 in her bachelor’s
degree, she focused on the news Froming of po|i+ico| actors on international websites in 2011 and 2013
in her master’s degree. She received her master’s degree in media and g|obo| communication, which
she did at the Universier of Helsinki in Finland, in 2015. Afterwards she went back to Egyp+ to teach
at her BA university for three years. Women's political participation, agency and usage of social media
in these periods (during the revolutions in 2011 and 2013) has inspired her to want to research how
women reflect agency and use social media in the everyday life (e.g. show case struggles, connect to
find solutions, jobs etc). Since 2019 she has been part of BIGSAS and has been working extensively on

the topic of women empowerment.
FGCQbOO'( groups as a p|ace O'F empowermen+

"L ooking at how people incorporate the media in their everyday life and what

possibilities it could give them is worth looking at, because it is impacting many people”

Facebook has become an indispensable part of many people’s lives. And even if there are some who
have o|re0dy deleted their account or at least pousecl it, for many users it is still one of the most
important digi’ro| p|oh(orms for their everydoy exchonge. With an account on Facebook, one inevi’rob|y
ends up in Facebook groups, which can revolve around any topic. Whether large or small, closed or
open, there are hardly any topics that go unnoticed. Shaden Kamel also focuses on Facebook groups

that contribute to the empowerment of women in Egypf
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In doing so, she examines how exocHy support between women takes p|oce, for exomp|e by he|ping
each other as entrepreneurs. But not on|y the exchonge about business or career is at the forefront,
also normal conversations between women, eg. about motherhood or alike. There are no taboos
here and for many participants such groups offer a safe space to talk freely. However, research
online is not as easy as one migh’r think. The Junior Fellow has to get fo the bottom of questions
whether all profi|es are real profi|es. In conversations with her interviewees, it often emerges that
founders of Facebook groups need to be careful who is approved to the group, by making sure to
investigate whether potential members’ profile are fake or not. There are also some challenges in
terms of researching content in private Facebook groups, as they are also a platform of public
communication once you become a member. Especially when it comes to women's practices on
social media, discourse about gender roles, women's struggles and rights is becoming more and

more prevalent and important.

The PhD student is more than passionate about the topic of her dissertation. Her joy is noticeable in
the conversation, somefhing she would like to share with more co||eogues in qureufh In her
bachelor and master studies she found herself among like-minded peop|e. At BIGSAS and the
Universi’ry of Boyreu’rh, there are fewer peop|e who deal with social media and civic participation. A
new|y found work group - Culture, Media, and P|urc1|i’ry in Africa - offers a space to interact with

her fellow students.

Bayreuth - a place for new ideas and perspectives

Shaden also enjoys life in Boyreu’rh Especio“y the quiet o’rmosphere oppeo|s to her. The comparison to
Cairo or also Hurghodo, where she lived for some time, is of course noticeable. Shaden says that the
odverﬁoge of BIGSAS is the international exchonge. Here, she can deve|op her own Jrhough’rs and gain
new perspectives and ideas. At the same time, this is also c|’10||enging, as she wants to find resonance
with other co||eogues for her research. In the end, it is the in+ero|iscip|inory opprooch that disﬁnguishes
the research at BIGSAS and to which Shaden also contributes with her work.

Shaden is also part of the current BIGSAS
Junior Fellow representative team. Togeﬂﬂer
with Andreas Wust she aims to connect JF
among each other. Even though the pandemic
has thwarted some p|ons, digi’ro| exchonge in

por+icu|or is more important than ever.

-

(¢) Shaden Kamel
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CONNECTING LATIN AMERICA AND AFRICA - IN
CONVERSATION WITH VALERIE GRUBER

by Dina Sodjadan (October 14th 2020)

If you take a look at the proﬁ|e of our Junior Fellow Valerie Gruber, you will quicHy notice that a lot
has happened before she started her doctoral studies. Valerie graduated in 2016 with o Master's
degree in International Cultural and Business Studies in Passau and has spent several study-related
stays in Spoin, Mexico and Brazil. Fino”y, she sticked to Brazil, lived in favelas” and got in touch with
the Afro-descendant population there. These encounters eventually led her from Salvador da Bahia to

Boyrequh.

Bayreuth doesn't have considerably more inhabitants than Passau. Therefore, Valerie Gruber is
familiar with quiet, neat little towns where it is easy fo live and eruo|y. The difference between
Salvador da Bahia and Boyrequh, however, does not pass loy without |eoving a trace (about
75,000 vs. neor|y 3 million inhabitants). Nevertheless, her journey took her direc’r|y from Brazil to
Boyrequh to exp|ore the relations between Europe, Africa and Latin America. After ho|ding several
positions at different institutions in Boyreu’rh and carrying out a DAAD-funded research stay in
Colombia, Valerie has now been a research associate in the Africa Mu|’rip|e Cluster of Excellence ot

the University of Bayreuth for almost a year. Her project is titled: "Moral Geographies of Re-

Existence: Socio-cultural Practices and Visions of a Good Life in Afro-descendant Communities in

Salvador da Bahia (Brazil)_and Cor’rogena de Indias (Colombia)..

”

W hile |iving in Boyreu’rh, the doctoral student
travels back to Latin America on a regular
basis (of course before the Covid-19 pondemic
and currently only virtually). Her research and
collaboration with Afro-descendant
communities in Brazil and Colombia is of
utmost importance to Valerie. Her time in Latin
America has motivated her to complement her

experiences and insigh’rs with a dissertation.

Through countless o|io|ogues, exp|oro+ions and

some C|€+OUFS, her reseorcl’] +OpiC hOS deve|opeo|

Festival in honor of the sea goddess Yemanijd in Salvador

da Bahia (Brazil) (c) Valerie Gruber organically. She now sees her doctorate “as an

opportunity to formalize a project that has
grown over the years”. In February 2020 she
was admitted to BIGSAS as a doctoral student.
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NO conven’rionc| resed I’CI“I

She doesnt want to limit her research to common methods such as participant observation or
inferviews. In dialogue with local people (both in Brazil and Colombia), Valerie Gruber has begun to
think things differently and has worked towards developing a collective research practice. In doing so,
she focuses on two port cities which, as |o|c1ces of colonisation and enslavement, have taken on an
ambivalent socio-political and socio-cultural role. In order to compare these multi-layered contexts, she
has developed a participatory approach in collaboration with BIGSAS alumnus Dr. Gilbert Shang Ndi
and the communities, with ten peop|e each from Brazil and Colombia participating in an intercultural
exchange. The two focus groups, which jointly produce knowledge and art, have already been able to
get fo know each other Jrhrough a series of o|igi’r0| meetings and will (if travel regu|o’rions permi’r) meet
in person even’ruo”y. Hence, her porﬁcipo’rory action research is by no means a conventional opprooch

- rather, |eorning with and from each other is at the centre of her project.

Re-existence and 'buen vivir' (good life) are discussed

Valerie Gruber has been por+ of social and cultural projeds in Brazil and Colombia for years. Working

+oge’rl’1er, Jrhey ask the question: "How can the arts stimulate social transformation?” and: "W hat can

the various communities learn from each other in the pursuit of a good ife?” In this context, the

traumatic past of enslavement as well as the current experience of social inequality and racial
discrimination is of particular importance. The selected partner organisations, Grupo Cultural Candilé
from Cartagena and Rede REPROTAI from Salvador, make use of arfistic forms of expression such as
music, dance and poetry in order fo preserve their history and cultural heritage and, at the same time,
rethink their future. These forms of art, pedogogy and communication are also an important part of
the virtual exchomge, which currenﬂy takes |o|oce every two weeks via video conference. AHhough
field research had to be posﬂooned, the ongoing o|io|ogue is o|reoo|y a comp|e’re success. Every meeting

u|+imo+e|y revolves around the question of re-existence in its various forms and manifestations.

"How can art and culture stimulate socio-spatial transformation and how can people

enjoy a good or better life in their communities?’

San Basilio de Palenque (Colombia) - Symbol of resistance

and freedom s+rugg|e of enslaved Africans in Latin

America (c) Valerie Gruber
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The meetings take p|c|ce in Portuguese and Sponish.
A|Jr|'10ugh sometimes everyone understands each
other quite well, a translation is needed for deeper
discussions. Valerie is in chorge of Jrrcms|o’rir1g, which
means that “mental cligression is not allowed” ;-).
But the meetings are a lot of fun and one can
already see the effects of digital networking. In a
\)\/hoJrsApp group, the members of the participatory

action reseorch programme exchonge ideos on d

variety of topics. In addition, |omguoge courses were

Drowmg of a research trip Jrhrough the Colombian
Pacific region, February 2019 (c) Valerie Gruber

orgonised so that the participants can understand

each other better.

The Brazilian group members have o|reoo|y been successfu”y imp|emen’ring communﬁy—bosed fourism
for several years - an area from which their Colombian fellows want to learn. Through all these

encounters, visions of a ‘better life’ are revealed.

Project is the focus of attention

Her PhD is obvious|y important to the Junior Fellow. In the end, however, her studies should not on|y
result in a book.

‘I'm not doing the dissertation because of the title, but because of the project. The doctorate is an
ideal opportunity to do exactly this - knowledge co-production is combined with a socially
responsible and artistic project. And it was always clear to me: either this project or none.”

The limited freedom to travel is not easy for Valerie either, and when asked what other activities are
left to do when not being able to travel to Colombia or Brazil, the PhD student rep|ies with a smile: "I
love water - even rivers and lakes’. And the access to nature is of course an easy one here in Upper
Franconia. She also loves doncing. Salsa has become her passion - and she not on|y enjoys it in Latin
America, but also in Boyreuﬂﬂ and the surrounding areas. In addition, drowing is an activity that |'1e|ps
Valerie to clear her mind. "Sometimes | get up and know: now | need a red chalk pencil and paper.
Then the picture almost draws itself. I+ comes from inside, | don't plan that, you could almost close

your eyes and the picture emerges. Itis somefl')ing that needs to get ouf.

A side project of Valerie Gruber, Diana Mignano, Gilbert
Shang Ndi and Clédudio Mancel Duarte de Souza is their

website "DjumboiALA - Africa and Latin  America in
Dio|ogue".

And of course, a quiet spot like Boyreu’rh also invites fo write
articles or book chop’rers. But even Jrhough “you can find water,

dance and life here”, Valerie is o|reody |ooking forward to

Jrr0|ve|ing back to the communities where it never gets boring.

(c) Valerie Gruer
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WAXATLAS - MAPPING AFRICAN PRINTS - MEET
DANDARA MAIA

by Sofie Reinl (December 9th 2020)

Dandara Maia joined BIGSAS in October of 2019. Her
journey fo this point could be called unconventional.
Graduating 2012 in Fashion Design and working several
years in the fashion indus’rry in Rio de Janeiro, she was
specialized in textile print design. But her scientific
interest grew deeper and she rejoined academia:

‘| wanted to explore, how people feel when fhey dress,

or how fhey choose a fabric with a specific paHern".

"Fashion is a cultural performance"

She grodqured in 2018 with a M.A. Visual Arts, Design,
|moge and Culture ot the Federadl Universier of Rio de

Janeiro (Universidode Federal do Rio de Janeiro -
Universidade Federal do Rio de Joneiro) and her thesis

titled: "African Prints as a Political Tool of the Afro-
Brazilian |o|en+i’ry; \)\/orking on how identities are

shoped Jrhrough fashion, she could bore|\/ touch the
surface of all the themes and imp|ico+ions she wanted to

talk about.

WaxAtlas Exhibition (¢) Dandara Maia

‘Fashion is a cultural performance and also an act: You dress because you want to say
and show somefhing. I'm interested in what this somefhing is and how it is different and

similar in these two places".
Change in Me+hodo|ogy

But the Covid-19 pondemic forced a chonge in me+hoo|o|ogy. With Jrrc:ve|ir1g abroad being higHy restricted
she faced a difficult challenge: How can | still pursue my questions? She started to focus on the visual
ono|ysis of the images and patterns of the prints. "W hich type of fhings are inside the images that | could
relate to how people feel about them. There is somefl'u'ng that | can connect’.

In the process Dandara developed WAXATLAS, inspired by Aby Warburgs Bilderatlas Mnemosyne,
where he drew connections of recurring themes and mofifs from the renaissance to modern times and
illustrated these in compi|eo| pone|s. WAXATLAS follows this concept and tries fo map the traces and

historical bockgrou nd of the wax prints that have deve|oped in colonial times.


http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/maia-schellenberg_dandara/index.html
https://ufrj.br/en/
https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1301

W ax prints (c) Dandara Maia (c) Dandara Maia

Dandara poses the question:

"What is remaining from Batik of Java, what is coming from West-African cultures, or from

Europeans who are Iooking to Africa, Iooking to Java and try to come up with somefhing new?’

W AXATLAS exhibition

\)\/orking many months on concep+uo|izing and |oui|c|ing her pone|s it remained a proo|uc’rive
me’rhodo|ogy, until her supervisor and director of the lwalewahaus Dr. Ulf Vierke, upon seeing the
creative and artistic nature of the pone|s, sugges’red an exhibition: this emphosizes that curatorial work

can be seen as research and research as curatorial work.
WAXATLAS, which was open until the 28.02.20921, “invited you to trace the diverse routes and

stories that are written into textiles’.
B|GSAS-Communi+y

BIGSAS and the Africa Mu|+ip|e Cluster of Excellence provide the important fundamental structure
and network for Dandaras doctoral research. The strong connection to Africa and the diversi’ry of

backgrounds, interests and ideas among the Junior Fellows make it a "perfect place to study” for her.

‘I love the fact, that we are a community. Being a doctoral candidate can be very
Ionely - I'm not working inside a big project - I'm working alone. In BIGSAS | feel like
we have such a nice community and so much opportunity to exchange - evenin
moments where you are not H‘rinking, that you are fa”dng about your research, but

you are in a way. | feel home".



https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1384 #meetthefellow

WOMEN AS VIOLENT ACTORS - CATHELINE
NYABWENGI SHARES HER EMOTIVE RESEARCH IN
KENYA'S SECURITY SECTOR

by Sofie Reinl (February 22nd 2021)

Catheline Nyabwengi joined BIGSAS in winter 2020, making her a relatively "'new” Junior Fellow.
Even Jrhough she is in the earliest stages of her dissertation, she o|reody has an interesting sfory to tell.
Her academic endeavour took off when she was writing her master’s thesis about the history and
transformation of the Chinkororo Movement - a violent group formation in Kenya. In the course of

her master’s thesis, she had a realization that brouthr about the idea for her doctoral project.

W here are the women?

"W hile analysing my data, | realized that women were rare/y featured in the perpetration of violence

and security in the country. So, | started making my own observations.”

She started to notice different treatment at entryways and security checkpoin’rs, as she was rore|y
searched. On the other hand, most men face serious Frisking. Addiﬁonqny, male security personne|
dominated the work force, with on|\/ a few women working in such jobs. She begon to follow the
Kenyan pub|ic and international discourse. She found that women were mojor|y represenJred as either
victims of violence, in need of protection or coerced and monipu|o+ed info committing violent acts.
While this could exp|oin the difference in perception and the absence of women in security jobs, an

important question arose for Catheline: Does this match with reo|i+y?

Women as violent actors

Going back in his+ory, she found proof that women have been oc+ive|y participating in violent acts and
a lot of terror attacks in Kenyo. This Jrriggered her to draft a research proposo|, +hrough which she
would gain an informed point of view that could he||o her disﬁnguish the my’rh from real histories. Her
goo| is to cho”enge the prevoi|ing notion of women participating in violence as being victims or coerced

actors. Her purpose is to ultimately influence Kenyan security sector policies:

‘If we are not treating all members of a society as equals in security aspects, we are
producing gender blind counterterrorism strategies that are incomplefe and
unsuccessful Because we treat women as infrinsica”y vulnerable, we are concealing a

very important part and actor in sociefy."


https://ir-library.ku.ac.ke/bitstream/handle/123456789/18055/Transformation%20in%20%20chinkororo......pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1384

She suggests a chonge in perception. Instead of putting women in the periphery of the pu|o|ic sphere
and as passive beneficiaries of po|icies that Jr|'1ey did not take part in moking, which do not u|+imo+e|y
he|p them. She wants to include women in peocekeeping, conflict resolutions and intfegration processes.

This is also, Why she centres questions about women as violent actors: How are +hey recruited, treated

and how do they fight?

Studying historic sources in archives and literature, as well as conducting in-person interviews with

female members of violent groups, she has received unique insights and a platform to connect. But:

“Secu rity is ...sensitive’

Her somp|e groups consist of former members of terroristic groups in Kenyo like A|—Shoboob, Mungiki
and Gaza. This is noJrurGHy a higHy sensitive topic of national interest. Catheline has received mu|+ip|e
threats, emotional and physical harassment and is often regarded with suspicion. Because kenyan
society has established security as a male territory, she is also confronted with irritation and disbelieve,
why a woman would be interested in these topics. Altough she is aware of the ethical challenges her
research topic entails, she tries to free herself of any pre-emptive notions and biases:

‘This allows me to ask productive questions. It is all about a normal friendly conversation... You

cannot put yourself above them.
Dangerous field

These field trips require her tfo put herself in harm’s way: Even Jrhough the Kenyan government
assures amnesty to members who have come forward and surrendered, most people do not trust the
national security secfor. This mistrust leads most former fig|’1+ers tfo remain in hiding. On one side, Jr|'1ey
are unsure of being forgiven, if Jrhey present themselves to local security officials. On the other hand,
they fear repercussion from members of their former group that might have followed them. This
means that any access fo a conversation with them is restricted by caution and distrust: No phones, no
recorders at the meeting point - mostly without any of her friends and sometimes family knowing

Catheline’s location or whereabouts.

"My husband though supportive of
my career path, does not love this line
of study because of the risks | have to

endure. But you have to wear

courage. After all, if you don't do it,
who will?

(c) Catheline Nyobwengi



Outlook

Her research has given Catheline thick skin - emotionally and mentally. It gave her the courage to put
herself out there and open her own YouTube Channel, where she discusses and shares her opinion on
everydoy concerns on security in Kenyo. With the hopes of being involved in |oo|icy moking in her
country, she p|ons to return to Ken\/o at the end of her PhD. She has visions about setting up a
research and publication centre concerning terror and violence in Kenya. In December 2019, Catheline
won the 3rd position in United Nations Counter Terrorism Cha”enge where she in collaboration with
Grace Atuhaire presented a policy proposal for online community policing. In May 2020, they also
won the 2nd p|oce in an essay competition from "The Po|icy Corner”, where Catheline Jrogeﬂﬂer with
Grace wrote Restoring Trust and Building Bridges: Addressing Online Radicalization in Africa”. Her
future sure looks bright!

, catheline Bosibori AT
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Screen Capture of Cathelines YouTube Channel

For now, she is one of the newest additions to the Junior Fellow group of BIGSAS and is hoppy about
the community, over|o|oping projects and different points of view she is gaining Jrhrough the interaction

with other fellows.

‘For me BIGSAS is all about the network, the platform and the scholars from diverse
backgrounds. But also, about the continuous guidance | receive, because a PhD is a
process not an event. | appreciate the understanding, that we are different students,

from different backgrounc’, facing different cha”enges."


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyrDvJvFWZJwOtdg6fsdf5g
https://www.policycorner.org/en/2020/05/17/restoring-trust-and-building-bridges-addressing-online-radicalization-in-africa/
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TABLE RONDE DE LA DISCUSSION SUR LES
PROCHAINES ELECTIONS PRESIDENTIELLES AU TOGO A
BAYREUTH

by Hanza Diman & Lars Springfe/o’ (/:ebruary 25th 2020)

La deuxieme table ronde de discussion d" « Africa Politicum » a réuni une vingtaine d'étudiants_es et
de doctorants_es africains_aines et européens_ennes de [Université de Boyreu’rlﬁ le jeudi 13 février.
Ensemble les participants se sont penchés sur prochaines élections présidentielles du 22 février prochain
au Togo. La discussion a porté non seulement sur les élections et les demandes de |'opposition pour
mettre fin au regne de Faure Gnassingbé, mais aussi sur dautres questions |o|us fondamentales
libellées comme suit : Faure est-il vraiment le seul coupable du manque d'alternance au sommet de
IEtat au Togo ? Le manque d'unité de l'opposition n'est-il également pas une partie importante du
prob|éme ? Ou sil ne sagit pas p|u+6+ du sympfome d'un systeme persistant d/exp|oi+o+ion et de

dépend(]nce pOS+-CO|OniO|e ,?
Quelle impasse pour que"e élection?

Les participants _es ont décryp+é les enjeux des élections en partant du réle de |'op|oosi’rion et de la
question de savoir si elle représenfe un véritable chongemen’r ou une véritable alternative po|i+ique au
systeme existant ? Le scepticisme dominant envers |'op|oosi+ion était principo|emen+ lie¢ a l'absence
d'une vision unificatrice pour un meilleur avenir (po|iﬁque) du pays. I y a égo|emen+ eu un |orge
consensus sur le fait qu'i| ne faut pas soutenir un candidat |o|u’r6’r qu‘un autre. Car dans son état actuel,
|'opposi’rion - divisée entre elle et sans programme po|i’rique concret allant au-dela de la revendication
« Faure doit partir » - contribue p|us a la haine et a la division qua un véritable chongemerﬁr
po|i’rique. Le gouvernement nest fort’ que parce que |'op|oosi’rion actuelle a peu de crédibilité aupres

de la popu|o’rion.

La vision des prochaines élections elles-mémes était tout aussi pessimiste. Entre autres choses, il y a eu
des appels & une nouvelle mobilisation générale, comme celle qui a eu lieu en 2017 sous la direction de
Tikti Achadam. Plus précisement, il o été suggére que |'opposi+ion travaille & une rég|emen+o’rion |égo|e
des dépenses de campagne électorale. Cependonf, il o été répondu que de telles rég|emen+oﬁons ne
sont généro|emen+ pas respectées et que la campagne électorale de Faure est |0rgemen+ financée par

des entfreprises (internationales) et des gouvernements occidentaux.

De méme, le « prob|éme » po|i+ique au Togo est p|us comp|e><e qu'un simp|e différend entre «
|'op|oosi’rion et Faure Gnossingbe ». Ceci suppose qu' il faudrait I'examiner de maniere structurelle et
systémique pour essayer de le résoudre. Ce constat est non seulement pour le Togo, mais aussi & de

nombreux autres pays africains qui sont dirigés par des dictatures.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/818

Quel avenir socio-po|i+ique pour le Togo?

La popu|0+ion pourrait prendre encore p|us conscience du « prob|éme », défendre son avenir po|i+ique
et agir en conséquence. L'exemp|e burkinabé avec le mouvement « Balai Citoyen » a été cité comme
exemp|e pour le Togo et d'autres pays. D'autres étaient d'avis que le chongemerﬁ ne peut pas avoir
lieu au Togo et dans de nombreux autres pays africains que si les hommes po|i+iques* et la popu|o+ion

préféroierﬂr “intérét national” & I »intérét individuel ».

Les avis étaient partagés aussi sur le réle de la communauté internationale (UE, CEDEAQO, UA, etc.).
Certains ont oppe|é a une p|us gronde ingérence |oo|i’rique sous la forme d'une reconnaissance officielle
de la nature on’ridémocroﬁque et autoritaire du régime. Un boycoH électoral avec le soutien de la
communauté internationale pourrait étre une solution, mais n'est pas réaliste apres |'expérience des

élections |égis|o+ives de 2018,

Que|ques porJriciponJrs_’res* ont exprimé |'opinion que, en fait, le por|emen’r actuel n'est |égi’rimé que par
la reconnaissance de la communauté internationale et non par le peup|e4 D'autres, en revanche, ont
p|o1io|é pour le principe de non-ingérence. Au lieu d'attendre lintervention de lUA ou de la CEDEAQ,

le chongemerﬁr devrait venir du Togo et de la popu|0ﬁon Jrogo|oise eux-méemes.
Une populations non éduquée ou insconsciente?

Les participants_es ont également mis un accent particulier sur plus d”éducation publique” de la
population sur les enjeux politiques en rapport avec leur relation avec les structures gouvernantes. En
effet, dans les conditions actuelles (pouvreJré, manque d'éducation et de besoins de base, etc.), de
nombreuses personnes sont incopob|es de prendre une décision |oo|iJrique réfléchie et font confiance au
gouvernement (en raison des cadeaux électoraux) au lieu d'oeuvrer pour un réel chongemen’r. Ce

travail d'éducation pourrait étre effectué principo|emen’r par des journalistes.

Ceci a été fortement contredit par les participants qui considerent qu‘i| est prob|émo’rique de voir le
prob|éme dans le manque d'éducation de la popu|o+ion. Le vrai prob|éme, selon ces derniers, est |o|u’r6’r
un manque d/indépendonce ou le refus d'un o|é\/e|op|oemen’r autodéterminé. Les popu|o+ions ne sont
pas moins conscientes des enjeux po|i’riques, elles savent exactement ce qu/e||es veulent et sont (comme
le montrent les manifestations de 2017) préefess a descendre dans la rue pour réclamer leurs droits et

demander des chongemen’rs dans la ges’rion des aoffaires po|i’riques.



En conclusion, les participants_es ont convenu que les prob|émes po|i’riques au Togo comme au-deld
doit étre considéré sur un |o|on structurel et que les facteurs socio-économiques (structures de
dépendonce néocoloniales, exp|oi+o+ion des ressources par les sociétés transnationales), le manque
dunité et de projets de sociétés claires des partis po|i+iques de |'opposi+ion, et un peu p|us
d’engogemerﬁr et o|'imp|ico+ion des popu|o+ions pour un réel chongemenf De méme, le soutien du
régime de Faure Gnossingbé peut contfinuer a étre exp|iqué par les anciennes puissances coloniales
que sont 'Allemagne et la France, deux puissances qui ont beaucoup & gagner du fait que la situation
actuelle demeure telle qu'elle. C'est aux populations du Togo et d'illeurs d'en prendre plus conscience
et agir en conséquence. Enfin, ['Allemagne et la France peuvent soutenir le changement au Togo,
notamment en raison de 'énorme influence de la diospora Jrogo|c1ise (envois de fonds, soutien a
lopposition et & la résistance de la société civile). En outre, une certaine pression peut étre exercée a
travers une sensibilisation du public européen ofin d'amener ce dernier & s'intéresser au role et
influence de certaines puissances européennes (Allemagne et France, par exemple) dans les pays

comme |€ TOgO.

AFRICA POLITICUNM®

L‘élection présidentielle togolaise
alaloupe

Thursday, February 13th 4 pm
Room S 124 (GWI)

www.modelafricanunion.de

Africa Politicum is a think tank where various experts from
different fields come Jroge’rher to address Africa-related issues.
The discussion about the election in Togo was their kick-off

event. (c) Africa Politicum

(c) Africa Politicum

About Africa Politicum (AP)

Africa Politicum (AP) emerged in January 2020 as an independent and a non-profit think-and-do
tank with the primary objective of reﬂecﬁng and speoking out on po|i’ricc1|, socio-economic, cultural and
geopolitical issues and challenges related to Africa and its diaspora. Its core mission is to objectively
and creo|1|O|y im(orm, advise and empower African peop|es and institutions as well as Foreign
institutions active on the continent, on the cho”enges focing Africa for which it must find |Gs’ring
solutions. AP aims at making a significant contribution to the research and development of sustainable

ideas and lines of thought fo help tackle major challenges faced by Africa.

Der Artikel ist auch auf Deutsch verfiigbar. Klick hier.
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MOVING FORWARD THROUGH COMMITMENT

by Dina Sodjadan (June 26th 2020)

Boyreuﬂ'] has po’ren’rio| and the doctoral students at
BIGSAS are not on|y using their dissertation project fo
demonstrate that They become active in many ways.

Todoy on o|i5|o|oy: Hanza Diman.

Hanza came to Germany for the first time at the end of
201. He received a scholarship from DAAD to conduct
literature research in Bayreuth for his studies at the
University Abomey Calavi (Benin). AHhough he was
on|y to spend six months in Upper Fronconio, he soon
realised that there were other opportunities for him in
Boyreuﬂ‘n. Thanks fo the contact with an alumnus of the
University of Bayreuth, he discovered the programme
Culture and Society of Africa. Without further ado, he
found himself in Boyreu+h again and begcn his master’s
studies with a focus on African history and Francophone
Due to his and
commitment, which he showed during his master’s
studies, he enrolled as a PhD candidate under the
supervision of Prof. Achim von Oppen and Prof. Uli
Beisel. Although he did not become part of BIGSAS
until Apri| 2016, Hanza has o|reco|y been participating
in the BIGSAS colloquium for a long time. This initiative

gave him the possibi|i+y tfo meet new peop|e and to

studies. scientific  enthusiasm

create a network. Due to the \Open-Door-Pohcy/ of
BIGSAS, this was the perFec’r opportunity for him to get
used to the BIGSAS system bit by bit and to prepare

for his doctoral studies.

Hanza submitted his doctoral thesis ot the end of
2020 and will defend it in the course of the

current year. (c) Jule Diman-Heilingloh

"This was a very important moment for
mel If you are already involved with
doctoral students, and the management of
BIGSAS is also open to those who have
not yet been doctoral students, then you
already feel as part of the system. And
then you think that if you are doing your
doctorate, it must be at BIGSAS. One has

just alreacly got a taste of if.

Doctoral studies = mythical world?

Hanza says that many peop|e think that a doctorate is someJrhing comp|e+e|y different from a

master’s degree, two different worlds, so to speok. But "acfua”y, H‘rey belong fogefl‘rer too’, says the

doctoral student. Often, students o|reoo|y deal with the contents of their master's studies, which Jr|'1ey

then concretize or deepen in their doctorate. Then he adds with a wink: “sure, you have to be smarf.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1026
http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/diman_hanza/index.html
https://www.uni-bayreuth.de/de/studium/masterstudium/kultur_gesellschaft_afrikas/index.php

In addition fo his great motivation for his PhD project, he also fook oo|von+oge of all the offers at
BIGSAS that he was interested in. This included not on|y the BIGSAS co||oquium, but also a |orge
number of Workshops‘ According to the motto: ‘Here is a repertoire of possibiliﬁes. | have to do

something’, he also organised events by himself (e.g. on the subject of project management).

“This is the only way to gain other practical experience besides your dissertation. W hen you organize
a worksl‘lop, it is not only about the content, but also about the organizaﬁonal aspects, which play
an important role. You migl‘nl be able to do the content, but organizing a workshop is a complefe/y
different challenge. Then | thought: If you're doing your doctorate, then there's not necessarily the
possibili'fy of c]oing an infernship, but if BIGSAS gives you the opportunity to organize and stage

H‘lings, why not?’

However, a Workshop cannot simp|y be up and running. It requires disciphne and de’rerminoﬁon, skills
that Hanza has been able to strengthen over the years at BIGSAS. The Beninese was also able to
prove his skills as a member of the BIGSAS football team. Several goals were scored in the Wilde
Liga. In 2019 he was also the representative of the Junior Fellows Jroge’rl’ler with Larissa Mbobda.

Taking the initiative

Hanza is of the opinion that BIGSAS supports everyone who has an idea and wants to put it into
practice. He thinks that the Junior Fellows have a lot to win by ’roking more initiative and organising
more events from which the whole BIGSAS community would pro{if | simply enjoy getting involved

in initiatives or Founcling them, just writing the dissertation would be too boring for mel’

Hanza will cer’roin|y not be bored. In addition to organising events

within BIGSAS, Hanza is also one of the BIGSAS Junior Fellows
who founded the Model African Union eV. and project
coordinator  for Afriko@&:hod. The Afriko@Schod project,
inspired by the former BIGSAS@School project, thrives on the
diversity of workshops offered at Bavarian schools by students of
the university. This project gives the participants the opportunity
to organise a Workshop and to get in touch with students, to
discuss and criﬁco”y reflect on Africa related topics. But the
project further promotes social inferaction with the elderly

population, as Afrika@School is also present in retirement homes.

Why are such projects so important?

(c) Afriko@Schod


http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/mbobda_larissa/index.html

On the one hand, the media por’rroyo|s of Africa in Germon\/ are not balanced, which leads to great

dissatisfaction. Schools should serve as institutions in which such images are cri’rico”y examined.

‘Not everything that is said about Africa is wrong, that's not the point, but we don't go to schools to
sugar-coat H‘u’ngs about Africa, we just want that when you talk about the bad H‘u’ngs in Africq, you

also take a look at the positive H‘nings on the continent.

This also leads to earlier education, so that images do not become established as stereotypes in the
mind of the students so quick|y. A balance is established. U|+imo+e|y, it is important for Hanza to
contribute someﬂ'ling to a process of chonge himself: "if you can make a difference, then you have to
be aware of it and also feel obliged to do so in some way’ - the balance has to be maintained and

this is exocHy where the initiative of his fellow students is needed.

New project: Africa Politicum

Hanza has founded o new think-and-do-tank called
Africa Politicum in January 2020. With Africa Politicum, MAU
. . _ MODEL
the expertise of African infellectuals and researchers AFRICAN UNION

BAYREUTH e.V.

especially those based in Bayreuth and enrolled ot
BIGSAS is put at the forefront simp|y “because there is a
lot of po‘l'enﬁa/ here in Bayreufh and within BIGSAS
that should be promoted”. And it is exactly what
stimulated the creation of AP and what the |o|oh(orm,
which outreach shall not be limited to Bayrequh, also

stands for. Whether the presiden’rio| election in Togo or

Nigerian Border Politics, or the current Political Crisis in

Cameroon - AP deals with burning issues that cho”enge
With Hanza being the presiden’r, other then

Junior Fellows and now alumni, founded the

African countries. MAU e.V. in 2015. Jean Pierre Boutché was in
charge of the Education Department, Blaise

the |oo|i’rico|, socio-economic and cultural Qgenda in the

Muhire was the First Secretary General and Rose
Nyokio was the Second First Secrecﬁrory General
of MAU eV. The first conference in 2016 was
put Jrogeﬂwer under l’]igh cooperation with
BIGSAS and became the first Model African
Union in Germony. (c) Model African Union

Apart from Hanza, there are other Junior Fellows
who are part of the expertise of Africa Politicum -
A lbrahim Bachir, Seyni Mamoudou Ibrahim, Ngozi
Edeogu and Hamissou Rhissa Achonqer’r, Abdellah
Idhssaine and Andreas Wst. (¢) Africa Politicum



https://www.africapoliticum.org/
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COPING WITH COVID-19
by Dina Sodjadan (July 15th 2020)

W hile the Covid-19 pondemic is Jrcjlking its toll on all of us we spech(ico”y asked how the Corona virus
has chonged the research of some BIGSAS Junior Fellows.

Of course we remember physico| meetings, Workshops and ge’r—’rogeﬂ‘ners but it all seems quite far
away. Yes - some institutions have tried to move back to ‘normal, but what we've known as ‘normal’
has changed significantly. How many of you have used Skype again, after years of neglect, or tried
their luck with Zoom and other online meeting tools? How many of you had to put their research on
hold because traveling - especially by airplane - was suddenly off the table? It is a trying time for
those of you, who scheduled a field trip and are not able to travel. It is a trying time for those of you,
who are ‘stuck” in their research country and are unable to return to Germany. The Covid-19
pondemic pushes higher education online, fovouring the g|obc1| elite and those who have access to all
the important resources. [+ pus|’1es on—’rhe—ground research, face-to-face meetings and other physico|

interactions off the surface.
Cance”ecl +rips, Comcerences, summer SChOOIS

Junior Fellow Shaden Kamel had to cut her field trip short. She says: "Consequem‘/y, this will impact
me from attending a conference, as it depended on my fieldwork’. It is indeed the case that one event
oftentimes affects another, hence one missing piece can lead to an unfinished puzz|e. Mony of you
have to overthink their time schedule. Kamel was also unable to attend a summer school she was

interested in, so new events have to take p|oce soon.

Lena Naumann |o|ormeo| a tfrip to Nigerio to conduct interviews for her thesis. These interviews are
very important for her, because some of them are with contemporary witnesses with whom she has

o|reody spoken brieﬂy, but further information is still missing. Back in Ju|y 2020 she says:

‘Even if | could travel, these people are still in the middle of a lockdown. This pandemic
is very problematic for them, because most of them are artists. These are very

cl‘na”enging times'.
Positive sides?

Aside from all the research one conducts in the field, interviews need to be listened to, chop’rers need
to be written, articles need to be read... Kamel states: ‘| would say the only positive impact of this

period is that it allowed me to focus more on wriﬁng".


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1023
http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/kamel_shaden/index.html
http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/status_groups_BIGSAS/junior_fellows/naumann_lena/index.html

Another Junior Fellow, who was 'stuck' in Ghana where his research takes p|ace, overcame certain
challenges by being even more ambitious. John Ebotui Yajalin says: ‘In my case, the data collection
was halted when the government imposed a parﬁa/ lockdown of the two main cities Accra and
Kumasi where my survey was taken place. E ven though | was frustrated, the lockdown period gave
me ample time tfo transcribe my interviews and enter my data into SPSS. Evem‘ua”y, when the
lockdown was lifted, | continued but had it tough arranging interviews with officials. In the end, |
complefed the task’.

A pandemic like this urges us all to be more creative, resilient and ambitious as the Status Quo is

cha”enged in many ways.

John Ebotui Yajalin (left) conducting
field work in Ghana during the Covid-
19 pandemic. (c) John Ebotui Yaijalin

Defending in times of a pandemic?

Yes, it is possib|el While first there was a hold on dispu’ra’rions, BIGSAS is able to conduct defences
again since June 2020. Um(or’runo’re|y, Junior Fellows had to defend in front of committee members
only and no additional guests were allowed. Even now - almost a year later - defences have to take
|o|oce in camera or even vir+uo||y‘ Usua”y, lots of friends, co||eagues and Fomi|y members attend the
dispquo’rions to celebrate with the Junior Fellows aofter their successful examination. However, all we

can do at the time being is wait for an improvement of the situation and the revocation of restrictions.

Alzbeta Svdblovd was the first one who defended her PhD project in camera. She shares her
experience: ‘Defending in the times of Covid-19 was very much marked by the insecurity of the
whole situation for me. My first scheduled date was cancelled, since the social disfancing regulaﬁons
were still very strict. The preparation for the disputation was a bit complicated due to my family
situation - schools were closed, so we had to home-school our daugl-n‘er. This, fogefher with my
husband working in a sysfem-relevanf job, meant that | had very limited time for my work. The
defence itself, however, went well Small technical prob/ems were prompf/y managed and the two
hours passed in no time. And aIH‘:ougI‘: | imagined it in a different way, I will always remember my
defence as a part of this exfraordinary time. | am grafeful that it could be organised and rea”y

appreciate all the support from my committee members and BIGSAS administration team’.
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Covid-19 the chqnge-mqker? From one institution to a system of higher education

We are not arguing the signh(iconce of the Corona virus for the health of humans all over the world.
In regoro|s to education, with an empnosis on nigner education, one can observe different opinions
seeing the pondemic as a threat or even as a chance. As o|reody stated in the beginning, the negative

consequences are fewer face-to-face meetings, conferences or dlike. Due to travel restrictions the

‘international flow of talent and know|edge is o|isrup’red". The limitations in education are now more
present than ever: less offline de|ivery of know|edge and information adds to the privi|ege of those

who are Q|reoo|y able to access information (digi+0||y) in their o|oi|y routine.

Yes, e\/ery+ning tries fo move online. Universities had to come up with fast ideas on how to educate
their students o|uring lockdowns. Universi+y staff were oftentimes overwhelmed by this new art of
Jreocning - suo|c|en|y o|igi+o| (i|)|i+erocy becomes a Wio|e|y discussed topic. But even with enough media

|i’rerocy the access to resources remains prob|emo+ic. In the case of Kenyo for exomp|e, 90% of dll

users access the internet via their mobile phone. 1 GB of data however costs currently 4,90US$. This
tells us one Hwing: data is too expensive. Mony countries invested in online |e0rning before the

pandemic, such as Somadlia, where education also takes place virtually and via apps.

ICTs (information and communication Jrecnno|ogy) are part of the SDGs (sustainable deve|oprnen+
goo|s). Goal 4 aims for quc1|ier education, however Covid-19 reverses the (little) progress that has
been made in the past years. Education needs to be delivered. Otherwise, we will observe forms of

profest and upneovo|s. An open letter from African intellectuals demands a reform of pub|ic po|icy to

favour the African popu|o’rion, to fino”y cnonge curricula and invest in a new po|i+ico| idea of Africa

itself.

The pondemic offers yet another insignJr in a copi+o|is’r, elitist world system, where the rich (in form of
different copi+o|) e><|o|oi’r the poor. Marketisation and austerity will add to a new dependency.
Universities lose a lot of their ‘income’, due to less enrolled students and funds by the government,

organisations or individuals. Let’s not forgeJr all the contract workers who lost their job.

The pondemic cnonges the idea of (nigner) education cornp|e’re|y. ls moving online a threat or a
chance? How did you cope with your research? How are those of you who work at universities

coping and what is the way forward?


https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200406094611664
https://theconversation.com/kenyas-university-students-and-lecturers-face-huge-challenges-moving-online-136682
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/africa-press-office/2020/04/28/coronavirus-somalias-covid-19-response-a-shift-to-online-learning-in-somali-higher-education/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200421142158332
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200428154746989
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BIGSAS JUNIOR FELLOWS, ARENT WE ALL ONE?
by Oladapo Ajayi & Mingging Yuan (September 9th 2020)

O|odopo Ajoyi (Dopo) and Mirigqirig Yuan (A|ice) have been Junior Fellow represeriJroJrives for two

semesters. Here is their goodbye letter to their fellow students.

"Beirig BIGSAS Junior Fellow representatives is an experience that was worthwhile for us. We felt
honored of being elected as the Reps while ot the same realised the weight of responsibility and
promise in front of us when stepping info the position. Our first meeting with Hanza and Larissa (the
reps before them) was r1e|pi(u|4 T|’iey provided tips and irisigi'i’rs on the workirigs of BIGSAS which
fired us up with confidence and smoothed the path ahead of us.

With all sincerity, the moment where we chonged the email signature fo Alice and Dopo announced
the chonge, and yes, composing the first email was not that easy. We still remember the nervousness

and |ong-hour discussion before sending out our first email...

...|oegirming with "Dear all BIGSAS JFs". These are moments one gets to feel and appreciate what
many junior representatives have had to do for their fellow students and on their behalf.

Dr. Scherer and Juliane’s urire|eri’ririg support and encouragement also rie|ped us settle down in our
roles. Triey are o|woys reody to put us H’irough, patient in advice and supporting our p|ons and
understanding of our tasks. Even though these two staff are usudlly our first point of call, the entire
BIGSAS staff is supportive, giving us tips as they continue to work round the clock and mostly behind
the scenes for the sake of the community. Yes, the Junior Fellows are always the primary beneficiaries

of the roles of silent heroes moving mountains |oeyorid the spoHigriJr.

Being in the position allows us to know the role that the administrative staff p|oy, and we appreciatfe
all the efforts and support specially and whole-heartedly. If we must reflect on the things that we
could not achieve within the period we served as representatives, we will not hesitate to admit our
|opses and irnpericechiori. We suppose that is the default nature of human. No’rwiihsionding, we take

responsibi|i’ries for any perceived inodequocies during our two semesters term as BIGSAS reps.

One of the instances we felt left down by circumstances beyond our control was the Swimming
Training for Adult Beginners we initiated. The project and the |ogis+ics of p|orming demanded a huge
amount of time and neiworking. In this regord, we must appreciatfe the amiable staff of the Universiiy
of Boyreurh Welcome Centre, Ange|o, Lea, Susan & Thorsten for ofi(eririg their entire support and
exp|oring all networks (some persorio|) fo iie|p us achieve the project. The class that was meant to run
intfo the summer semester break was over-subscribed. As at our last count, more than 25 regis’rered.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 happened! Yes, your guess is as good as ours... and our world as we know
it began to change...The good news is that we are and would be survivors! And yes, we mean you

the readers and us!
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Tedious but fulfilling:

Perhaps, have you ever wondered what or how we feel preparing Newsletters? Tired! The
Newsletter being a core task of the JFs representfative can be demonding as we s’rrugg|e with our
own works and with all the cho”enges and at the latter part, the cho”enges posed by COVID-19 both
|o|'1ysico||y and psycho|ogico||y. So, once again fo all former Junior Fellow representatives out there
who produced the Newsletters, we salute you, and yes, we stood on your shoulders all ’rhrough the
year. However, undeniob|y, the Newsletter business is also one of the most fu|1(i||ing tasks to embark
on. ltis a process of creation, imagination and occoun+o|oi|i+y. We debated and learnt a lot from it. We
grow with the community and share the hoppiness and celebration of the achievement of every Junior
Fellow. Newsletter is a p|ohcorm of all of us and for all of us. Thumbs up to those Junior Fellows who

send their feedbacks and appreciation to us. Sincere|y, those emails remain treasures to us.

Waitl Are you waiting for this - our modest results? The answer is nonel LOL.

You should just be more active and care about our community.

Let's nurture and have mutual respect for each other. Cooperate and support Shaden and Andreas -
your new reps! Being representatives can be |one|y and cho”enging, but remember, o|espiJre all
difficulties, the reps are always here for you. They're ready fo respond, to act and to engage
whenever needed. Shaden and Andreas deserve our understanding and cooperation. Finally, we
enjoyed and appreciate a lot the privi|ege of close friendships with some of our co||eogues who
provicled us assistance when we needed and offered us their unbiased opinions. You all should get
friends like that. These ones match their words with actions when need to be. Nol We are not giving
names until you invite us for dinner at your apartment.

In case you find it difficult to understand what we have been saying, don't worry, sometimes we can
be confused too, but in sum: For us, being Junior Fellow representatives is about the little Jrhings, it is
about trying, it is a push here and there, it is about a community of dynomic emerging scholars.

Yours +ru|y, Alice & Dopo”

(left) BIGSAS Junior Fellows (and Alumni) ot Cinema Africa
(2019) and (rig|’1+) at a get Jrogeﬂwer at the mensa (2019).
(c) O|oo|opo Ajoyi
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LET'S TALK ABOUT VISUAL, PERFORMANCE, AND
PRACTICE-BASED ARTS

by Dina Sodjadan (January 7th 2021)

Trip to the Berlin Biennale.

(c) Lena Naumann

It's a grey morning in October 2020, when 5|’10r+|y after 10 a.m. five Junior Fellows meet for a virtual
coffee and tea. Little by little, Jrhey all enter the virtual room and greet each other with a goocl
morning. On the computer screen you see friend|y faces, which also show a little bit of tiredness. The

members of the work group LArtistic Research” meet every two weeks to exchonge about their

(doctoral) projects. But first, the focus shifts to the We||-|oeing of all participants. Sophie Lembcke is
based in Berlin and at the fime of the Zoom meeting the Corona situation in the copi’ro| is very fense.
The case numbers of Covid-19-infected peop|e are increasing every o|o\/ and therefore it is important
for the participants to ask each other: Are you feeling alright?

They quick|y drift off, remembering a visit to the Berlin Biennale a few weeks earlier. In Sep’rember
Hwey were able fo participate in cultural life. Junior Fellows from Boyreu’rh travelled to Berlin JrogeH‘uer,

where Sophie welcomed them for a visit. For three doys Jrhey exp|ored different exhibitions.

"That's simply something completely different than always staring at the screen, especially when it

comes to art" (- Sophie)

TogeJrher, the memories are being nourished, because the next (porﬁo|) lockdown came sooner than
expec’red and cultural institutions, museums and exhibition spaces must remain closed again.

Back to the digi’ro| space: Jroo|oy Valerie Gruber will present her research, emphosising the aspect of
art. What is special about the BIGSAS work groups is that all the participants conduct very different
kinds of reseorch, which nevertheless over|op and show some similarities. In the case of the work

group "Artistic Research" it is primori|y the focus on visual, performonce, and proc’rice-bosed arts.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1332

Artistic research as a tool for transformation

The work group creates a space for the artist-researcher to navigate between bubbles of communities
and bubbles of know|edge, for that Jrhey are Jrrons|0’ring and refroming forms of know|eo|ge. It also
focusses on the methods of artistic research as well as developing idiosyncratic methodologies. By
engaging with questions of know|eo|ge produc’rion to and within academia, the group deals with views
on how and where and to whom know|eo|ge is created. After all, artistic research is also a tool for
(po|i’rico|, social) transformation. At 10:20 am dll participants are online, and Valerie starts ’ro”dng
about her project in Latin America. TogeJrher Jrhey ask the question: ,What does artistic research
mean for our current projects?” In Valerie's case, the performative triggers the political sphere and can
thus lead to po|iJric0| chonge. All Junior Fellows listen with excitement, sometimes on|y the porﬁcipon’rs'
hair is visible, as they focus on a piece of paper writing down notes. At 10:50 a.m. Sophie continues,
shares her thoughts, shows videos and encourages a debate: Does academic activism exist? In the
meantime, questions are asked and after both presentations, the Junior Fellows enter a joint discussion.
Todoy, the focus lies on decolonial practices, how one can stretch and question the boundaries in
research and science, and above all, to what extent art and artistic research is used as a tool to s|ow|y

but sure|y overcome limits and restrictions.

The work groups at BIGSAS offer a space for ne’rworking and exchonge. Quite often, proc’rico| ideas
like events or even the pub|ico+ion of a BIGSASworks! issue are born. In BIGSAS, different peop|e
come together, all of whom have gone through o different academic and personal journey. The
imprint that the doctoral candidates have experienced leads not least to the choice of the doctoral
thesis topic that one will be working on at the end. Work groups serve as d p|oh(orm to change one's
perspective, to rethink one’s own project and even to make new acquaintances and friends. Work
groups thus offer an opportunity for further groerh and ’rhinking, even if the exchonge (currenHy)
takes place in the digital space.

The Work Group "Artistic Research” consists of six members, who are, Khadija Benthami, Valerie
Gruber, Shaden Kamel, Sophie Lembcke, Dandara Maia Schellenberg, Lena Naumann.

Go ahead and engage in WGs

The plans of the work groups are being followed with
excitement, and who knows, moybe YOU too would
like to found a WG? More information about the work
groups can be accessed here. Questions can be

directed to BIGSAS ot any time.

(C) Leno Noumonn
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JUSTICE FOR AFRICANS BY AFRICANS
by Cecilia Ngaiza (February 20th 2020)

The World Day of Social Justice - established loy the United Nations in 2007 and first celebrated in

2009 - sheds |igh+ on social justice issues all over the world. Junior Fellow Cecilia Ngaiza exp|oins the

importance of social justice for her own research at BIGSAS.

...human rights must be responsive to African circumstances. Clearly, collective

righfs...are an essential element of human righfs in Africa. [1]

This year (2020), | am proud to celebrate a World Day of Social Justice in an advent of conducting
my PhD research based on peop|es' rigHs. It is my o|ee|o conviction that social justice in any society,
country or region is horo”y attained if peop|e are faced with human rithrs violations. In Africa
por’ricu|or|y, human rithrs have been in violation since time immemorial. However, the situation was
manifested during the period of slave trade and colonialism. Post the colonial period, some of the
newly independent African countries’ governments conducted themselves undemocratically through
authoritarian, exp|oi+0+ive, oppressive, corrupt and discrimino+ory governance at the expense of
human rigl’]’rs and social justice. This resulted into several coup d’ etats, proJrroc’red civil wars |o|us wars
of hosﬁ|i+y and regime chcmge. Such circumstances culminated into peop|e's rampant economic crises,

cultural restlessness, po|i+ico| insecurities, internal and external o|isp|ocemen+s of peop|e.

This bockground necessitated presence of the coordinated human rigHs system in Africa, stemming
from the adoption of the regional human rights” instrument. The drafting process of the said African
regional human rights agreement was put in action by the then Organisation of African Unity
(OAU), now the African Union (AU) in the year 1979 and culminated into the odop’rion of the
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights “the Charter” by the OAU member states in 1981. The
odop’red Charter unique|y contains all three generations of rights with the third generation of rights
(peop|e's righ’rs) [2] offording it its pecu|ior characteristic as it addresses group/so|ic|ori+y rithrs which

are inherenﬂy vital fo attaining social justice.

Despite the fact that the Charter was adopted without the definition of who are the ‘peoples” as
mentioned in the title and articles 19 to 24 of the Charter, the African Commission on Human and

Peoples’ Rights jurisprudence has inter alia fit indigenous peoples o such position.

[1] Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC) and Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR) versus
/\/igerio, Communication number 155/96, porogroph 68.

[2] Righf fo equo/ify, righf fo free o’ispose of wealth and natural resources, righf fo economic, social and cultural
o’eve/opmenf, rig/’vf to national and international peace and security and the righf fo soh’sfocfory environment

respecﬁve/y.
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This is where my research interest deve|oped. | undertake to s’ruo|y the re|o+ionship that exist between
peop|es/ rigHs embedded in the Charter and the indigenous peop|es, drowing spechcic exomp|es from
the Akie, Borlooig, Hadza and the Maasai peop|es of Tanzania.

| conduct my research with the supposition that, the Feosibih’ry of the abovementioned provisions of the
Charter addressing peoples” rights brings about social justice amongst the indigenous peoples in
Tanzania and else where in the African continent. This can be done when member states to the
Charter like Tanzania fulfills its dquy to promote and protfect peop|es' rithrs domes’rico”y Jrhrough
|oo|icies, |ego| and institutional initiatives.

Therefore, Jrhrough my research, | o|e|ibero’re|y intend to posi+ive|y contribute know|eo|ge in the human
righ’rs field on the viobi|i’ry of attaining social justice for the indigenous peop|es via positive
imp|emen+o’rion of regiono| human righ’rs law at the national level. | am of the belief that, the outcome
of my erucly will give the world even more reasons to celebrate the World Day of Social Justice.

No human righ’rs, no social justice.

Happy World Day of Social Justice 2020!

About the Author

Cecilia Ngaiza is a PhD Junior Fellow ot BIGSAS
Working with  the Africa Mu|ﬁp|e Cluster of
Excellence - research section Affiliations, under the
project titted "Human RigHs, Corporate Social
Responsibility and Inferacting Markets in Africa”. She
holds o Master of Laws (LLM) in Regiono|
Integration and East African Community Law and
a Bachelor of Laws (Hons), both from the University
of Dar es Salaam. She is also an Advocate of the Through BIGSAS, the researcher desires to

High Court of Tanzania and a Member to Tanzania
Women Lowyers/ Association (TAWLA). She has
a dedicated interest in the human rigHs law field

occomp|ish her advancement of know|eo|ge
and experience in the spechcic s’ruo|y of third
generation of righ’rs (peop|es/ righ’rs). The

and  has worked with the aforementioned

ocquired know|eo|ge and skills Jrhroughou’r the

community based human rithrs non—governmen+o|
organization - TAWLA situated in Tanzanig,

before joining the University of Dar es Salaam,

s+uo|y will be significon’r to the researcher’s
career as an academician and a human
rigHs odvocq’re, spechcico”y in an African
School of Law as an Assistant Lecturer. community setting with which she intends to

work c|ose|y in the future.
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LA JOURNEE INTERNATIONALE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

by Carolin Herzog (March 20th 2020) \]7\_/((
I

Chaque 20 mars, les francophones de tous les continents célebrent la Journée internationale de la

froncophonie. L'expression « Froncophonie » est utilisée pour désigner, d'une part, ensemble des
locuteurs et locutrices du fromc;ois et d'autre part, fous les Etats dans |esque|s le fromc;ois est la |cmgue

officielle et/ou le francais est por|é au quoﬁdien[]].

De nombreuses organisations culturelles (Institut frongois) organisent des événements en vue de
promouvoir la langue francaise dans de nombreuses et différentes régions du monde & l'occasion de
la Journée internationale de la Francophonie. Le francais, considéré comme la deuxieme langue
efrangere la p|us apprise, aux cotés de |/ong|ois, il est por|é sur les cing confinents. Plus
porficu|iéremen+ en Afrique, on y frouve non seulement des Etats Froncophones, mais aussi des

régions ou le francais est enseigné.

Hérité du passé colonial, le Frongois est resté la |ongue officielle (en dehors des autres |ongues) de 19
Etats en Afrique subsaharienne et de que|ques pays du Moghreb. Il convient de noter que non

seulement la France, mais aussi la Be|gique a introduit la |ongue frongoise dans ses anciennes colonies.

La frcmcophonie a foujours été une nécessité, pour la promotion de la |cmgue frcmgoﬂse dans sa
diversité a travers le monde entier. L'exemple de l'écrivaine franco-marocaine Leila Slimani lauréate
du prix Goncourt, qui a été nommée Ambassadrice de la Froncophonie en 2017 par le Président
Macron, montre cette p|c4ce importante qu'occupe lo Froncophonie. Par ailleurs, la Froncophonie
perpétue égo|emen’r des traditions vieillissantes, telles que la relation hiérorchique intfrinseque entre la
France et les autres pays francophones. Certes, la France est au coeur de la francophonie, mais les
régions et notamment les pays froncophones d‘Afrique évoluent vers un statut périphérique et
dépendent des structures et des organismes de financement francais, en particulier dans le secteur

culturel.

Toutefois, cette journée sera une occasion de se pencher sur le réle actuel de la Froncophonie et de

discuter a la fois défis et opportunités de cette communauté |inguis’rique

[1] Semujanga, Josias : ,Panorama des littératures frcmcophones". In : No/ictye, Christine (Hrsg.): Introduction aux

[ittératures frcmcophones. Afrique, Caraibe, Moghreb Les presses de [Université Montréal, Montréal, 2004.
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CULTURAL DISCRIMINATION, DEMOCRACY AND
MOROCCAN LANGUAGE POLICY

by Abdellah Idhssaine (April 16th 2020)

On the occasion of the World Voice Day 2020, | am pleased to share with you a few reflections with
respect to patterns of cultural discrimination in Morocco, an issue which | Jrhorouglﬂy address in my

doctoral research project.

The rebellious uprisings the MENA region has recenJr|y undergone could not have gone unnoticed
without ramifications on the Moroccan po|i’rico| arena where several popu|dr profests raised s|ogons

against the ongoing corruption under|ying the Moroccan socio-economic system.

The increasing tension expressed |oy the 20 Februory movement has resulted in an unprecedenred
constitutional reform in 2011 wnereb\/ the State aimed to reinforce the patterns of democratization

among Moroccans both at the macro (i.e., institutional) and micro (i.e., socio-economic) levels.

The procrastination po|icy embraced |oy decision makers to proceed with the, de facto, imp|emen’ro’rion
of the provisions of the amended constitution has not brougnr about substantial chonges as regords
the socioeconomic prob|erns Morocco is focing, inc|uding gender inequo|i+y, access to neoanore, lack of

education as well as |inguis+ic and cultural discrimination.

In what follows, | shall brieﬂy pinpoint a few manifestations of the |inguis’ric and cultural discrimination
the Amazigh Cultural Movement is experiencing due to the pan-Arabist and Islamist ideology
odoered by the ru|ing party (ie, PJD).

A closer look at the provisions of Article 5 of the amended constitution reveals that both Arabic and
Annozign are recognized as official |onguoges of Morocco. However, the scope of Amozign in a
number of priority domains of pub|ic life such as administrations, education, media outlets, official

documents as well as courts remains considerob|y limited, compored to that of Arabic and French.

A |orrge portion of Amozigns born in remote areas do not speok a word in Arabic; yet, Jrney are
required to defend themselves in Arabic during court proceedings, an act which presumob|y violates

the provisions under|ying the 2011 constitution.
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Another form of discrimination against the Amozigh community concerns the use of Arabic as
medium of instruction for pupi|s who do not speok the |cmguoge; this does not seem to o|ign with the
regionalization project Morocco aims to pursue to reinforce fair distribution of power at the cultural,

economic and po|i+ico| level.

Despite UNESCO's urgent recommendation to teach in mother tongues during the early years of
primary education, the State contfinues to assimilate members of the Amazigh community to the

|slamic ideology in which Arabic seems to be prioritized over any other language.

A po+en+io| resolution to minimize the |inguis’ric and cultural discrimination against the Amozigh
community resides in a democratic imp|emen’ro’rion of the provisions of Article 5 such that it is
compo’rib|e with the regiono|izo’rion project Morocco aims to pursue in an attempt to reinforce patterns

of democratization in Morocco.
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c) Abdellah Idhssaine
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LA DEMOCRATIE ET CE QUE LE PRINTEMPS ARABE A A
NOUS APPRENDRE A CE SUJET

by Andreas Wiist (September 15th 2020)

En 2007, les Nations unies ont déclaré le 15 seerembre comme Journée internationale de la
démocratie. Andreas Wiist nous entraine dans un voyage en Tunisie et nous exp|ique pourquoi la

démocratie devrait étre remise en question.

Je me souviens d'une journée il y a cing ans précisément. A |'époque je faisais un stage dans une
fondation allemande en Tunisie, qui avait pour objec:JrhC de soutenir et accompagner le pays dans sa
transition démocro’rique. J'étais p|ein d'enthousiasme et de détermination pour cetfe mission. En ce jour
de mi-Septembre 2015, je pris place dans I'un des nombreux pefits taxis qui comptent parmi les
moyens de transports les |o|us popu|c1ires dans le fourmillement de la circulation tunisienne. Javais
rendez-vous avec une ONG tfunisienne, mais |o|us que ce rendez-vous d'une heure et demie, je me
roppe”erois mon trajet en taxi de pres d'une vingtaine de minutes. Apres peu de temps, je me
tfrouvais en |o|eine discussion avec le chauffeur. Au début nous ne por|ions que de sujets banals du
genre : D'ol je venais, ce que faisais a Tunis etc. Tantot la conversation se tourna vers la situation
|oo|i’rique dans |Qque||e se trouvait la Tunisie. Depuis que le dictateur tunisien de |ongue date, Zine el-
Abidine ben Ali o été démis de ses fonctions et exilé en Arabie Saoudite en printemps 2011 par les
profestations pociﬁques de la révolution jasmin, le pays nord-africain  a occomp|i des progres
remorquob|es. Aprés la chute de l'autocrate, la popu|o’rion tunisienne avait choisi la voie démocroﬁque,
vivement acclamé par l'occident. Avec les premieres élections libres du pays l'assemblée constituante
avait vu le jour et le premier gouvernement élu par le peuple était entré en office sous légide de

I'Ennahdg, parti islamiste modéré.

7“ En 2014, la nouvelle constitution - la p|us libérale du monde

arabe - avait été approuvee et dans la méme année un

nouveau présiderﬁr avait gagné les premieres élections
présidentielles. Au  début de lannée 2015 finalement -
dailleurs 'année de mon premier séjour en Tunisie - le premier
gouvernement nommeé sous la nouvelle constitution avait
entamé son travail. Vu cette pen(ormonce extraordinaire, les
Tunisiens, n‘auraient-ils eu droit d'étre fiers de |'ocquis? Moi, je
étais, toujours ébloui par 'euphorie de la révolution de 2010/11
réussite, que javais suivie depuis |'A||emogne tout en croisant
les doig’rs pour les Tunisiens. A |'époque, j'étais encore éleve en
classe terminale et fasciné par la révolution allemande qui
avait fait tomber le mur de Berlin en 1989, soit 3 ans avant ma
naissance. J'étais sir que jétais & en train dassister & un

Museé du Bardo (C> Andreas Wuer moment his’rorique qui allait reproduire |'exemp|e allemand.
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Ce jour-ld en septembre 2015, jétais donc d'autant plus surpris quand jécoutais les paroles dudit
chauffeur de taxis qui me conduisait dans les rues de Tunis. L'image qu‘i| m'a dépein’r sur la situation
était completement différente. C'était une image que jallais croiser encore souvent durant mon séjour

en Tunisie et qui ne correspondoi’r point & mon propre regcrd en rose sur les évenements o|e|ouis 2011
D'aspirations dégues et de réves évaporés

Contrairement & la joie et a lambiance de renouveau, qui avait emporté les gens en 2011, et
contrairement a |'op’rimisme que m avaient signo|é mes interlocuteurs issus de I'élite |oo|i’rique du pays ;
bref contrairement a tout ce que j'avais attendu, vu mes expériences antérieures, la voix du chauffeur
de taxi exposait de la colere, de la frustration et de |'ongoisse a |'égord de l'avenir.

D/opr‘es |ui, rien n'avait chongé o|e|ouis 20T], de moins pas au mieux : L "économie toujours en boisse,
lislamisme en hausse, chacun faisait ce qu'il voulait et ce qui lui paraissait utile. Je n'avais qu'a
regarder le chaos dans les rues : sous le dictateur Ben Ali il y avait eu de l'ordre au moins et les gens
avaient observé les rég|es. Et maintenant ? Rien de tout cela | A quoi bon donc toute cette nouvelle

liberté si I'économie était toujours par terre et si l'on n‘avait rien & manger.

Je ne savais pas quoi dire,
j'étais embarrassé et, en tant
quétranger, je ne me sentais
pos dans la position de
mettre en avant les acquis
|oo|i’riques du pays ni de
sou|igner a que| point les
chongemen’rs obtenus
étaient impressionnants.
Trop réels, me paraissaient
les besoins inassouvis et les
reves dégus de cet homme.

En effet la révolution avait

|o|ongé I'économie tunisienne

dans une dépression

profonde qui trouble le pays : S :
Thermes d'Antonin de qu’rhoge (c) Andreas W st

jusqua ce jour. Cette crise
s'était aggravée davantage
en 2015 quond, dans un
court délai  de quelques
semaines seulement enfre
mars et juin, deux atroces
attaques terroristes avaient

froppé le pays.



Ces jours-la |o|us que 60 personnes avaient été tuées dans un ressort touristique a la p|oge de Sousse
et dans le Musée orc|’1éo|ogique du Bardo & Tunis. Et avec cela, s'était effondrée I'une des branches

économiques les p|us importantes du pays, le fourisme.

Cette crise se manifesta de maniere douloureuse quelques jours plus tard. A Iépoque, je travaillais
également pour une maison d'édition francaise spécialisée dans les lettres classiques. Dans le cadre
d'une recherche pour un reportage de voyage (Urbs antiqua fuit - une journée sous le soleil de
Carthage & Musa, mihi causas memora) je visitai les grands sites archéologiques de Carthage qui se
trouvent aux marges du Tunis moderne. Ma promenade qui me faisait découvrir les vestiges
mogniﬁques des bains d'’Antonin le Pieux, m'amena finalement au petit magasin d'un marchand de

souvenirs. Je m'arrétai devant les rayons et commenga une discussion avec la propriétaire.

Comme je l'avais déja entendu quelques jours auparavant, elle aussi ne montra plus aucune passion
J J ouxesle J P P P

pour la démocratie. Elle aussi, elle se faisait des soucis par rapport & 'avenir. Je devrais regorder
autour de moi si je ne remarquais pas comment le site était vide. A la ronde jétais le seul touriste alors
qu’ou’rrefois, des centaines de personnes par jour seraient venues voir ces miracles durant cette saison-
la. Maintenant - et surtout depuis les attaques terroristes du printemps - ce n'était plus qu'une dizaine

P g P P plus g
qui frouvait le chemin de son magasin. Si cela continuait comme ca, elle devait fermer sa loou’rique 1

Une fois de |o|us je ne savais pas quoi répondre, je me tus et m'en allai peu apres.

Plus tard dans la journée, durant une visite guidée au Musée du Bardo, on sarréta devant une
mosaique antique installée par terre. Mon guide me demanda alors de faire attention et de ne
marcher que trés doucement sur le chef d'oeuvre. Il regrettait beaucoup qu'il ne pouvait plus m'offrir
des porﬁouﬂes en toison pour protéger la mosaique de la poussiere des semelles de nos chaussures.
Malheureusement, les vieilles pon’rouﬂes s'étaient abimées avec le temps et [actuelle situation
financiere du musée ne permettait pas l'achat de nouveaux exemp|0ires. Ainsi cette mosaique qui,
couverte de sable du désert, avait survécu aux temps et qui depuis sa découverte était exposé au
musée, risquait maintenant de disporo?’rre a l'endroit méme qui normalement devrait la protéger. Quel
dilemme : sans mosdaique pas de touristes, mais avec touristes pas de mosaique l Qu'aurais-je di
répondre & cela ? Jétais sincerement désolé et essayais d'éviter de toucher la mosaique. Par la suite,
mon guide m'amena, sans que je l'aurais voulu, dans les salles normalement fermées au public ou
que|ques semaines auparavant 24 personnes avaient été tuées dans une atroce attaque terroriste.
L'ospec’r qui se présenta était tfrop pour moi : ce sang qui avait pénétré le sol en marbre, ces vitrines
cassées par des projec+i|es, ces éclats de grenodes et ces trous de balles dans les murs me hantent

jusqu a ce jour.


http://www.bardomuseum.tn/
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https://www.laviedesclassiques.fr/article/bavaricus-%E2%80%94-les-larmes-du-bardo

La démocratie - un passe-partout ?

Cing ans vont bientdt écoulés depuis cette visite au Musée du Bardo. Et en décembre 2020, la
Révolution de Jasmin fétera son dixieme anniversaire. A |’époque, des milliers de personnes avaient
quitte leurs maisons pour revendiquer p|us de participation po|i+ique et une amélioration de leurs

conditions de vie.

Le mécontentement dans les rues avait alors déclenché une vague de protfestations que l'on connait
aujourd hui sous le nom souvent critiqué de Printemps arabe” et qui allait par la suite bouleverser
toute une région. Or jusqu'a ce jour, la Tunisie demeure le seul pays dans la région du Maroc 4 la
Syrie & avoir réussi la transition d'un régime autfocrate a une démocratie. Le prix qua payé le pays est
pourtant élevé, l'économie souffre toujours et Iélite politique n'arrive pas & sortir d'une bagarre
permanente.

Le sort du pays et de la région ainsi que des gens qui y habitent ne me lachent plus depuis. Cette
lutte souvent pénible pour la stabilité et un peu plus d'aisance me fascine toujours. Mon projet de
doctorat sur la po|i+ique culturelle de ces pays me permet alors d'entrer en o|io|ogue avec beoucoup de

personnes.

Ainsi au Maroc, l'un des rares pays ou le régime auftoritaire est reste |orgemen+ intact mo|gré
que|ques petites réformes, jai récemment mené une interview avec un chercheur de ['Université
Mohammed V de Rabat. Comme beaucoup de marocains, il est convaincu que la démocratie comme

nous la connaissons & l'occident n'est pas viable au Maroc.

Mon interlocuteur p|oio|e au contraire pour une opproche qui prenne en considération les circonstances
locales aussi bien culturelles que his+oriques. Ence qui concerne son propre pays il pense que la forme
de ,démocratie’ prafiquée au Maroc avec un roi a la téte de 'état qui réconcilie en sa personne les
différentes identités présentes dans sa nation et qui sert d'arbitre dans des situations d'imposse
|oo|i’rique, sest prouvée la meilleure et la |o|us stable pour le pays. Au Maroc en tout cas on voulait
épargner au peuple un sort comme lont connu les pays en guerre civile fels que la Libye, la Syrie et le
Yémen, ou encore la situation de la Tunisie qui m0|gré son orientation démocraﬁque & l'occidentale

narrive pas a sortir de la crise.

Winston Churchill a dit une fois en 1947 - ‘Mony forms of Government have been tried, and will be
tried in this world of sin and woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed it has
been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except for all those other forms that have
been tried from time to time....’

En fait, la démocratie est la pire des formes de gouvernement & |’excep’rion de toutes celles qui ont été
essayeées de temps en tfemps. Méme si, personne”emerﬁ, je souhaite aux peup|es marocain, tfunisien et
autres que les propos de Winston Churchill s'avéreront justes et que la liberté, |'égo|i+é et |'état de droit
regneront partfout un jour, je commence tout de méme a comprendre que ces porodigmes, qui se sont
prouveés utiles chez nous, ne doivent pas nécessairement I'étre aussi ailleurs. Ou comme I'a formulé le

professeur de I'Université de Rabat pour le cas marocain :



En fait, la démocratie est la pire des formes de gouvernement & |'excep’rion de toutes celles qui ont été
essayees de temps en temps. Méme si, personne”emen’r, je souhaite aux peup|es marocain, tfunisien et
autres que les propos de Winston Churchill s'avéreront justes et que la liberté, Iégalité et I'état de droit
regneront partout un jour, je commence tout de méme & comprendre que ces paradigmes, qui se sont
prouveés utiles chez nous, ne doivent pas nécessairement I'étre aussi ailleurs. Ou comme I'a formulé le

professeur de ['Université de Rabat pour le cas marocain -

Al'y a certains stéréotypes sur le Maroc, il y a une certaine vision, je dirais, carrée sur le
Maroc. Soit on dit que le Maroc est un régime autoritaire et ¢ca s arréte la, soit nous
sommes devant un régime irréprochable. Or il n'en est rien de tout cela. Nous sommes
devant un régime qui est en p/eine vie, qui nest pas parfaif, mais qui se perfecﬁonne
au jour le jour. Et la perfecﬁon dans le cas marocain nest pas synonyme d occidentalité.
Et pas synonyme du modeéle occidental. Cest a dire que si vous cherchez a voir au
Maroc une phofocopie ou une copie de la rationalité frangaise ou occidentale, vous vous
trompez des le déparf. D qilleurs cette maniere de voir a [ américaine traditionnelle, c'est
dépassé. Maintenant la rationalité peut étre aussi locale, seulement il s'agit de découvrir

comment elle fonctionne".

Avec mon étude doctorale jessaie alors de mieux
comprendre le fonctionnement de ces autres régimes qui
sur un niveau empirique fournissent & leurs popu|o+ions
suffisamment de raisons de les soutenir. Ces régimes alors
que peut-étre non-démocratiques selon des criteres établis,
peuvent tout de méme étre |égiﬁmes aux yeux des gens :
Qu'ils sappuient sur une référence Jrhéo|ogique ou
idéo|ogique, qu'i|s se servent du charisme d'un leader
po|i’rique ou d'une ascendance royo|e - ces régimes sont
loin d'étre uniformes ou mono|i’rhiques. Tout au contraire,
ils évoluent en permanence et font souvent preuve d'une
capacité  surprenante d'odop’ro’rion aux  situations
chongeorﬁes tout en répondorﬁ, dans une certaine
mesure, aux besoins et demandes socio-po|i+iques et
économiques de la popu|0’rion. Si, avec mes recherches,

jarrive & ajouter méme un peu au savoir sur cette danse

© J de funombu|e, mon travail ne sera pds en vain.
c) Andreas W st

Der Artikel ist auch auf Deutsch verfiigbar.

(Traduction frangaise par Andreas Wiist et Yao
Sodjc:c/on)
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF BREAD - BON APPETIT
by Dina Sodjadan (October 16th 2020)

On October 16th we celebrate the international day
of bread. Many of you may think: the Germans
again! They love their bread. What clearly sounds
like a cliché is quite often true in reo|i’ry. But bread is
not just bread, it's a craft. While some of us don't
want to miss their muesli in the morning, others
prefer to make jam bread. In the evening you get a
hearty sandwich with cheese and sausage. What
Germans who live abroad miss: real German bread.
As a result, this popu|or commodier can quicHy be
traded between different households. But as much

as H1€ CI’O\/iﬂg 'FOF breod may be presenJr in some O]C

us, bread is an in+egro| part of almost every culture
(c) Dina Sodjadan o | ' around the world. Two of our Junior Fellow share
their recipes +oo|oy. Joh Sarre loves homemade
whole grain bread, but also ‘Gurusa din’, a Nubian

specialty.

"Just recently a friend asked me what | miss most about Germany when I'm in a non-European
country. After a short fhouglﬂ', my answer was acfua”y: bread - probab/y the most clichéd answer
among German expats. My absolute favorite bread is my home-baked whole grain bread - thanks
to a simple recipe for success it even takes less time to prepare than cycling to the bakery. My
favorite food on field research was actually bread-like: The Nubian specialty ‘Gurusa din’, a kind of
f/uffy pancake, is the only pastry | know that is made with yeast AND baking powc’er. It is cooked
in a pan with the lid closed and tastes good with sweetened tea or with hearfy sauces, for example

meat or okra’ - Joh Sarre.

Qur Junior Fellows shares the recipe, which is especio”y suitable for PhD students and other peop|e
with little time and high energy requirements

500 gr wholemeal speH flour

150 gr seeds (sunflowers, linseed, pumpkin, chia, chopped nuts...mixed to taste)
1/2 | water
2 tsp o|ry yeast

2 tsp salt

2 Jrc1|o|e5|ooons fruit vinegar (e.g. opp|e vinegor)
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Mix the o|r\/ ingredierﬁs in a bowl, mix the |iquid ingredien’rs in the measuring cup, then tilt ’roge+her

and knead into a viscous dough using dough hooks. Pour into a box form (30x15cm), |o|oce in a cold
(1) oven, set to 200°C top/bottom heat. Th later the bread should be ready, ie. it should sound hollow

when you tap on the bottom. Um(or’runcﬁre|y on|y works reo”y well in an electric oven, gas ovens get

too hot too quick|y.

Veronica Buchumi, who already baked her delicious chapati for the BIGSAS Get-Together in
February 2020, shares her recipe with us. For those who have not yet made their own chapati, the

process can appear to be endless. But with a little practice you will soon become a master baker

you rse|1(.

First of all, Veronica follows the recipe from BigOven. She then
adds her own flair:
e The salt, sugar and oil can be mixed direcHy into the flour
before odding water. | prefer using milk in most cases as it
adds a different flavour - water is best if you are cooking for a

person with o||ergy to milk/lactose. You can add a bit of butter
too (Water/Milk has to be warm).

In most cases | use lkg of flour to make chapati and for that | use
rough 600ml of water/milk, a full teaspoon of sugar and salt (one
spoon for each), and two Jrc1b|e5|ooons of vege+ob|e oil and two
Jro1b|e5|ooon of melted butter (if you want Jr|'1ough) - vege’r0b|e oil is
totally fine. The dough has to be quite soft as in not too hard and
not too soft. Thus, | would recommend odding water s|ow|y to
avoid putting too much water and be forced to add more flour to
make it nice. Usu0||y, you know it is good if the dough is non-stick
and kind of elastic if you pull it.

e You also don't have to wait for 40 mins, unless you have time.
Sometimes | wait, sometimes | just cook s’rroigh’r away.
o Check the ro||ing process and the cooking here (and learn some

Swahili too, yay!)

Veronica concludes: The bottom line is that the most important
ingredien’rs for chopo’ri are: wheat flour, salt, sugar, cooking oil. The
rest is |uxury and just to add flavour.

So not all bread is the same. Bread is eaten in all latitudes and
longitudes of our planet. There are sweet and savory variations.
Some types are eaten p|oin, others are served with a drink or a

main course.

(c) Dina Sodjadan

Wrrite your notes here..

¢ ¢
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https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/907
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP546yXSx0Y&ab_channel=Shuna%27sKitchenhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP546yXSx0Y
https://www.bigoven.com/recipe/kenyan-soft-layered-chapati/2296480
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THE INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY - AN INTERVIEW
WITH ASAF AUGUSTO ON NORTH TO SOUTH
MIGRATION

by Sofie Reinl (December 18th 2020)

In 2000 the UN determined the 18th of December to be celebrated as the International Migrants
Doy, in remembrance of the ‘Infernational Convention on the Protection of the Rithrs of All Migrcm’r
Workers and Members of Their Families” which was odoered on the same date in 1990.

In current times migration is a higHy po|iﬁcised topic in the western pub|ic and academic sphere,
focusing mainly on South to North movements of individuals and families. Often grouped up and
equofecl with discourses about refugees, it comes with a literdl borroge of different po|i+ic0| opinions,

pub|ic strategies, and institutional responses.

In the |igh’r of the 20th International Migrorﬁs Do\/ Jroo|0\/, the undispqued relevance and the recent
successful defence of his doctoral thesis "North to South Migration: Portuguese Labour Migration to
Ango|o”, we sat down with Asaf Augus’ro to discuss an interesting blind spot in debates about
international migration: nome|y North-South Migroﬁon, with an emphosis on PorJruguese migrant

workers to Angola as a ‘'new” form of migration.
Postcolonial theory, Lusotropicalism and Coloniality[1]

Using the lens of the postcolonial theory Asaf looked at the legacy of the Portuguese Colonial
En’rerprise in Ango|o, which was higH\/ influenced b\/ ‘\Luso’rropicohsm”. This was the icleo|og\/ of
superiority over other forms of colonialism, due to the emphosis on a peoce{u| licison between coloniser
and colonised: poroded by the re|o’rive|y high number of interracial marriages and mixed-race children.
This notion of racial hormony, Jrhough often in contrast with the reo|i’ry of racialised hierarchies and
stereotypes, exerts much influence in Ango|cm and Por’ruguese pu|o|ic perception of their re|o+ionshi|o
until +odqy. In this context Asaf uses the concept of Co|onio|i+y: nome|y colonial concepts, ideas and

images that transcend direct colonial rule.

“The slogan ofAngo/a is from the north to the south we are one people: This was the
myth that the government implemented. Within this notion of ‘one people’, issues of
race, class and eH‘micH’y were complei’ely dismissed. Even when it I‘lappened, H')ey said:
“No this is not who we are’. This is not just part ofAngoIan nation bui/c]ing, but also

the legacy of Portuguese colonialism’.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1319
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day#:~:text=International%20Migrants,Day%2018%20December
https://dd128dc7-e3f7-4f79-b130-3c946df549c4/#_ftn1

This might also help in understanding the Portuguese reluctance to grant their colonies independence.
Oﬁcicio”y Jrhey were pos+u|o+eo| as provinces, not colonies, and henceforth inseporob|e from the
Portuguese Motherland. The Independence of Angola in 1975 was preceded by 13 years of armed
liberation s’rrugg|e, that was ceased with the overthrow of the for—rigH Estado Novo regime in

Portugal and the full concession by the new regime.
‘New" Migration

If Ango|o and Por+ugo| share this common past and continue to have a close international re|o+ionship,
then what exactly can be "new” about Portuguese migration to Angola?

“Since the end of colonialism Ango|o is conven’riono”y not a country where Europeans migrafe to. This
‘new’ migration is not just emp|oyed by retirees or tfourists. Portfuguese peop|e are choosing Ango|c1,
because Jr|'1ey are |ool<ing for jobs - to get gooo| salaries and send money back to Por+ugo|."

It is interesting, that the motivation in this NorJrh—Soquh—Migro’rion doesn't differ from other trends of

international migration. For exomp|e, the UN writes the fo||owing:

“Throughout human history, migration has been a courageous expression of the

individual's will to overcome adversity and to live a better life[2].

Though, the perception of self and others and the \eror’ring' conditions for Por’ruguese migrants in
Angola are quite different and highly influenced by Colonidlity. It starts by a distinction in every-day
|onguoge: permanent movement from North to South is rore|y called migration, instead PorJruguese
migrants are referred to as ‘expatriates’. They often see themselves as descendants of industrialised
countries, who have come to he|p and o|eve|op. This is also mirrored in /A\ngo|cm believes about work
ethics, trust and skills. The narrative of the |ozy native contrasted by the hord—working PorJruguese is
still dominant in a lot of contexts, which in furn lends more trust to Por+uguese workers than Ango|ons:
If you need to get someﬂwing done, you need a Por’ruguese manager. Asaf also looks at skill as a

plastic concept:

"W hat is considered skill in Ango/a is often not considered skill in Por'l'uga/. Someone

working as an electrician in Porfugal mighf end up worI(ing as an engineer in Angola."

The consequence is not on|y a difference in wages (up to four times more), but also an unfair
favouritism when it comes to positions of power. Not im(requenﬂy does that lead to tensions and
discontent at the Workp|oce, when Ango|0ns realise that not every PorJruguese co-workers and

superior is ocfuo”y suﬁ(icienﬂy or better ‘skilled” than them.


https://dd128dc7-e3f7-4f79-b130-3c946df549c4/#_ftn2

Angolan Responses

Bringing this to the forefront of Ango|cm mainstream, a pub|ic discourse remains a sensitive issue - one
could say almost a taboo. Ideas of Lusotropicalism and Colonidlity present Angola as a multiracial
country, without major racial tensions. If one tries to make a po|i’rico| statement, pub|ic outcries often
follow, painting the speaker as a ‘racist’ towards white Angolans. Asaf makes clear, that white citizens
are |oy no means a homogenous group and have a multitude of different bockgrounds, identities, and
origin sfories. Mony are |ong-’rime active members in the Ango|on civil society, hold pub|ic offices and
are o|ee|o|y valued and beloved |oy constituents, neighbours, and friends. All of this migh’r exp|oin the
widespread aversion to one-dimensional attempts to politically capitalise on issues of race and ethnicity.
But it continues to present a difficulty when one tries to describe and resolve tensions and discontent of

Ango|on workers in relation to their PorJruguese co-workers and superiors.

The International Migrants Day

Are initiatives like the UN International Migrorﬁs Doy on the other hand a good p|ohform to raise

OV@I’O” OWOI’QI’]@SS? ASO{S H’]OUgITi'S are c|eor:

“The UN and other organisation tend to concentrate on the South-North migration. This is also the
image you receive from media and public officials. Unconsciously they don't believe that North-
South migration can I'vappen, because there is always this dramatic undersfancling of migration:

people from the Global South who desperafely try to reach the Global North. In my thesis | try to

demonstrate that this is not always the case and problemaﬁse all those impliccrl’ions. | am criﬁca”y
Iooking at how the concept of migration is shaped by E urocentric ideas of Europe as a paradise and

the rest as none-existent or under-deve/oped."

We congratulate Asaf for the successful completion of his PhD degree and are curious for further

contributions in +heory and empirico| research. In the name of BIGSAS, we wish him all the best for
his futurel

[1] Augusto; King (2020): "Skilled white bodies”:
Portuguese workers in Angola as a case of North-
South migration; In: The Geogrophiccd Journal 186;
p.116-127

[2] ths://www.un.org/en/observonces/migrcm’rs—

dCly

Asaf as one of the moderators at
the BIGSAS Journalist Award 2019.
(c) Frank Wunderatsch
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WHAT'S NEXT, MR. KAMAL DONKO?
by Dina Sodjadan (March 27th 2020)

After his Master's degree from Universi’ry of Co|ogne and some time back in his home country Benin,
he decided to move back to Germany and start a research on the "African frontier”. During Kamals
time in Boyreu’rh, he made good friends and enjoyed great support from his supervisors and the
administrative staff ot BIGSAS. Even ’rhough Boyreu’rh compored to Co|ogne is quite small, he has
only positive thoughts about this upper Franconian city to share.

| know | am |eaving some part of myse|1c here”

When he thinks about the past years and his doctoral project, he describes his time as exciting,

cho”enging and hoppy. This looks like a great outcome - so we ask: what was the most exci’ring_porJr?
"The day of my defencel" This makes sense, especially as a defence marks an important step towards
a new chop’rer. However, the excitement arose por+icu|or|y around the time of the examination. The
alumnus thought, "why early in the morning, especially 8:30 am". While he had problems sleeping,
due to being nervous, he was also able to keep his calm. On the next doy, he preserﬁed professiono”y
and engoged in nice discussions. After that, his friends were there to congro’ru|o’re him on his

achievements (..this was the 'pre-Corona' time...)
The biggesi‘ s+rugg|e: Running for a visa

Even Jrhough Kamal Donko has successfu”y handed in his thesis named "Terri’rory, iden’ri’ry and po|iJrics
in a frontier zone: the case of central Benin’, there have always been struggles around his visa. He
makes a gooo| point: "academia is about fhinking, but how can one think, while always running

around in a jungle of bureaucracy?" He proud|y made it, and it is not to forge’r that even just starting

a doctorate can be the first battle to Figh’r.

W hat is next?

lt was only five days affer his defence that Mr Donko
left Boyreuﬂ’m. But, here comes what a lot of students are
aiming at: Based in Parakou, the third bigges’r city in
Benin, the alumnus will be part of a the research project

"Migro’rion control, forced immobi|i+y and  violent

mobilization in the border +riong|e of Burkina Faso, Benin : i
and Niger’ as a pos’rdoc. Being part of the Research (c) Kamal Donko
Section "Mobilities” in the Africa Mu|’rip|e Cluster of

Excellence, he will keep his ties with Boyreu’rh even affer

his doctoral studies at BIGSAS.
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WHAT'S NEXT, CAROLIN HERZOG?
by Dina Sodjadan (May 5th 2020)

She discovered the great variety of Burundian
literature and put it down on paper in her
dissertation. Carolin Herzog is now alumna of
BIGSAS, affer having delivered a successful defence
in February 2020. We are interested: what has

driven her ahead and what will hoppen next.

(c) TGCL / Andi Weiland

The journey to Boyreu’rh was more a coincidence than an active decision. During an in+ernship in
Brussels she heard about the TGCL - Tanzanian-German Centre for Eastern African Legal Studies in
Boyrequh. The joint project between the University of Dar es Salaam and the University of Bayreuﬂw
was founded in 2008 and offers Master's and PhD scholarships for ambitious students of the East
African Community. When support was needed in 2013, Carolin applied and soon became part of the

tfeam.

Coming from the field of German, French and Sponish literature and |inguis’rics, the environment of
the University of Bayreuth invited her to become a part of the Africa research. While working at the
TGCL, she Jrhouthr about a research with a regiono| focus on East Africa. She contacted Professor Ute
Feno”er, with whom she regu|or|y exchonged ideas in the decision-moking process. |ni+io||y, Carolin

focused on Rwandan literature, but soon realised that there is little research on Burundian literature.

‘| was completely not aware of Burundi at that time, | have to admit. But this research

topic caught me, because | could be one of the first in this field.

After carrying out the necessary preparatory research and writing an exposé, Carolin became part of
BIGSAS where she particularly apprecioted the "powerful community” with which she was able to
inferact over the years. One of the highlights were the many conversations that provided an
opportunity for exchange as well as the self-organised “writing ashrams’. The work groups also
proved fo be enriching; they offered a way to reflect on a topic from different angles. Other BIGSAS

Workshops such as a consu|’ring workshop created room for additional interactions.



Surely there must have been a special experience during the doctoral training period? Yes - the
Annual Conference of the African Literature Association which was hosted by Yale University in New
Haven in 2017. While around 600 people come together for a whole week and one can choose from
seven pone|s +ol<ing |o|oce at the same time, this either ends in a comp|e+e overwhe|ming or exciting
experience. For Carolin it was the latter: “I was so impressec] by the gafhering of international experts

on African literature. It was hard to choose what presentations to attend”.

At the conference she gave one of her first presentations in French. She mastered this cho”enge and

was rewarded with positive feedback.

‘| don't like to hold presentations so much, but it was goocl and so motivating. That is what strikes

me the most - the questions and the critique was a/ways goocl for my work and dissertation’.

Of course, there were also a few downsides o|uring the PhD. A |oig cho”enge was the selection process

of the novels. But here too, discussions with co||eogues and mentors he||oed.
‘Literature is so plenfy, there are so many angles to look at it

The writing process also proved to be difficult at times. But participation in external and se|1(—orgoniseo|
writing camps u|+im0+e|y spurred the writing process and the majority of the writing part could be

comp|e+eo| within twelve months.

AHhough Carolin oﬁicio”y comp|e+eo| her doctorate in less than two years, she stresses the |ong
preparatory work she put into it. It's important to research and exp|ore a topic Jr|'1orough|y. To do this,
she attended seminars at the Romance Studies chair and read many books in advance. U|’rimo+e|y, all

the work has poid off: she is now Dr Carolin Herzog.

W hat is next?

In addition to her doctorate she has also remained loyal to the TGCL. Through her commitment she
now continued fo be part of the team as the TGCL project manager at the University of Boyreu’rh
until the end of 2020. Since February 2021 she joined The African Network Germany e.V. as the
director.

Addiﬁono”y, she is Jro<:|<|ing other projects that are linked to her doctoral studies. Her dissertation, for
exomp|e, which is o|reoo|y available online may also be prin+eo| |oy a pub|ishing house. She also wrofe
an article for a book choerer on the |i’rerory field in Burundi. Her love for reoding novels continues and

many Burundian works are still on her bookshelf - passion doesn't stop with the dissertation.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS IN AND BEYOND BAYREUTH:
CHARLES MOYO

by Dina Sodjadan (August 18th 2020)

Charles Moyo completed his doctoral studies in
2019 and went back to his home country

Zimbabwe. The Alumnus is now based in

Zombio, Working as a Gender-Based Violence

and M&E ExperJr for Lifeline/Childline Zambia
(LLCZ). He describes the challenges he faced
during his doctoral studies in Bayreuth and the
positive sides of all the connections he made. He
also speoks about the transition info the job
market, which has not been easy but worth the

wait.

(c) Charles Moyo

Charles was a master’s student at the University of Passau when he heard about Boyrequh in 2013.
One of his proFessors was organising a seminar with co||eogue Prof. Dr. Dieter Neubert on
"Deve|opmen’r Strategies in Kenya and Thailand”. Students from the University of Boyrequh came to
Passau and Charles, in return, went to Bayreuth with his classmates. That is where he got to know the
university and the city. At the same time, the then MA student met former Junior Fellows of BIGSAS,
who gave an insight info the graduate school. Nevertheless, BIGSAS was quickly forgotten and only

over a year later did it return on his radar. When he applied for his doctoral studies, he became a

Junior Fellow at BIGSAS in 2015.

qureui'h - small city with a cosmopo|i+qn vibe

Charles liked the size of the city very much. AHhough Passau has even fewer inhabitants than
Boyreuﬂw, it is moin|y the cosmopo|i+on nature that characterises both the city and the university. The
alumnus enjoyed his time at cultural institutions such as the lwalewahaus. A higHigH for him was an
exhibition on Zimbabwean sculptures. The fact that he was able to encounter o piece of home more
than 8,000 kilometres away was great moment for me to experience Zimbabwean culture outside
Zimbabwe". BIGSAS is also cosmopo|i+cm by nature - @ p|oce where opportunities for neerorking and
cultural exchange exist. His fellow students and the staff “made me feel like home and we ended up

being like a family. BIGSAS was not only limited to academic business but also had a vibrant social
life".


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1110

Further highths were also the numerous lectures, conferences, workshops or co||oquiums he visited
during his time ot the groducﬂre school. I+ was also during these events that he met Ngugi Wa

Thiongo and Wole Soyinko as well as many other filmmakers, artists, novelists, academicians.

KHG and KAAD as important support

“The biggesf cha”enge during my PhD studies was the distance that separa'l'ed me

from my family. | was away from my wife and two kids and it was not easy.’

Charles shares this dilemma with many other former and active Junior Fellows. [t poses a great
cho”enge when part of one’s fomi|y lives in the home country and oneself tries to gain ground in a
foreign place for a few vyears. The only way to overcome this distance is through digital
communication, at least for a few hours a week. When Charles travelled to Zimbabwe for some field
research for his dissertation, he was able to celebrate a short reunion with his Fomi|y. Contact with
other international students was therefore por’ricu|or|y important to him. The Catholic University
Communier (KHG) |o|oyed a decisive role in this, where he found many friends. Addiﬁono”y, he co-
orgonised various events at the catholic institution, such as the Africa Culture Evening. Finoncing his
doctorate was also not always easy for the olumnus. Affer a one-year scholarship, Charles needed
new financial support. When he fino”y became a sc|qo|ors|f1ip holder at The Catholic Academic
Exchonge Service (KAAD), he could not on|y feel financial relief, but found another important fomi|y

for him. He was able to attend numerous events and get fo know cities inside and outside Germony.
The time after BIGSAS - reunion and rec|ignmen1‘

ReJrurning to his Fomi|y in Zimbabwe was one big relief. However, due to the |oo|i’rico| and economic
situation in Zimbabwe, he decided to move to Zambia. There he founded the RHOMA Foreign
Relation Institute, an infernational affairs po|icy think tank in Lusaka, where he worked for some time.
As a Senior Associate Charles did not on|y consult the Institute on its endeavors but was also the chief
editor of a new magazine called "The Dip|omo+z Magazine”. W hile es+ob|ishing a new institute into
the international |ono|sca|oe is demonding enough, the Covid-19 pondemic is also cn(fec’ring the work of

Charles in a big way. This is also one of the reasons why Charles decided to switch jobs.

He is now a Gender-Based Violence and M&E ExperJr for Lifeline/Childline Zambia (LLCZ), an
organization that offers psychosocio| support especio”y Jre|e|ohone counse”ing to survivors (vic’rims) of
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and child abuse. The organization works c|ose|y with the Ministry of
Gender, Minis+ry of Health, Zambia Police Service and other relevant stakeholders for bui|ding

synergies Ol’ld referro| purposes.

We wish Charles the best of luck in these important endeavours!
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DIE KUNST WANDELBAR ZU SEIN - ALUMNUS FABIAN
LEHMANN IM INTERVIEW

by Dina Sodjadan (August 24th 2020)

Seinen akademischen Werdegang begann der Alumnus 2006 in Bayreuth, als er sein
Bachelorstudium im Fach Geogrofische En’rwicHungsforschung Afrikas aufnahm. Danach lernte er
das Iwalewahaus wéahrend eines Praktikums kennen. Nach seinem Master in Liineburg ging es
zuritick nach Boyreuﬂw ins lwalewahaus, wo er spdater die Promotion aufnahm. Jetzt pendeH Fabian

L ehmann zwischen Homburg und WiHenberge hin und her.

Fabian Lehmann ist niemand, der jeden Schritt im Leben genau |o|on+4 lm Gegen+ei|z er nimmt sich
die Zeit, um zu Uber|egen, was als néchstes kommen soll. So fiel die Erﬁscheidung nach dem Abitur
zum Beispie| auf ein Freiwi”iges Oko|ogisc|’1@s Johr und nach dem Bachelor auf ein Prakfikum im
lwalewahaus. Fir ihn war es an der Zeit ~weg von den Fakten' zu kommen und sich zunehmend
mit Kultur zu beschc’jf’rigen. W ahrend des Praktikums hat er sodann seine erste Auss’re”ung kuratiert,
was sicherlich auch oussch|oggebeno| dabei war, einen Moerererudiengong zZu wdHen, der einen

Kuns+schwerpunl<’r hatte (Culture, Arts & Media an der Universitat Luneburg).

Auch seine Exper’rise Uber den afrikanischen Kontinent, die er bereits in Boyreuﬂw vor allem in
Geogrcn(ie, Politik und Wirtschaft er|ong+e, nahm er mit nach LUneburg, wo er seine Abschlussarbeit
tber Chrieroph Schhngensiefs Operndorf in Afrika schrieb. Diese wurde u.a. von Dr. Ulf Vierke
betreut, der den Alumnus nach einer Herausgeberassistenz in einem Forschungsprojekt der Uni

Lineburg wieder nach Bayreuth holte.

Anruf aus qureufh

Das Operndorf Afrika wurde im Februar 2010 in Burkina Faso vom Theater- und Filmemacher
Chris’roph Sc|’1|ingensie1ﬁ eingeweiH. Nur ein halbes Jahr spdter verstarb der visiondre Kunstler und
hinterlasst einen zukunftsweisenden Ort, an dem Kunst in der Mitte der Schu|ousbi|dung von Uber
200 Kindern steht. Als Fabian Lehmann seine Abschlussarbeit tiber den besog’ren Ort schreibt, kann
er noch nicht wissen, dass bald darauf im lwalewahaus eine AusereHung zu Chris’roph Schhngensief

gep|cm+ wird. Doch schlief3lich kam ein Anruf, der ihn zurick nach Boyreu’rh holte.

Zweieinhalb Jahre |ong hat er das Projekt ~Wagner - ScHingensieF - Afrika’ betreut. Am Ende

wurden aus der Auss’re”ung eine Konferenz und schlief3lich ein Somme|b0nd, WO er Mi+herousgeber

ist. Es war dann zwar kein Te|e1(ono|+, doftur aber mehrere Gesprdche mit UIf Vierke und Nadine

SiegerJr, die ihn zur Promotion animierten.

.Ich wollte das eigentlich nicht unbedingt, weil ich genug hatte von der Arbeit im

stillen Kadmmerlein'.
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Doch Fabian Lehmann merkJre, dass ihm solch eine Qualifikation durchaus von Nutzen sein kann.
Sodann bastelte er ein Jahr an seinem Thema herum und entschied sich weiter zu Chris+oph
Sc:Hingensie]c zZu orbeiJren, der neben Burkina Faso auch in anderen afrikanischen Landern aktiv war,
so z.B. Namibia. Hinzu kam das Interesse an der deutschen Ko|onio|zei+, was schlieBlich zu seinem

Thema ,Postkoloniale Gegenbﬂder: Kiinstlerische Reflexionen des FErinnerns an den deutschen

Kolonialismus in Namibia” fuhrte.

Soll ich’s wirklich machen oder lass ich’s lieber sein?

Obwohl eine Promotion durchaus seine \/orz[jge hat, brauchte Fabian Lehmann auch hier Zeit,

genau dariiber nochzudenken, ob dies der richﬁge Weg fur ihn ist.

.Bis auf eine Person haben viele gejammert, die eine Promotion gemacht haben. Die haben mir
davon abgerafen...ocler vielleicht nicht abgerafen, aber es war nur eine Person dabei, die begeisferf
war. Ich hab's aber nie bereut! Ganz im Gegenteil - es war eine super Zeit. Sich drei Jahre mit

einem Thema auseinander zu setzen, ist einmalig’.

Diese einmo|ige Zeit hat Fabian Lehmann ohne groBe Krisen und auch mit sehr guten Bedingungen
hinter sich ge|ossen. Wéahrend seiner Promotion ist Fabian Lehmann zwei Mal nach Namibia gereist,
um dort einen Zugang zur lokalen Kunstszene zu gewinnen. In Bayreuth nahm er an Workshops und
Cooching-AngeboJren Jrei|, arbeitete an einem obwec|'15|ungsreichen Thema an einem ruhigen
Arbei’rsp|o+z im Iwalewahaus. Ebenso einmo|ig: eine Monogrcﬂtie, denn fur ihn war es immer sein
Traum, ein eigenes Buch zu schreiben.

Aus der anfanglichen Unsicherheit wurde vor allem zum Zeitpunkt seiner Verteidigung im Juni 2020
echter Stolz. Obwohl Fabian Lehmann schon seit Anfang 2020 mit beiden Beinen im Berufsleben
steht, befasste er sich sehr intensiv mit seiner Dissertation, um sich auf seine Dispu’roﬁon vorzubereiten.
Ob das nicht anstrengend war? ,Ja, die zeitliche Distanz war eine echte Herausforderung, aber am

Ende verstand ich meine Arbeit noch besser als zu dem Zeifpunld, an dem ich sie abgab".
Aus Liebe zum Schreiben - der Weg zum Journalismus

Unter der Woche fahrt Fabian gespannt in die ,Der PrigniJrzer"-Redokﬁon, denn dort ist er als
Journohs’r tatig. Doch bevor er den Weg zum Journo|ismus einscHug, ging es von Boyrequh nach
Homburg, um dort den Arbeitsmarkt zu erkunden. Fest stand: ,eine Unikarriere einzuschlagen,
kommt fir mich nicht in Frage",- also schaute sich der Alumnus nach neuen Td’rigkeﬁen um. Dabei
standen Kulturinstitute und Museen auf seiner Liste u.a. fur Kuratorenstellen. Doch hier fo|g+e die
Ernudﬁerung, denn auf wenige begehrJre Stellen gob es viele Bewerber*innen, sodass fur Fabian
Lehmann zundchst keine Ans’re”ung dabei war. G|eic|‘|zei’rig hat es ihn gereizt, sich weiter mit Texten
zu befassen, so wie es auch schon in verschiedenen Projekten in der Vergangenheit passiert ist. Seine
Exper’rise, zB. tber die Auforbei’rung der Kolonialzeit konnte er bereits vor seiner Redakteursstelle in
verschiedenen BeiJrrdgen zum Ausdruck brmgen. .Dann bin ich auf die |dee gekommen, versuch es

doch mal bei einer Zeitung.’



Kurzerhand fand er sich in der PrigniJrz in Brondenburg wieo|er, ca. 200 km von Homburg entfernt.
Der gebiirtige Brandenburger empfand schnell Lokalpatriotismus und trat die Stelle zunachst fir ein
Jahr an. Die Chance, direkt als Redakteur einzusteigen, obwohl er vorher niemals bei einer Zei’rung
gewesen ist, war fur ihn verlockend und erneut einmo|ig. Seine Liebe zum Schreiben beweist der
Alumnus nun in seiner taglichen Arbeit als Lokaljournalist. Seine Arbeit ist ein bunter BlumenstrauB,
der sehr facettenreich ist. Er beschdﬂig’r sich zB. mit Themen wie Landwirtschaft, Naturschutz,
Rechtsextremismus oder digitale Arbeit.

UNTERWEGS MIT DEM PRIGNITZBUS

Corona, der Bus und ich

Und die Kunst?

Obwohl Themen zur Kunst weniger AnHong im
aktuellen Job finden, bekommt die Kunst in seinen
anderen  Projekten  weiterhin  Aufmerksamkeit.
Freundinnen von Fabian Lehmann aus Namibia
haben zum Beispie| eine Website, die als o|igi+o|e

Galerie fu ngiert.

(c) Der Prignitzer

Dort kauft er fur das Iwalewahaus Kunst ein, was ihm viel Spaf3 macht. Des Weiteren schreibt er
Reportagen, zB. iiber eine Kulturwoche in Kamerun, die er im November 2019 besuchte.

Auf die Frage, ob er nicht wieder mehr mit Kunst und Kultur zu tun haben méchte, antwortet der
Alumnus leicht nachdenklich: .Ich bin da ein wenig zwiegespalfen. Einerseits macht mir die Arbeit
hier wirklich Spaﬁ, andererseits méchte ich auch zuriick nach Hamburg und meine Hoffnung wadre,
dass sich das miteinander vereinbaren ldsst. Als L okalredakteur muss ich natiirlich vor Ort sein, aber
ich kénnte zB. die L&nderseiten iibernehmen oder auch gerne das Kulturressort. Die Arbeit mit

Texten macht mir sehr viel Spaﬁ, sogar mehr als Auss'fe”ungen zu organisieren."

Ausstellungen auf die Beine zu stellen ist durchaus
sehr viel Arbeit Bicher oder Texte: die bleiben, so
Fabion Lehmann. Was auch bleibt, ist die
Verbindung zu Bayreuth. Seine Beziehung zur
Stadt ist und bleibt eng, gerade weil er in all den
Jahren die Vorziige zu schatzen gelernt hat. Dazu
z8hlt zB. die Brauereikultur, die Gemutlichkeit und
die Biergdr’ren, etwas, das im Norden fehlt, und
dass der Brandenburger sehr vermisst. Und dos
lwalewahaus, ein Ort voller Kunst... Fabian
Lehmann ist sich sicher, dass es immer wieder
Anlasse gib’r, nach Boyreu’rh zuriickzukehren.

Warum dann auch nicht zur Kunst?

(c) Sabine Linn
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WESTAFRIKA, OSTAFRIKA, OBERFRANKEN,
NIEDERSACHSEN - MAIKE VOIGT FINDET IMMER IHREN
WEG

by Dina Sodjadan (January 24th 2021)

Nach acht Jahren in Boyrequh geth es
fur Alumna Maike \/oing zuriick nach
Niedersachsen. Im Gesprdch verrdt sie
uns, was sie dort vorhat.

Nachdem Maike 2009 ihr  Abitur
obgescNossen hatte, zog es sie nach
Géttingen, wo sie  Ethnologie und
Sprachwissenschaften  studierte. 2012
wagte sie den Schritt nach Bayern und
begann an der Universitat Bayreuth
ihren Master im Fach Kultur und

Gesellschaft Afrikas. (c) DSW/Simona Bednarek

Die gewdhlten Schwerpunkte der Ethnologie und Entwicklungspolitik kombinierten Inhalte ihres
vorherigen Studiums mit neuen Herousforderungen. Ein sponnender AspeH des S+udiengongs war
auch eine onge|ei+e+e Lehr]corschung, die bereits seit vielen Jahren fester Bestandteil des Programms
ist. Fur Maike und ihre Kommilitoninnen ging es nach Togo und Benin, eine ,sehr spannenc/e
Erfahrung“, die sie auch heute noch pragt.

Eins ist klar: als sie 2012 nach Boyreufh kam, hatte sie nicht gedochf, dass sie auch acht Jahre spdter
noch in den Genuss oberfrankischer Natur sowie kulinarischer Spezio|i+<’j’ren kommen wiirde - dazu

spater mehr ;-).
Der Weg zur Promotion

Das Schreiben der Mos’rerorbei+, sowie das Befassen mit Theorien und diese mit eigenen empirischen
Daten zu futtern, haben ihr sehr gefo”en. Etwas Eigenes zu erarbeiten’, war schlieBBlich auch ein
Ansporn die Promotion zu beginnen. Neben dem Hondwerkszeug, das sie bereits im Masterstudium
lernen und Ousprobieren konnte, war es auch das AngeboJr einer wissenschaftlichen Mitarbeiterstelle,
die sie darin bestdarkte, die Promotion aufzunehmen. So konnte Maike fiur zwei Jaohre an der
Acodemy (unter der Leitung ihrer Doktormutter Erdmute Alber sowie ihres Gutachters Dieter
Neubert) an einem in’rerdiszip|indren Projekt mitwirken und neben dem wissenschaftlichen Arbeiten

auch prokﬁsche Erfohrungen in der Veranstaltu ngsorganisation und Administration sammeln.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1344
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Geogrofisch bewngrQ sich Maike dann von Westafrika nach Ostafrika und befasste sich in ihrer
Promoﬁonsforschung mit Mittelschichten und Unternehmertum in Kenia. Die Forschung in Kenia hat

ihl’ SPOB gemoch’r uno| ]CL,II’ sie war es OuCh @ reizvo” nocl1 einmal etwas Neues auszuprobieren".

Doch das Jonglieren einer halben Stelle sowie der Forschung und Familie war fir sie eine echte
Hercusforderung. Wéahrend es an der Acodemy immer ein volles Semesterprogramm gob, F|og
Maike in den Semesterferien nach Kenia: ,Ich war nie richﬁg hier oder dort. Ich war entweder mit
der ndchsten Reise beschaftigt oder mit einem Fuf3 schon wieder auf dem Riickweg'. Das war vor
allem schwierig fur familiare Kontakte. Sie wurde rege|mdﬁig mit der Frage konfrontiert: , Wann
fahrst du denn wieder nach Kenia?" - denn alle wussten: bald missen sie wieder fur einige Wochen
oder Monate auf Maike verzichten. Insgesamt hat ihr die Tatigkeit an der Academy sehr gut
gefo”en, dort konnte sie viele Wissenschaftlerinnen aus europdischen und afrikanischen Landern
kennen|ernen, sowie Arbei’rserfohrung somme|n, die ihr nun sicherlich auch in der aktuellen Position

zugquekomer.
Nach acht Jahren Bayreuth - was wird man vermissen?

Maike stellt schrell klar: ,Naja, ich gehe ja nur so halb. Mein Freund kommt aus der Gegend und
bleibt auch erstmal hier’. Die Zeit in Boyreuﬂw war schén, die Kleinstadt ist zur zweiten Heimat
geworden mit folgendem Ergebnis: .Ich spreche jetzt flieBend frénkisch und esse gerne
Bratwiirstchen”. Naturlich hat Boyreuﬂ'w auch noch andere kulinarische HigHigHs zu bieten, die wir
hier nicht unJrerscHogen wollen. Schon einmal den frankischen Sauerbraten mit Lebkuchensauce
probierf? Dies ist eine von Maikes Lieb|ingsspeisen geworden und etwas, das sie in Niedersachsen

sicherlich vermissen wird.

Doch Maike, die sich als ,Kleinstadtmensch® beschreibt, wird hier nicht nur die Kulinarik, sondern
auch das Grin vermissen, denn auch Fahrradfahren und Wandern gehér+en bei ihr in den letzten
Jahren zur Togesordnung. Das einzige Manko: Boyreu’rh ist und bleibt schlecht ongebunden‘ Sie hat
wenig Versténdnis doﬂjr, dass eine ICE \/erbindung oder eine direkte \/erbindung nach Dresden, die
es beide einmal gob, obgeschofﬂ wurden, dies macht den Weg nach und aus Boyreuﬂ'] oftmals sehr

|ongwierig.

Natirlich wird der Alumna auch die Zeit an der BIGSAS sehr fehlen. Obwohl man noch oftmals zu
héren bekommt, dass ,die Doktorarbeit im stillen Kéammerlein geschrieben wird, war das in
Boyrequh gar nicht der Fall. Das |ieg+ vor allem daran, dass BIGSAS so organisiert isf, dass man
erc'jndig in Kontakt mit Kommilitoninnen kommen kann. Auch das in+erdiszip|in<’jre Arbeiten wird
onges’roﬁen, zB. in Work Groups. Dadurch hat man einen Einblick in die Arbeit anderer
Wissenschaftlerinnen und immer die Méghchkeﬁ Feedback zu bekommen. Aus der Work Group
JLesekreis” ist eine aktive Gruppe von Schreiberinnen erﬁs’ronden, die sich uber einige Johre immer

wieder in einem Schreibaschram geJrroﬁ(en haben.
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Auch soziale Aktivitaten wurden nicht vernachlassigt. So traf man sich in der Woche puinktlich um
12:30 Uhr zum Mensaessen (wo wir wieder bei der Kulinarik wdren...). Das heif3t im Umkehrschluss,
dass es nicht nur einen |omgwei|igen Bib|io’rheks—A|Hog gob, sondern stetigen Austausch und auch
gegenseitige Motivation.

Ubrigens: Der sogenonn’re Schreibaschram wurde von der UBTGS fir zwei Toge erméghchf Nach
der Teilnahme haben einige Doktorand:innen das Konzeer tbernommen, sich die Inhalte rekonstruiert
und immer wieder tiber mehrere Wochen gemeinschofﬂich zu viert oder finft zusammen geschrieben
und gesessen. Nach dem Prinzip ,AuBBenwelt ade” (Handys werden weggeschlossen, das Infernet
wird ObgeereHJr) verzeichneten einige Junior Fellows grofde En(o|ge. Auch Maike berichtet: ,In den
Schreibaschrams sind gro3e Teile meiner Dissertation entstanden. AuBerdem wird man als Gruppe
auch noch einmal ganz anders zusammengeschweif3t.

Auch die Teilnahme an verschiedenen Konferenzen, allen voran der ECAS in Basel und Eclinburgh,
waren fur die Alumna groBor’rige Er]ﬁohrungen. Durch die Méghchkeit die eigene Forschung
vorzustellen und dofur R[jckme|o|ungen zu erhalten, konnte Maike jederzeit motiviert an ihrer
Dissertation arbeiten. In Edinburgh stellte sie 2019 2 B. Un’rernehmer:innenbiogrofien vor, die Teil ihrer
Doktorarbeit sind. Das Ergebnis: ,Auch andere fanden mein Thema cool, das ist die beste Motivation”.

Und jetzt geh’r es zurtick nach Niedersachsen!

Die Suche nach einer Stelle nach der Promotion war nicht einfach und ,Spaf3 hat es nicht gemacht’.
Maike hat ihre Dissertation im Mérz 2020 abgegeben und war ein halbes Jahr lang mit der Jobsuche
beschdfﬁgf .Es war ja natiirlich auch Corona, sodass viele Bewerbungsverfahren eingesfe”f wurden.
Da braucht man auf jeden Fall ein gutes Durchhaltevermégen’. Doch Ende gut, alles gut. Denn jetzt
geht es nach Hannover zur Deutschen Stiftung Weltbevslkerung, wo Maike als Referentin der
Geschaftsfihrung arbeitet. Die Stelle wurde neu geschaffen und seit November 2020 beschaftigt sie
sich mit Themen in den Bereichen sexuelle und reproduktive Rechte und Gesundheit in Ostafrika. Sie
berichtet:

.Im Rahmen meiner neuen Stelle bin ich in diverse Projekte der Gesch&ffsfﬁhrung eingebunden. Eins,
das ich besonders spannend finde, ist die P/anung der Sﬁffungsfeilnahme an der International
Conference on Fami/y Planning, die 2021 in Thailand stattfinden soll. Hier wollen
Stiftungsmitarbeiter:innen aus den L énderbiiros in Ostafrika in Konferenzbeitrdgen aus den
Projekten berichten und Mitarbeiter:innen aus Briissel, Berlin und Hannover wollen neue Kontakte zu
Partneriinnen und Geldgeber:innen I(nijpfen. Die Koordination des A uftritts, der auch einen

Messestand beinhaltet, Iiegf nun bei mir in Zusammenarbeit mit meinen neuen Ko”eg:innen".

Wir winschen ihr viel Freude im neuen Job und hoﬂ(en, dass sie auch weiterhin den Weg nach

Oberfranken finden wird!

S
By the way: The article is also available in English! Click here ‘4\\\
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PASSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION - ALUMNUS EMNET
TADESSE WOLDEGIORGIS SHARES INSIGHTS INTO HIS
WORK

by Dina Sodjadan & Emnet Tadesse Woldegiorgis (February 8th 2021)

Emnet Tadesse Woldegiorgis is an Associate
Professor of Higher Education Studies ot the
University of Johannesburg. He has been
reseorching higher education issues in Africa
since. 2006. He completed his PhD ot the
Universier of Boyreuﬂﬂ, Germony, where he
worked as a researcher since 2015. His research
focuses on South-South porJrnership models,
regionalisation and internationalisation of higher
education in Africa, decolonization debates and
economics of higher education. He did his joint
master's degree in Higher Education Studies at
Oslo Universi+y in Norwoy, Tompere Universi’ry
in Finland and Aveiro University in Por+ugo|.
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(c) Emnet Tadesse Wo|degiorgis

He is certified in two advanced level research trainings in higher education in the Netherlands at the
Centre for Institutional Cooperation (ICIS) Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam; and training on Leodership
and Management of Higher Education Institutions in Maastricht School of Management. Prior to his
position at Boyreu+h Universi’ry, he was Head of the Quo|i’ry Assurance Office, Head of Depor’rmen’r
and team leader ot Mekelle Universi’ry, EJrhiopio. He has pu|o|isheo| a number of articles, book
chapters and books on higher education issues, particularly theories of regionalisation, student
mobi|i’ry, cost shoring, harmonisation of higher education systems and decolonization debates in

Africa. Currenﬂy, he is Working on higher education transformations in Africa.

Emnet Woldegiorgis planned to pursue his doctoral degree in Europe. While he was browsing the
web, he came across Boyreuﬂﬁ Universier and realised that the university in Bavaria would be a great
fit. He was drawn to the interdisciplinary approaches of various institutions and never regret his
choice of moving to Boyreu’rh. Even Jrhough Boyrequh is quite small, it is a cultural melﬁng pot with a
rich history that attracts scholars from a wide array of backgrounds which exposes one to different

ways of Iiving that one wouldn't otherwise have had a lived experience thereof .
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Fven the extracurricular activities persuoded Emnet to participate in a whole lot of events. The many
festivities that Boyrequh city, the university and other organisations had to offer would comp|e’re

Emnets time in Upper Franconia.

There would be the Afro-Carribean Festivals, events at the lwalewahaus or even string of concerts
and performances by an assortment of artists from all parts of Africa and beyond. He was even
drawn to the world-renowned 19th-century composer Wilhelm Richard Wagner whose operas are
per]ﬁormed to much fanfare at the annudl Boyreuﬂ'] festival (Boyreufher Fes+spie|e). It is the
composition of Bavarian and cosmopolitan offers that complement the academic endeavors of many

international academics.
Being an academic in Bayreufh

“The cosmopo/ifan appearance and posture of the institution supplied one with fertile
ground to exp/ore research topics while faking an innovative approach. The sheer

interaction with other young scholars in itself enriched one’'s life experience".

It is not just the University of Bayreuth that offers many all-embracing encounters, but the Bayreuth
International Graduate School of African Studies, where Emnet comp|e+ed his doctoral studies
together with several other scholars. He says: "BIGSAS provided full support in terms of academic
activities inc|uding reseorch, field work and the orgonisaﬁon of com(erences, Workshops and
co||oquiums”. Being part of a network at the Universi’ry, Emnet errennghened his effort of pursuing the
profession of being a researcher, while his own network grew in+ensive|y. By pursuing his passion, he
met several other scholars in academia as well as established researchers, scientists, po|icymol<ers and

even |oo|i’ricicms.

‘| started publishing academic works while there, it was the springboarcl from which | presenfed my

various works as far afield as the us, Canac’a, parfs of Asia inc/ucling ]apcm and of course Africa’.

Even though there were also some challenges, such as learning the German language or feeling
homesick in his first months in Germony, Emnet would o|woys advise someone to go for a PhD.

‘| believe the PhD pafh is a profound journey of research and cleep Iearning experience. | have
derived great fulfilment in the course of reading and doing research at Bayreufl‘v, which can never be
replicafecl elsewhere in my academic lifetime’.

Of course, concep’ruohsing a research topic, deciding on a ftopic, Formu|o’ring research questions,
thinking about the right methodology and obtaining data from potential respondents may also present
difficulties o|ong the doctoral journey. Also, Emnet was hogridden by confusion and frustration during
his studies. He changed and reformulated his research questions, methodology and theoretical

framework a number of times.



Still, he concludes: “the /earning experience equipped one with the requisite skills to embark on a Iarge
scale research, accompanied with many benefits and opporfuniﬁes", for him those centered around
meeting peop|e from the African Union, Association of African Universities and other big regiona|

organisations.

After BIGSAS - what happened and where is Emnet now?

Towards the completion of the PhD there was a vacancy for o post-doctoral research position af
BIGSAS for which Emnet opp|ied. For three years he worked on a concept of por’mership in higl’]er
education looking into different models of partnership between African and European universities. Born
out of that endeavour was a book pub|isheo| in 2019 in collaboration with a co||eogue (Dr. Christine
Scherer). The whole effort sougH to forge por+nerships ina proc+ico| and sustainable way which led to
applying for European Union funding to establish student mobility between the participating universities
in Africa and Europe, Germony in por+icu|or.

The European Union provided funds to support the initiative. Directly after that programme he was
recruited, still within BIGSAS, and became a research fellow within the African Cluster Project which
was doing research on Academic Freedom in Africa. This stint lasted 6 months at which point he
considered the move to South Africa after securing the position of Associate Professor of Higher

Education at the Ali Mazrui Centre for Higher Education Studies (AMCHS) at the University of

Johannesburg.
W hat made him choose AMCHS as his next destination?

Same as Boyreu+h, Emnet was attracted by its Pro Africa focus and its vision was well within the
ambit of his previous studies and research so it was a natural progression. From inception the centre
was decidedly Pan-African with a view to revolutionise higher education with a particular emphasis on
social and economic deve|opmen+ in Africa. The AMCHS is one of the |eoo|ing research centres in
Africa with scholars from different o|iscip|inory and research areas. The centre works on cho“enging
research questions in the area of epistemic access, the decolonisation debated, size and shopes of higher
education, documenﬁng the contributions of generations of African scholars, on digi’ra| divide, and the
responses of higher education systems towards COVID-19 pandemic.

The centre disseminates critical research through a book series under the auspices of the African Higher
Education: Developments and Perspectives. It seeks to agitate for serious engagement by dll
stakeholders who are interested in African higher education. It also recognises the value of

collaborations and as such fosters poererships with organisations of a similar posturing.


https://www.amazon.com/Partnership-Higher-Education-African-Developments/dp/9004411860
https://www.uj.ac.za/faculties/facultyofeducation/ali-mazrui-centre

More on AMCHS: What is the Institution currently working on and which projects

have been comp|e’red recen+|y?

AMCHS has a number of projects that are in motion at present, chief among these is the Generations
of African Scholars which is our flagship project and is projected to be completed in 2025 having
been initiated in 2020. Alumnus Emnet Woldegiorgis is heading this project which essentially seeks to
document the contribution that African scholars have made to science, innovation and Jrec:|'mo|ogy and

higher education in genero|.

The subjects of s+uo|y have been corefu”y selected from across the continent, and include Jrhouthr

leaders such as Archie Mofeje, Bernard Mogubone, Thandika Mkandawire and Eduardo Mondlane
(Sou+hern A]Crico); Valentine Y Mudimbe, Jocques Depe|chin and Alex Kogome (Cen’rro| AFrico);
Mahmoud Mamdani , Ali Mazrui and Catherine Odora Hoppers (Eos’r Africo); Chinua Achebe,
Joseph Ki-Zerbo and Kwame Nkrumah (\)\/eer Africo); Samir Amin, Nawal el Saadawi and lbn
Khaldun (North Africa); and Walter Rodney, Frantz Fanon and Ali Mazrui (Global Africa). We
urge fellow scholars to produce books and chapters in books on the aforementioned contributions. This
endeavour will see the p|0cemen+ of the African voice at the centre of the solutions to African

problems as it should be.

AMCHS has comp|e’rec| a number of projects recenﬂy two of which are: Know|edge and Chonge in
African Universities: Challenges and Opportunities which was sponsored by the Ford Foundation. This
project examines Universities in Africa on their processes from research to dissemination. The second
project is: Higher Education Transformation in South Africa. The focus area of this project is the
comp|exi+ies and dynomics of higher education transformation in South Africa, the project seeks to
rethink the transformation of the country’s higher education in the context of Africa and the global

wor|o|.
And on which projects is Emnet working?

I'm currenfly ec’iﬁng a book titled "Higl'ler Education In The Face Of The Global Pandemic’, which

brings fogefher scholars from across Africa to examine coping mechanisms of higher education

institutions and systems cluring the Covid-19 panc’emic".

While the decolonisation debate is continuing to be a hot topic in Africa and beyond, Emnet
contributed to a book published in 2020 whose title is "Decolonisation of Higher Education in Africa:
Perspec’rives from Hybrid Know|edge Production”. The book discusses decolonisation and hybrid science
and facilitating the involvement of indigenous knowledge systems in African higher education.

The argument is that the Eurocentric model odop’red by learning institutions is not comprehensive and
therefore calls for a unified Euro and Afro outlook in order to reach the desired outcomes. Emnet
consequenﬂy has also pu|o|isheo| an article whose central question is: How can we conceeruohse the

debates of decolonisation in a space which has never been colonised?



A reference list of the abovementioned recent works that Emnet is involved in:

« Woldegiorgis, E. T. (2020) Re-Thinking Inclusive Higher Education for Students With Disabilities:
A Proactive Approoch Towards Episfemic Access in thiopio. In Social, Educational, and Cultural
Perspectives of Disabilities in the Global South (pp. 235-250). IGI Global

« Woldegiorgis, E. T. (2020). Decolonising a higher education system which has never been
colonised. Educational Phi/osophy and Theory, I-13.

. Wo/degiorgis, E. T, Turner, |, & Brahima, A. (Eds.). (2020). Decolonisation of /—/ig/ner Education
in Africa: Perspecﬁves from /—/ybrid Know/ec/ge Production. Rouf/edge‘

qu+|y, how is the Alumnus coping with the pcndemic curren+|y, on an academic but

CIISO persona| |eve|?

Soo”y, the pondemic took its toll on Emnet. His move to South Africa couldnt have hoppened at a
more inopportune fime. When he arrived in South Africa in March 2020, the South African
government announced that it would institute lockdown measures just a week later to mitigate
against the yet unknown effects of what came to be a devastating pandemic. While he was new to
the country (|ucki|y, he knew Johonnesburg from former visits), securing accommodation and
procuring sundry supplies was challenging for him. *I was plunged into a crisis before | could obtain
the necessary orientation to thrive properly". This continued to be a cho”enge on a profession0| level
as well as he was unable to meet his new co||eogues and odequo+e|y interact with them.
Nofwi+h5+onding, Emnet monoged to overcome these hurdles, as well as to execute and comp|e’re his
ossigned projects.

However, Emnet received o|evos+o+ing news from his home country EJrhiopiQ. His mother had possed
away during a time where he was unable to leave South Africa to be with friends and family to
mourn. He is now bouncing back, as is the South African routine. Emnet Wo|degiorgis has o|rec10|y
proven in the past that he can Odop’r quicH\/ to new environments. His character is one of resilience,
perseverance, passion and the urge to o|w0\/s learn some’rl’]ing new and to fake up current debates
and advance them +hroug|'1 his expertise. DespiJre some setbacks, Emnet has never failed to seize
opportunities and, with his years of experience and contribution, has made a |os+ing impact on debates

around higher education in Africa.

We are excited to follow his future steps and projects!


https://www.routledge.com/Decolonisation-of-Higher-Education-in-Africa-Perspectives-from-Hybrid-Knowledge/Woldegiorgis-Turner-Brahima/p/book/9780367360603
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EIN STREIFZUG DURCH KENIAS HAUPTSTADT IN DER
DUNKELHEIT - HANNA LENA REICH BERICHTET VON
IHRER FORSCHUNG

by Dina Sodjadan (February 28th 2021)

(¢) Hanna Lena Reich

Routiniert durchstreift Hanna Lena die kenianische Houp+s+oo|+ Nairobi an einem Somsmgobend
Gemeinsam mit Freund®innen zieht sie von Club zu Club - wird Teil von einer Masse
Nachtschwéarmer®innen. Sie passiert lichtdurchtrankte Strafen, in denen Speisen und Getranke
ongeboJren werden, durchquerJr Réume, in denen mit Drogen gehondeH wird, beweg+ sich auf einer
vibrierenden Tanzflache inmitten unbekannter Menschen, deren Duft und Bewegungen eins wird mit
der ausgelassenen Atmosphare des Clubs.

Wir alle befanden uns schon einmal in Hanna Lenas Schuhen, machten die Nacht zum Tage,
durchlebten dunkle Stunden, die p|'c'>+z|ich durch das Aufgehen der Sonne am Horizont verschwanden.
Die Nacht steht in Balance zum Tog, das Dunkle in Relation zum Hellen, wir leben mittendrin in einer

von He”igkei’r und Dunkelheit strukturierten Welt.

Eintauchen in die Nacht

Hanna Lena Reich, die im Herbst 2020 ihre Promotion an der BIGSAS abschloss, weif3 selbst wie es
sich omcuHJr, wenn die Balance zwischen Tog und Nacht ins Wanken gerc’jJr. Nach funf Johren der
Promotion durchwanderte sie nicht nur die Nacht in Nairobi, sondern auch in ihre eigenen vier
Wanden in Bayreuth. Die Nacht dient hier nicht nur als Inspiration um .nocturnal atmospheres’
einzufongen, nein, sie war auch o|o, wenn Hanna Lena von Sc|’1|oﬂosigl<ei+ gepeinig+ wurde. Die
Alumna nutzte die ruhigen Stunden, in denen die Mehrheit der Boyreufher*innen schlief, um uber ihre

Zeit in Kenia zu reflektieren.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1391

Wahrend ihrer Mos’ren(orschung (ihren Bachelor und Master absolvierte die Nordhessin auch an der
Universitat Boyreu’rh) reiste Hanna Lena nach Tansania, um dort zu Reiseprak’riken und
Aushand|ungsprozessen von Néhe und Distanz in Uberlandbussen zu forschen. Natiirlich wurden
auch die Wochenenden von der Studierenden genutzt, um das tansanische Tog— und Nachtleben
kennenzulernen. Als sie an einem Nochmiﬁqg einen Motorradtaxifahrer fronge, ob er sie zur ,Corner
Bar bringen kénnte, entgegnete dieser, dass die Bar erst dann so hie, wenn die Sonne
unfergegangen sei und die Lichter om(ingen zu dédmmern. Zwei Jahre spater stief3 Hanna Lena auf
diese Erinnerung, die sie in ihrem Fe|c|’rogebuch festhielt. Ein Ort, der nachts nicht nur einen neuen
Namen erhdH, sondern eine ganz neue Welt eréffnet. Dieser gedonkhche Besuch in der
Vergangenheit fihrte zu weiteren Uber|egungen. Gibt es eigentlich Forschungen zur Nacht? Wird
das Nachtleben ethnografisch dargestellt? Wie kénnte eine eigene ethnologische Forschung dazu
aussehen? lhre Uber|egungen brachte Hanna Lena zu Popier, stellte dies entdeckte Forschungsmcke

ihren Dozenten vor und so ergob sich schlieBBlich 2015 ihr Promotionsthema ,Nacht".
Die En+dec|<ung der Nacht

Die eher zufc’j“ige (e+hno|ogische) Erﬁdeckung der Nacht war geboren. Nach |omgen
Feldforschungsaufenthalten erarbeitete die Alumna schlielich eine ethnografische Darstellung der
Nacht in Nairobi basierend auf ForschungsmoJreriohen, die sie im Rahmen von NocHspoziergdngen,
Beoboch’rungen, sowie Gesprdchen, Interviews und Interaktionen gewonnen hatte. |In ihrer

Doktorarbeit ,Nairobi Nigh’rs - eine E’rhnogmphie ndchtlicher A’rmosphd ren  weist sie darauf hin, dass

die Nacht mehr ist als nur das Gegens’r[jck zum Tog. Es gibJr nachtliche Momente, in denen man sich
frei fuhlt, ganz anders als am Tog, die Maske fallen lasst. In der Nacht gib’r es Schatten, in denen
man unentdeckt bleibt. Diese Schatten bergen auch Gefahren, Angsfe und Bedrohungen‘ Den
Kontrast dazu liefern lumindse Strahlen, die einen p|€j+z|ich in das Rompenhch’r stellen. Das Auftreten
nach Auf3en, das eigene Aussehen, Mode, Schénheit, Andersorﬁgkeﬁr gewinnen nachts an Bedeu’rung
und rege|n oftmals den Zugong zu néchtlichen Orten. Wer aus der Dunkelheit ins (Rompen)hch’r tritt,

muss g|dnzen, die beste Version von sich zeigen.

Hanna Lena begleitet nicht nur Nachschwérmer®innen in den Club, sie ist auch bei den
Vorbereitungen dabei, wenn zwischen Schminke und Parfim eine neue Identitat mit dem Lidstrich
gezeichneJr wird; eine Identitat; die man morgens vor Sonnenoufgong wieder abwischt und liebevoll
verpocH, bevor sie erneut zum Trogen kommt. Doch enJrgegen vieler Annahmen ihrer Ko||eg*irmen,
Freund*innen und Fomi|ienmi+g|ieder, besteht Hanna Lenas Promoﬁonsforschung aus weit mehr als
dem néchtlichen Ausgehen und Feiern. In dem Vorwort ihrer Dissertation verweist sie auf die
Zerrissenheit zwischen Neugier und Skepsis ihrer Umgebung‘ Unsere eigene |mogino+ion der Nacht
basiert zu groBen Teilen auf den persénhchen Erfohrungen, die wir in unserem A”’rog machen. Der
Grof3teil von uns fihrt ein Leben, in dem die Nacht die Zeit der Erho|ung und des Schlafes ist. Auch
wenn wir alle, wie eingangs erwdhnt, bereits andere Seiten der Nacht kennenlernten, so assoziieren

wir eher Erﬁsponnung oder das Nichtarbeiten mit der dunklen Togeshdh“re.



Nocturnal Encounter (c) Hanna Lena Reich

Grenzen, Konflikte, Herausforderungen

Hanna Lena schlief wahrend ihrer Forschung in Nairobi vermehrt am Toge, denn nachts lernte sie
neue Raume, Narrative und Biogrofien kennen. lhre NocHwonderungen unternahm sie oftmals mit
Beg|ei’rungen, u.a. mit Roy, der zu einem guten Freund und festen Bestandteil ihres Projektes wurde.
Eines Abends wartete sie auf ihn und wurde von zwei Mdannern ongesprochen und gefrog’r, weshalb
sie ganz allein unferwegs sei. Sie schreibt: ,Einer der beiden streicht mir iiber die Haare und sagt
,,Hey Blondie, Iooking for some fun?’. Ich lehne dankend ab und bin erleicl'n‘erf, als ich Ray auf mich
zulaufen sehe (...). Er fragf mich, ob ich bereit sei und warnt mich vor: ,Girl, the nigl'n‘ in Nairobi ist
tough. You better be prepared. You are blonde and white, sure will get some attention’. Ich
versichere ihm, dass ich das schon hinbekdme. Er grinst mich an und fiigt hinzu: ,Well, then follow
me and | will show you the dark side of life". Diese Passage bringt die Vielschichtigkeit nicht nur der

Noch’r, sondern auch einer Forschung in einem noch unbekannten Raum zum Vorschein.

Hanna Lena hat sich einen Ort ousgesuch’r, wo sowohl der methodische als auch forschungse%ische
Zugong reflektiert werden sollte. Durch die Zusammenarbeit mit Kenianer*innen, die die Infrastruktur
des ,urban jungles" kennen, konnte die Alumna in A’rmosphdren eintfauchen, die fur viele Nicht-
Kenianer®innen verdeckt und versteckt bleiben. Roy sprich’r davon, ihm zu 1(O|gen. Das Fo|gen, das
MiJrgehen und Entdecken wurde ein wesentlicher Bestandteil von Hanna Lenas Forschung, in der sie
neben genannten Clubaufenthalten, vor allem die arbeitenden Menschen der Nacht in den
Mi+’re|punk+ riickte. Dabei stie3 sie auf Reinigungskrdf’re, StraBBenhé&ndler*innen, Drogendeo|er*innen
oder Sexarbeiter*innen. Vielen Kenianer*innen dient die Nacht nicht zur Erho|ung, sondern als
Maglichkeit Einkommen zu erwirtschaften. An jeder Ecke stofien dabei unterschiedliche Biografien

aufeinander, es entfstehen Konflikte, die auch von Hanna Lena beobachtet wurden.



,Eine Nacht besteht aus mehreren F acetten. Ein Streit in einem Club stellt die
Gegeniiberstellung von zwei Welten (zB. Feiern und Arbeiten) sehr gut dar, da hier
unterschiedliche Wahrnel‘rmungen aufeinandertreffen. Da ist einerseits das Feiern und
das boomende Nachtleben mit Nachschwérmern, die unterwegs sind, z.B. ein junger
angetrunkener Mann. Die Kellnerin andererseits symbolisiert die Nachtarbeit, da viele

Kenianer*innen Probleme haben andere Jobs zu finden. Beide sind in einen Konflikt
gekommen, weil er ihr vorgeworfen hat, dass sie Sachen auf die Recl‘mung gesetzt hat,
die er gar nicht bestellt hat. L eicht angefrunken hat er eine Debatte angezeH'eH' und die

Mitarbeiterin beleidigt, was ein anderes groBes Thema in der Nachtforschung

aufgreiff, ndmlich dass sich viele Leute, die nachts arbeiten von den Menschen, die

nachts feiern, nicht respeld'ierf fihlen.

Dieser Kontrast zwischen Arbeit und Freizeit ist ein Zugcmg, wie man Nacht denken kénnte - hier
trifft Nachschwéarmer®in auf Nachtarbeiter®in. Beide nehmen die Nacht in Anspruch. Einerseits als
Raum der Freiheit, gepragt von Spoﬁ, Loslassen und auch Macht, denn hier bestehen finanzielle
Spie|rdume, von denen die Nachtarbeiter*innen obhdngig gemocth werden. Fur sie ist die Nacht ein

Ort des Zwongs, der Frustration und auch der Angsf
Ai‘mosphc’jre fihlen - /\+mosphare darstellen

Es wird deutlich: die Nacht ist emotional aufgeladen. Aus diesem Grund hat sich Hanna Lena dafir
entschieden diese oerosphdrisch zu beschreiben. Fir Hanna Lena sind diese Aerosphdren sowohl
prokﬁsch als auch theoretisch schwer zu greh(en. In ihrer Dissertation betitelt sie das Kopi+e| zZu
Aerosphdren als ,Nichts und doch nicht nichts’, was die Ambivalenz des Aerosphdrenbegriﬁs
oufzeigf Wie kann man etwas greh(en, das jeo|er und jecle von uns auf eine andere Art und Weise
spirt und in sich aufnimmt? Bei der konzeptuellen Darstellung dessen stéf3t auch bei Hanna Lena an

ihre Grenzen.

In ihrem Kapitel ,Néachtliche Atmospharen” beschreibt sie zundchst eine Atmosphdre am Beispiel
eines plotzlich eintretenden Regenschauers. Durch einen Wetterumschwung kann sich auch die
Sﬁmmung dndern und somit auch die A’rmosphc’jre, in der wir uns befinden. En’rgegengeseJerr der
Annahme, dass Regen die SJrimmung drickt, beobachtet Hanna Lena, wie die Menschen 0usge|ossen
im Regen tanzen, sich gegenseitig unferstitzen, Schutz bieten und eingth”’r von einer lauwarmen

Né&sse gemeinsam auf das Versickern der TropFen warten.



Die Alumna diskutiert einige theoretische Annc’jherungsversuche an den A+mosphdrenbegriﬁc und
erarbeitet fur sich schlieBlich ein Konzep’r, welches von subjektiver Sﬁmmung, Guferen GegebenheHeH
und dem kulturellen/sozialen Kontext obhdngen. Alle drei Sphdren treten in Einheit, um eine gewisse
(hier: nachtliche) Aerosphdre zu schaffen. Trotzdem bleibt eine Empfindung durchweg ungreh(bor,
nicht zuletzt, weil Aerosph(jren nicht isoliert existieren, sondern sich uber|o|open und stetigem W andel
unterworfen sind.

Durch den Kontakt zu einigen FoJrogrm(en, die sich primar fur die Nacht in Nairobi interessierten,
merkte Hanna Lena, dass die bildliche Dors’re”ung von Momenten zumindest ausschnittsweise
Aerosphdren greiﬂoor machen kénnte. Das geschriebene Wort - auch wenn es eJrhnogrofisch und
detailliert zu Popier gebroch’r ist - erreicht eine Grenze, die Fo’rogroﬁen tberwinden kénnen. Das
Zusommenspie| von Forben, Schoﬁen, Formen, B|icl<winl<e|n, Be|ich+ungen, Ausdriicke von Menschen
oder Objekten, brinng den Betrachter®innen eine Situation néher, macht sie nicht nur grehﬁborer,

sondern auch fuhlbarer und verstandlicher.

So kam es schlie3lich
dazu, dass die Fo+ogrofie
nicht nur ein methodischer
Zugang zum Feld wurde,
sondern auch Gegenstand
der Analyse und zur
Dars+e||ung von
Forschungsergebnissen

genutzt wurde. Neben
eigenen FoJrogrofien sind
es vor allem Aufnahmen
von Msingi Sasis, Trevor
Maingi und Peter
Ndung'u, die spater in

einen Bildband flossen.

Versteckte Aerospl']dren (c) Msingi Sasis

Dieser Bildband, der zur gedrucHen Dissertation GngeferJring wurde, besteht aus tber 70 Seiten, die
gescthckJr sind von vielen Fo+ogrcncien und zahlreichen Beschreibungen und Zitaten. Mit der grof3en
Unterstiitzung eines guten Freundes - Michael Steffen - designte sie einen greifbaren Einblick in ihre
Forschung. Auch das Bild ,Nocturnal Encounter” findet seinen Platz im Fotoband. Ein weiteres Foto

bildet einen Nachtwachter ab, der allem Anschein nach ruhig und zufrieden eine Zei’rung liest. Hanna

Lena beschreibt:

Jch mag dieses Bild total gerne, es strahlt Ruhe aus, der Nachtwéchter sieht entspannt aus und
man wiirde eigenflich clenken, dass hier eher eine Afmosphc'ire der Ruhe und Enfspannung herrscht.
Aber ich wei3 auch, was hinter der Ecke stattfindet. Dahinter ist ein gro3er und bekannter
Drogenumschlagsplatz, wo sich viele Junkies treffen, Heroin nehmen und verkaufen... das macht aus

dem Ort eher eine Afmospl‘vc'ire der Bedrohung".



Sie ergdnzt: .Ich finde jedes Bild ist eine Momentaufnahme und man schaut es an und es suggeriert
einem etwas. Jeder sieht etwas anderes. Deshalb ist es wichtig jedes Bild auch in Kombination mit
dem Text zu sehen. Afmosphdren kénnen schnell wechse/n, man lauft von der einen in die anclere,
hinter der Ecke wartet etwas auf dich und das was da kommt kann etwas anderes in dir
hervorrufen, genauso wie der Blick auf ein Bild. Auch hier wird beim Betrachter und der Betrachterin

eine gewisse Afmospl‘l&re hervorgerufen."
Folgt den Nachtschwarmer*innen

Obwohl die Zusammens’re”ung des Fotobuches viel Arbeit kostete, war es Hanna Lenas An|iegen
ihre Promo’rionsforschung durch eine bildliche Dors’re”ung zu ergdnzen. Der Zugong zu ihren Daten,
den Beschreibungen ihrer Beobochfungen sowie der ihrer Nachtschwéarmer®innen wird so auf eine
o’rmosphdrische Art und Weise erzeugt. Die Nacht kann bedrohlich, intim oder frei sein - doch das,
was sie immer ist, ist |ebeno|ig, auch wenn sie noch so ruhig erscheinen mag. Vieles bleibt uns
verborgen, doch einiges tritt ins Licht und wird von Hanna Lena Reich spUrbor gemocth.

Die Absolventin hat uns mitgenommen in die Nacht Nairobis: "We meet these sleepless souls in
parl(ing lots, taxis, bars and clubs, in dark a”eys, on the street, in matatus and soon we realize that
the nigl'n‘ is everywl‘vere, ready for the show. We can't look away. This beautiful nighf is both,
frighfening and H"ri”ing at once’.

Das Fotobuch ,Nairobi Nights” kann bei Interesse von Hanna Lena erworben werden.

(Kontakt via E-Mail: lenareich2308@web.de)

Zur Alumna: Hanna Lena Reich arbeitet aktuell bei
der Gesellschaft Internationale  Zusammenarbeit
(G|Z) GmbH in einem Projek’r zur Uberwindung
weiblicher Geni+o|vers’rumme|ung in Ostafrika. Wir
freuen uns weiterhin von Hanna Lena zu héren und

ihren Reisen zu Fo|gen.
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GEMECHU ABESHU RECEIVES "PREIS DER STADT
BAYREUTH’

by Dina Sodjadan (November 11th 2020)

PR,

Vi " \‘5 \‘; Gemechu Adimassu Abeshu comp|e+eo| his doctoral studies
at BIGSAS in 2019, after four cho”enging years. He is now a

po|icy consultant Working in Canada on several projects. He

shares his experiences in Boyreu+h and beyond o|uring a

demonding time of research, activism and fomi|y separation.

It was during a visit in Kenyo in 2014 that Gemechu heard
about the Boyrequh International Graduate School of African
Studies from Prof. Dr. Dereji Feyissa Dori.

,/ / /l /4

(c) Gemechu Abeshu

The professor, who also pursued his doctoral degree at a German university and is c|ose|y linked to
Prof. Dr. Georg Klute (Gemechu's supervisor), suggested Bayreuth as a place for Gemechu's future in
academia. It was then in April 2015 that he was admitted to BIGSAS and started his PhD.

Soon Gemechu started to engage in the student and Junior Fellow life in Bayreuth, attending weekly
meetings, such as the "Ethnologie Kolloquium” (Anthropology Colloquium) at Iwalewahaus. The
ongoing encounters supported the dedicated doctoral student from Ethiopia in following his research
titled "New Forms of Power in the Afar Region of EJrl']iopio: The Rise of Big Men near the E’rl'\iopi_o
and Djibouti Border”. With a master’s degree in Governance and Deve|opmen+ from the University of

Arﬁwerp Gemechu conducted research on emerging forms of po|i+ico| power in the E’rhiopio, Eritrea
and Djibouti Border Triong|e Area in combination with on’rhropo|ogico| perspectives and

me’rhodo|ogies.

‘BIGSAS brings together Junior Fellows from multitude of African (and beyond)

countries which make Bayreufh a preferred Iearning hub for scholars interested in

African Studies programmes’.

Bayreufh is a quinfessenﬁal German city which | adored. The annual Bayreufl‘: Festival ‘Richard-
W agner-Festspiele’, the "Oktoberfest celebration in Bayreuth which comes with the arrival of fall
season, and personally for me, | enjoyed hearing on Bayreuth city buses a chime and a recorded

children voice that announces the name of the next stop.
Masi‘ering chq”enges with a head held high

With moments of achievements and progress there also came moments of setbacks. One of the

bigges’r cho”enges he was Focing during his time in Germony was the separation from his fomi|y.
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His wife and son had to remain in Ethiopia for the whole course of his studies, even though they
applied for a visa in Germany. However, their application was rejected (twice) and Gemechu had to
stay in touch with his Fomi|y Jr|'1rough |ong distance. He is not the or1|y one, who had to s’rudy under
such circumstances.

Most of us can on|y imagine the foll it takes on a person, being apart from his/her loved ones, let
alone the missing out on each other’s lives. As an anthropological researcher Gemechu spent roughly
12 months spread over three years between 2015 and 2018 in Ethiopia. W hat was also meant to be o
time of reunion with his family was challenged by the fact that his fieldwork coincided with a
widespreod |oo|i+ico| profest in EJrhiopio, which begon in his home region of Oromia Regiono| State and
lasted from 2014 to 2018. While the protests led to the removal of the previous regime, Gemechu, as
well as his wife, were both detained on several occasions. With such confrontations hoppening in his
home coun’rry and being opor’r again when +rove||ing back in Germony, one can on|y wonder how

much s’rreng% a person must have to carry a burden like this.
Starting a new chapter

After Gemechu defended his excellent dissertation in October 2019, he moved to Canada to reunite
with his family. After coming to Canada, he worked as s a policy consultant, editing and publishing
articles (e.g. “This Conflict is new fo us: conflict in the Borderlands of Eﬂwiopia and Djibout,
for’rhcoming article on the Journal of Modern Africa Studies) and recenHy started a role as Research
Assistant (Co—op) at Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Services on reseorching on
a project titled ‘impact of fomi|y loss and separation on refugee children and yoquh (CYRRC)" in

Toronto.

His hard work is honoured with "Preis der Stadt Bayreui‘h"

Even if the years of separatfion cannot be reversed, Gemechu receives this yeor’s "Award of the Ci’ry
of Boyreui‘h" as a distinction and recognition for his ou’rs+ono|ing doctoral thesis. In the end, his o|i|igence
and hard work under extraordinary circumstances has been honoured and he thanks his family and
his doctoral supervisor for their support.

‘I am honoured and humbled to be selected for the "Preis der Stadt Bayreuth” | would like to take
this opportunity to thank Prof. Dr. Georg Klute at the Department of Anfhropology in Bayreufh
Universify, for his support and advice as a supervisor-fafher H‘:rougl"ouf the course of my PhD
project. His sharp comments and suggestions were exfremely instrumental in shaping the arguments
and format of my thesis which led to the very selection of my dissertation for this award. It would
be a discredit on my part if | fail to pay accolade to my wife - Biftu Haile by at least saluting the
/ong and enormous sacrifices she made in terms of, not on/y of waiting for the husband to comp/efe
his studies and come home, but also for raising our son Naol alone as well as her relentless support
and encouragement’.

We congratulate Gemechu Adimassu Abeshu on receiving this award and wish him and his family

all the best for the future.


https://accessalliance.ca/research-blog/impact-of-family-loss-and-separations-on-refugee-youth/
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A CONTRIBUTION TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE
CALLS FOR BOYCOTT IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD

by Andreas Wiist (November 23rd 2020)

Mony in the West may rub their eyes in astonishment: in the Islamic world, thousands of peop|e are
currenHy ’roking to the streets and CO||ing for a boycoH of the proo|uc’rs of the very country that (at
least in Europe) is mosﬂy perceived as a frontrunner for democratic rigrﬁs and freedom of expression
in por+icu|crr ever since the French Revolution of 1789. The stumbling block: old caricatures of the
Proprre’r Mohommed, which had been repub|isheo| a few weeks earlier |oy the French satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo and for the discussion of which the hisrory teacher Samuel Pory, in the
exercise of his educational o|u+y, was crue||y executed by a monster, shouring the words “Allahu
Akbar” into the world. The current protest against France in its anger rqre|y makes a distinction
between the editorial board of o private magazine, who is responsib|e for the pub|ico+ion of the
caricatures, and the state, which profects the pub|icor+ior1 righ’rs of this magazine as a guarantor of
free speech and laicité - regardless of the individual attitude of state actors to the cartoons

themselves.

* k%K

Once again, the gap between worldviews seems impossible or difficult to bridge, the Clash of
Civilizations so Fomous|y dubbed by Samuel Hunﬁngron many years ago appedring to be more real

than ever.

Indeed, the repub|ico’rion of the Muhammad cartoons is perceived by many Muslims around the
world less as an expression of the sublime rigrrJr to freedom of expression and freedom of the press,
but more as another moment of humiliation that must be viewed seporo+e|y from the related murder

of Samuel Poer .

Muslims of this world may be quorre”ing with one another and years of feuds and o|eep enmities
may divide the ummah, that Muslims so often refer to - but many Muslims of all streams sfill agree
on one Jrhir}g: Allah and his propr]eJr Mohammed are inviolable and a vilification or mockery equo| a

socri|ege‘

The reactions of defiance in view of this scrcri|ege are reflections of the pride in the old lslamic culture

that was once characteristic of large parts of the world from Baghdad to Fez, from Sudan to

Andalusia.
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A son may, to the cl’\ogrin of his father, have neg|ec’reo| all Islamic duties all year round, a young
woman may have alienated herself from her ancestors’ re|igion to the o|isp|eosure of her mother; but
at the moment when this feehng of holiness of God and his prophe’r, which is o|eep|y anchored in the
souls of many peop|e, is cho”enged, son and douthrer stand united with their parents on the street to

protest against this deeply felt injustice.

The case of the French Muhammad cartoons is perceived as just another in a long series of

humiliations, both |orge and small, that the Muslim soul has endured for many generations.

k%

Mony may roll their eyes, but yes, the Crusades are often still viewed as a collective trauma.
Likewise the colonial times, in which the French occupation, for strategic reasons, p|oyed off Berber-
speoking and Arobic—speoking parts of the popu|o+ion of North Africa against each other, the great
powers France and Great Britain divided up the Middle East under the Sykes-Picot Agreement and
the British brouthr Boghdod and Cairo, two important centers of the lslamic culture, under their
control and transported the riches of the Islamic world to Europe via Aden, the Suez Canal and the
Mediterranean Sea. For many, the founding of Israel was tantamount to a perpetuation of the
Sykes—Pico’r Agreemen’r under international law and thus colonial claims to power in the Middle East.
And even those (and there are many) who believe in a peaceful coexistence between Jews and
Muslims, Israelis and Palestinians, cannot and do not want to understand Why the State of lsrael
allows and even promotes that religious zealots and fanatics with ever new settlements are violating
the contractually fixed borders between Israel and Palestine while referring to the biblical promise of
salvation and taking advantage of Israel's duty to protect its citizens and in the awareness of the

stark power imbalance between the Israeli army and Palestinian forces.

Yes, there is no other country that is the subject of more United Nations resolutions than Israel, but
lsrael can ignore them with impunity thanks to its potent partners on both sides of the Atlantic. I+
should come as no surprise that many supporters of the Palestinian cause see Israel’s acts or omissions

as p|onned state terrorism.

Even if many Muslims, due to io|eo|ogico| or re|igious differences, distance themselves from the
guerrilla-like and bloody counter-attacks by Hamas or the baring behaviour of Hezbollah, they feel
so|idori+y across borders with the often precarious situation of the Palestinians in Gaza and the West

Bank, who are often referred to as brothers and sisters.

Furthermore, when the g|obo| war on ferror was proc|oimeo| in the wake of the terrible terrorist
attacks of 9/11, which were also condemned in the Muslim world, many Muslims felt Jrhey had been
|o|oced under genero| suspicion and held under group |io|oi|i+y. The subsequerﬁ invasion of
Afghonis’ron or the attack on |roq, justified on the basis of false evidence, Jroge’rher with the terrible
bombing of Boghdod, an historical centre of Islamic culture, were and are felt to be disproporﬁono’re

and o|ee|o|\/ unjust.



All the more so since many (mosﬂy secular) despo’rs in the Arab world like to use the war on terror
as a prefext to control and suppress the peop|e of their countries - and especio”y practicing believers.
And Jrhey do so with the he|p of their Western partners even more than before. Just a few o|oys
before Ben Ali was overthrown in Tunisia, France, for exomp|e, had promised to deliver tear gas to
the dictatorial regime in North Africa in order to bring the protests against state violence and

orbiJrrory rule to their knees.

Even today, Germany, France, Great Britain and the USA still deliver weapons and heavy war
equipment fo Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. And with this war material the clespoJrs of
these states are covering an enfire country - Yemen - with war, terror, hunger and death in the

name of peace and justice.

These and other events in his’rory give many Muslims a fee|ing of genero|ized injustice, frustration
and powerlessness - not only in view of Western hegemony and arrogance, but also with regards to
the opportunistic leaders of their own countries who often sympathise and cooperate with the West.
Knowing about this feeling may help explain what is currently happening in much of the Muslim
world. Mony peop|e there cannot avoid moking the fatal mixture of western greeo|, h\/pocrisy,
ignorance and unscrupulousness responsible for the suffering of large parts of the Muslim world
popu|o’rion. More and more often these massive cases are put in relation to the odmi+’red|y horrific
death of the victims of nevertheless excep’riono| terrorist attacks in Europe and America. This
re|o+ionshi|o is often done unconscious|y, but is increosing|y being made exp|ici’r (at least behind the

scenes).

*kk

The point is not to jus’rhcy the recent terrible attacks in Nice, Paris or Vienna, or fo |egi’rimise the calls
for boycoHs on French proo|uc+s all over the Muslim world. Some |orge mosques and Islamic
associations in France, as well as many states, have s|’10rp|y condemned the terrorist attacks and in

some cases also the calls for boycoHs‘

It is also not about trying fo evoke sympoJrhy, but about raising unders’randing. Unders’ronding for
Why many Muslims or peop|e who feel |oose|y attached to the Islamic culture, feel offended by the

republication of Mohammed cartoons.

CurrenHy, it is oc’ruo”y again Muslims themselves who are being instrumentalized in their anger: For
exomp|e, Turkish President Recep Toyyip Erclogcm uses the rage of many Muslims in the face of the
caricatures to upgrade a cultural issue to a political one and to present himself as a spearhead of the
profests and as a defender of Islamic values. Meanwhile he diverts attention from his massive
domestic |oo|i’rico| and above all economic prob|ems, as Bilent Mumoy opHy poin’red out in a recent

guest contribution for the FAZ.


https://www.dw.com/de/franz%C3%B6sische-muslime-verurteilen-boykottaufrufe/a-55478618
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/brief-aus-istanbul/in-der-tuerkei-koennen-sich-menschen-kein-brot-mehr-leisten-17037834.html

Erdogon/s favorite od\/ersor\/, French President Emanuel Macron, himself however did not strike the
righ’r tone in his speeches also pub|ished on the Arab broadcaster Al-Jazeera after the terrorist attacks
in France. He did not manage fo bring back the famous fraternité (unier) to the deep|y divided,

multicultural French society, let alone to poch(y international protests.

In the transnational so|io|ori+y, Islam manifests itself less as re|igion than as a still-lived cultural system.
It functions fo a certain extent as - admittedly somewhat crumbly - cement between otherwise very
different and diverse sociefies. It may be a vague feeling of belonging together, but strong enough to
be effective across national borders. However, it becomes clear to everyone re|oJrive|y quicHy that the
fee|ing otherwise hord|y manages to maintain bonds - at the latest when the next tribal dispques, the

next figH for raw materials or the next conflict about re|igious sovereignty make it into the headlines.

In order not to get me wrong: Especially after the unspeakable European experiences with state-
enforced anti-Semitism and mass extermination of peop|e who think, believe, love and live diﬁ(erenﬂy,
freedom of expression and the press as well as the right to freedom of religion must have absolute
validity. Kurt Tucholsky's famous answer to the question "W hat is satire allowed to do?" must remain

valid: Yes, satire can do ony+hing.

She must and should be allowed to do ony+hing. And yes, | ask my fellow Muslims to bear it when
their prophe’r is ridiculed, just as | once had to endure when the German magazine Titanic, in the
wake of the abuse scandal in the Catholic Church, published drawings of a priest kneeling in a
disrepu+0b|e pose in front of the crucified, Opporenﬂy |o|ushing and sweating Christ.

| demand from lslamic associations as well as from the Christian churches, Jewish communities,
political parties and associations that they also take responsibility for radical forces in their ranks and
that they check their belief systems for points of reference for extremist tendencies and deal
proactively with this problem. It is unbearable to hear that Islamist terrorists have nothing to do with
Islam, just as it is shorJr—sithrecI to say that the Crusades have noJrhing to do with Chrisﬁon#y or that
the construction of settlements in Palestine by fundamentalist Jews has no’rhing to do with Judaism or

righ’r-wing extremism has noJerg to do with patriotism.

It is necessary that all worldviews and re|igions deal with their hieror\/, learn where certain radical
tendencies stem from, what their causes are. In view of the current profest movements in the lslamic
Wor|o|, such an examination of one’'s own re|igious hierory is also called for |oy the Tunisian phi|osopher
and lslamic scholar Youssef Seddik in a recent interview with the newspaper Jeune Afrique‘ He says:
On|y with a deeper know|eo|ge of one’s own re|igion - and not on|y their texts and rituals -it is even

possib|e that, as a believer, one no |onger feels affected by the b|osphemous statements of others.


https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1069500/societe/caricatures-de-mahomet-youssef-seddik-les-musulmans-ne-devraient-pas-se-sentir-concernes/

Because in the end, b|osphem\/ on|y affects God and the person who commits it. Seddik makes an
apt comparison: If someone insults you on the street as a fool, that insult does not make you fool. If
you still feel concerned, then opporenHy on|y because you (at least secreHy) have doubts about your

own cognitive abilities.

At the same fime, we as a society must pay more attention to the fact that we do not call every
terrorist act committed by a misguided person who has radicalized himself alone and without ever
having frequented a mosque or even prayed reqularly, only with the help of the Internet, as Islamist
terror. Because just as there are menJro”y confused peop|e in all societies in the world, so there are of

course also among the up fo five million peop|e with a Muslim bockground in Germony.

| value the princip|e of the separation of re|igion and state, the princip|e of secularism and laicité, |

defend the rithr to freedom of expression and freedom of the press.

But | also don't want a Muslim in Germany to be afraid of going to the mosque for Friday prayers
because he or she has to fear getting on the observation lists of the intelligence services. | dont want
him or her to be ashamed or even judged for saying the necessary praise to God with the words
‘Allahu Akbar” when fu|fi||ing the o|quy to pray. | do not want Jewish citizens not to dare to wear a
kippoh in pub|ic for fear of attacks or to on|y pray behind |oo|ice—guoro|ed synagogue doors pro’rec’red
by steel locks. | don't want every AFD supporter to be insulted as a Nazi and every leftist as an anti-

fascist terrorist.

* k%

What | wish for is a secularization of all re|igions and worldviews as well as a de-emotionalisation of
the discourse about identity - be it of a religious or ideological nature. This requires all of us to be
Wi||ing to learn from, with and about one another. Transparency must be the top priority. Just as
Christian churches (at least in |orge parts of Europe) are o|woys open to everyone - even atf fimes of
prayer and mass - mosques and synagogues should also be accessible to everyone at all fimes -
both in the real and ﬂgurcﬁrive sense. Because on|y with open gates and with sermons, reodings and
prayers in German one allows the innate curiosity of every person to develop and thereby mitigates

fear of contact.

As difficult as this may seem in tferms of proc+ic0| imp|emen+0’rion (especio”y in the case of
synagogues, which - sod|y as it is - are sfill exposed to a porﬁcu|0r security risk) | see no way
around this opprooch in times of growing anti-Semitism and is|omophobio. Muslims as well as Jews
and Christians have to become (ogoin) more visible in society; '|'|’1€y have to lose their nimbus of
|inguis+ico| and ideo|ogico| incomprehensibih’ry and inopproochobih’ry in order to counteract fears,
skepﬁcism and mistrust born out of ignorance. To this end, imams and rabbis must be trained in
Germony, under state supervision and with the involvement of the respective communities’ re|igious

representatives, and need to be equipped with the tools necessary for social life in this cou ntry.



By these means, | hope that we will grow Jroge’rher to become a society in which we care about one
another’s Fee|ings, be it as teachers, newspaper editors, po|iﬁcions - in short: as citizens ghored with
reason and empathy. We must learn to show the decency and sensitivity to formulate critique
around certain sensitive topics in a manner that avoids provocation and offense for the sake of

provocation and offense.

It is true that the line between respect for others and self-censorship is sometimes very fine and in a
democracy this line has to be negotiated over and over again. But this strenuous and sometimes

painful act of self-questioning is necessary to obtain peaceful coexistence in our society.

To put it again in the words of Kurt Tucho|sky: Yes, satire is allowed to do onerhing. But | ask myseh(,
does it have to do everyﬂ'\ing that is |ego||y allowed?

About the Author
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TEACHING IS HIS PASSION - MEET THOKO KAIME
by Dina Sodjadan (December 3rd 2020)

The chreu+h International Graduate School of African Studies provides an in+ero|iscip|inory research
setting, where doctoral students from all around the world can gain and further their know|eo|ge in
African Studies as a broad field of research. More than 80 students from 26 countries are currently
pursuing their doctoral studies in various scientific fields, such as arts, po|i+ico| science, |inguis+ics,
geography or legal studies. With Thoko Kaime, new chair holder of the African Legal Studies Chair
at the University of Bayreuth, students pursuing their inferest in law can atfend classes concerning the

African continent.

Thoko Kaime is a Malawian |owyer by Jrrctining, who specio|izes
primarily on public international law. His research interest concerns
international environmental law and international human rigHs, with a
focus on sus+oinobi|i+y and governance as well as on children’s rithrs. His
current projects are highly relevant both politically and socially. Thoko

Kaime is not only a passionate lawyer, but also a dedicated teacher.

AHhough he has worked in a consu|’ring firm in London in the past, he
found his passion in Jrec1chir1g. His passion motivated him to join (c) African Legal Studies

academia, ultimately leading him to the University of Bayreuth. University of Bayreuth

"The first duty of a professor is to teach’

Studying law does not only mean to read a lot of books or run across the hallway of a law firm for
80 hours a week - let's put aside the clichés - law permeates all spheres of our lives and can be
linked with a multitude of perspectives in an in+ero|iscip|inory way. The in+ero|iscip|inory character of
|ego| studies is one of the reasons Kaime came to Boyreuﬂm The Africa Mu|’ri|o|e Cluster of Excellence
enables him to parficipate in in+ero|isci|o|ino|ry discussions as well as to use mu|’rip|e me+hoo|o|ogies.
/-\pprooching |egc1| studies from a mu|+idiscip|inory point of view is a privi|ege Kaime is enjoying - |
am humbled to be in a space like that, where African scholars and Africanists can connect and work

fogefher".

His chair is a p|oh(orm which allows him to reach out to those who have little know|edge of African
|eg0| systems, but are pursuing a degree in |ego| studies. He wants to higHigH the relation of both,
focusing on issues such as human rithrs, sus+oinobi|i+y and governance. By imp|emen’ring an Eng|is|’1
|_eg0| Curriculum students get the chance fo participate in classes that deal with "domestic jurisdictions
as well as examine infernational |ego| order” (from the ELC Website). Furthermore, a series on
Human RigHs took p|oce in the last weeks (read more here), with a lot of different topics such as
social (in-)justices or human dignier. The resonance is great. Many students, but also co||eogues in and
outside of Boyrequh, appreciate the work of the Chair of African |_e90| Studies. Besides his Jreoching
activity, Thoko Kaime deals with many other pressing issues. Especio”y elements of energy justice and

the access to it is an important matter which he pays attention to.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1292

Wh\/ is it so impor’rorﬁ? Mony children don't receive odeqqure education, because Jrhe\/ don't have
access fo energy and consequenﬂ\/ also not to health services: “health workers can't provicle their

service, because there is no elecfricify".

"Energy access is a human rights issue and energy justice is a key part of that

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic many human rights are threatened. Working with Martin Schmidt-
Kessel on contracts and Covid-19 on the one side, the access to energy is also an area where national
African governments need to take responsibility. Let's take one example: students who are forced to
eruo|\/ from home, because their |e0rning institutions shut down, need access to e|ec+rici+y in order to
follow their studies. However, mobile data for exomp|e is quite expensive in many states. Kaime
suggests that a regu|o+ory framework must be put in p|oce, to access the +eoching material for free or
a very low cost. This issue interferes with contracts that one country makes with (foreign) investors

and institutions. However, the government needs to regu|o+e their relations and manage licences.

"We are living in quite exceptional times and there is need for some drastic measures, and those
drastic measures do guarantee the continuing enjoyment of certain rights and governments should
do that. Choices made by African states in relation to investment should be determined by the

priorities by those African countries’.

Have African countries trusted international players long enough? Are foreign companies really
supporting African economies or only their own interest?

Kaime identifies the prob|em in the copi+o|is+ system, where every+hing is based on competition. P|ocing
trust in foreign companies often misses the point. The only development that can be observed at this
point is the economic upswing of the investors themselves, but less so of the projects or governments
on-site. Kaime argues that the government itself must be held accountable and presents the example

of regiono| integration. \)\/h\/, for exomp|e, does the Europeon Union enjoy better Jrroo|ing terms with
South Africa than Zambia or Malawi?

With a view to regiono| integration, Kaime again takes up the exomp|e of energy supp|y. Since 1992
there has been an energy shortage in Southern Africa, although the Democratic Republic of Congo
(and its Grand Inga Dam) has the possibility to produce enough energy with hydropower to cover
120% of the energy needs in Southern Africa. So why don't the states join as one region? For the
|Owyer and professor, the answer lies in the competition between the countries and the investment in
projects that are supposed fo remain independerﬁr. The Southern African Deve|opmen+ Community
offers an institutional framework but is currently unable to establish o sustainable connection to the
region. A connection can only be initiated with a civil society which shakes up the elites of each state.
For Thoko Kaime, the Universier of Boyreufh is the perFec’r |o|oce to uncover and question connections,
links and intersections, and to engage in further Jrhinking with co||eogues.

The Chair of African Lego| Studies is thus a |o|oce of critical ’rhinking, where many students enjoy an

education, which leads them to be ambitious thinkers themselves.
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A CONTRIBUTION TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE
CALLS FOR BOYCOTT IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD

by Abu Baker Ahmed Abdel Rahman Al Hadi & Dina Sodjadan
(November 23rd 2020)

The luminous orange is a real eye-catcher. A bright colour that helps you to find your keys among

bOOl(S Oﬂd documen’rs, be{ore |€O\/iﬂg your house.

There are many different BIGSAS merchandise items - the aforementioned key chains, but also
luggage straps or magnets and stickers. At conferences, you always have them on you: BIGSAS pens

and notebooks. BIGSAS material is a great companion, not only in Bayreuth, but all around the world.

BIGSAS can also be found in Sudan. Alumnus Abu Baker has sent us
the fo||owing phoJrogroph and describes:

“The Iacly who uses this key chain is a relative. She has seen one of
these BIGSAS key chains at my home. She was impressed by the
qualify and the colour.

She said: "Please bring me one of these key chains. | liked it because |

threw my keys e\/erywhere at home and | lose it and | start seorc/’ring

for it. This happens to me e\/eryc/ay. To find it eosi/y, p/ease give me

one. | can see or find this colour at any time which saves much of time"

Pho+ogrop|'1 OF |<ey choin as a

protector in Sudan (submitted
by Abu Baker)

Evil eye can affect everyone, occording to the belief. To protfect the house, peop|e hong a protector in
the house. This protfector is known as hafiza (in Arabic, |i+ero||y charm of pro’rec’rion). Hanging keys
besides the hafiza protects the keys and everyone enters the house will see it. It is beautiful and

shining. Not one else in our residential or the town has this key chain except me and this |oo|y".

Dr Abu Baker Ahmed Abdel Rahman Al Hadi comp|e’reo| his doctorate "Reproducﬁve Dilemmas in the
Pro-natalist Sudan: Perceptions of Causes, Treatment Practices, and Consequences of Female Infertility
in the Town of Tamboul” in 2018. He currenHy works at the University of Bahri, Khartoum, as an

assistant pro{essor in on’rhropo|ogy.

We are hoppy that our merchandise does not only have practical use, but comes in many different
dimensions. It is very impressive fo see that BIGSAS is home all around the world, in the hands of

many people. BIGSAS materials show that we are all connected.


https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/1039
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY MEETS "WEIBERFASTNACHT"
by Dina Sodjadan (March 4th 2020)

W hile in many German cities the carnival season kicked off on Thursdoy, Februory 20, 2020, the
Representatives of the Junior Fellows organised their own small celebration that took place at BIGSAS.
Whether dressed up in carnival costumes or in a cultural folklore outfit - more than 20 JF, BIGSAS
employees and the extended BIGSAS family circle came together to celebrate, dance and eat. A
special buffet provided the chance to taste delicacies from different parts of the world.

Dump|ings from Chino, beans and chopoﬁ from Tanzania, cake from Germony and Jo||o1( rice
(vegeJroricm friend|y!) from Nigerio. The ge’r-’rogeﬂ']er was not on|y a cu|inory higHigh’r. The Reps
thanked BIGSAS for the successful cooperation and they were happy to see Dean Martina Drescher
at the event. Their musical p|oy|is’r varied - from North to South, East fo West, poired with some

German carnival hits.

The geJr-Jroge’rher was meant to be a chance for new JF to get to know other students. But often it's
just nice to spend a few colorful hours JrogeH’]er, hence the S17 was also co|or1(u||\/ decorated! Thanks to
Dandara Moia, who orrcmged the seminar room in a very beautiful way. And whether carnival or
not - at gc’rherings like this, fun and joy are o|w0ys present. Addi’riono“y, all BIGSAS fomi|y members,

friends and visitors are always welcome. We are looking forward to the next party!



https://bigsas.hypotheses.org/907
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WELCOME TO A NEW SEMESTERI
by Dina Sodjadan (November 19th 2020)

Many of you had wished that you could get back to a normal everyday life. But ofter a longer
lockdown earlier this year, we are currenﬂy focing our everydoy life with further ‘Corona-measures'.
The ‘new normal’ continues to make encounters, research and ne’rworking difficult and many students
have had to reorient their research approaches in o methodical way in order to adapt them to the
worldwide pondemic‘ W hile the university attempts fo keep up ‘business as usual, we at BIGSAS
also try to provide the Junior Fellows with as much presence as possib|e‘ An exomp|e of this was the

Welcome Seminar, which took p|oce last week from Mondoy fo \)\/ednesdoy.

After a quiet start on Monday with only two new doctoral candidates (general information about
BIGSAS were shared by Dr Christine Scherer and a small hello from the Junior Fellow
Representatives followed), the seminar picked up speed in the afternoon. Dr Christine Vogt-William,
Director of the Gender & Diversi’ry Office of the Cluster, and Dr Aminata Mboye, Depquy Director of
the Gender & Diversier Office of the Cluster, spoke about |n+ersec’riono|i+y and Critical Diversi’ry
Literacy Approaches.

On Tuesdoy morning, the Junior Fellows were introduced to Research Data Monogemerﬁ, led by Dr
Petra Steiner, data curator in the Digi’ro| Solutions porh(o|io in the Cluster. Later, the participants
goined further insithrs into the BIGSAS structure, such as research Funding and other administrative
aspects. Wednesday morning provided a chance to answer individual questions. Considering the fact
that currenﬂ\/ on|y a maximum of eithr peop|e is allowed to sit in the seminar room at the same time,
one can say that the events were well attended. We especio”y welcome the Junior Fellows who
came to BIGSAS this year and started their journey to Germany and Boyreu+h under difficult

conditions.

The Dean and the Deputy Head of BIGSAS are also pleased to welcome new junior researchers.
Additional Docs & Deans meetings offer a chance start a conversation with the Dean and Deputy
Head as well - new meetings will be published on the BIGSAS website. In addition to the Welcome
Seminar, we would like to share some information about Professor Dr Martina Drescher (Dean of
BIGSAS) and Professor Dr Martin Doevenspeck (Depquy Head of BIGSAS), in order to give a face
to the management of BIGSAS. The Bayreuth International Graduate School of African Studies
(BIGSAS) is represented by Professor Dr Martina Drescher (Dean) and Professor Dr Martin
Doevenspeck (Deputy Head). They are part of the BIGSAS management and members of the
Steering and Executive Committee.

One of the main tasks of Professor Drescher is the representation of BIGSAS interests and concerns
within the framework of the Cluster of Excellence Africa Mu|’rip|e, on whose committees

(Monogemerﬁ Board and Academic Committee) she is a permanent member.


http://www.bigsas.uni-bayreuth.de/en/organisation/early_career/scherer_christine/index.html
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BIGSAS, as an older and well-established institution, has recenHy been irﬁegro’red into the new
framework of the Cluster. An expression of these efforts is, on the one hand, the revision of the
BIGSAS Regu|0+ions, which were oo|op+eo| in summer of 2019, and on the other hand the revision of
the Doctoral Regu|0+ions, which were opproved by the S+eering Committee of BIGSAS in October.
The discontinuation of the previous Research Areas and the employment of doctoral candidates into
Cluster projects brought changes to the admission procedure. At the same time, the Dean
endeavoured fo firm up already existing formats such as the BIGSAS Colloquium and to improve
regulations concerning the doctoral examination procedure such as an extension of fime for the

inspection of the expert opinions.

Within BIGSAS, Professor Drescher chairs the above-mentioned committees (EC and SC). These
committees decide on matters that directly affect BIGSAS. The Steering Committee is responsible for
for-reoching decisions such as the admission of new Junior Fellows (os well as Senior Fe”ows). The
EC serves primori|y to handle doy-Jro-doy business, such as opp|ico+ions for research or conference
trips, printing subsidies, or granting scho|orships such as the transitional {unding.

At a groduo’re school like BIGSAS, it is of course essential that everybody works JrogeHﬁer to provio|e
the doctoral students with the best possib|e resources. For Professor Doevenspeck, it is above all the
teamwork that motivates him to continue as Deputy Head of BIGSAS - even if it entails lots of
communication and a not inconsiderable expendi’rure of time. After the former Dean Professor Dr
Dymi’rr lbriszimow resigned from his duties in BIGSAS in 2018, the two former Vice Deans took over
the manogement of the graduate school. However, the other employees, including Dr Christine
Scherer and Juliane Fender, as well as the administrative assistants Anette Volk and Sabine Wagner,
continued to back the Deans, to the best of their abilities.

“The excellent team has been very supportive and I‘re/ped us to grow quickly into the

new position’. - Professor Drescher

Despi’re hoving all the support of this team, even the Deans offen reach their limits, especio”y |oy
holding several positions at the University of Bayreuth and beyond. Professor Doevenspeck is Head of
the Geography Department and spokesperson for the Mobilities Research Section in the Cluster. "You
need o|isci|o|ine, good time management and you need to be efficient’, notes Professor Doevenspeck He
only gets impatient when it comes to small things that end up on the table of the SC or EC due to a
lack of research in some opp|ico’rions. He says: 'l would like to call on the BIGSAS {omi|y: find out
about the processes, submit your opp|ico’rions +ime|y and ask if ony’rhing is unclear. The team will
o|woys give you competent advice”.

After dll, it is primarily the BIGSAS administration team that can answer the questions of everyday
concerns. The Deans jump back and forth between committees and meeftings, which can lead to

conflicts in schedules and interpersonal relationships. Professor Drescher says:



“We have all been parﬁcularly stressed since the beginning of the Corona pandemic, which has had
a profound impact on our everyday life and our working environment, for excmple fnrougn the fact
that video conferences have rep/acecl real encounters. In addition, the current situation has also had
and continues to have serious financial, social and psychological consequences for many JFs, for
example, because they have been unable to leave the country after completing their doctorate, or
have been unable to begin their field research, have to forgo conference trips or have to modify the

topic of their dissertation.”

As part of the BIGSAS fomi|y, you are never alone, and the entire team is committed to find solutions
for any arising prob|ems. The exchonge among each other is ex’rreme|y imporJrcm’r, says Professor
Doevenspeck. Unfor’runo+e|y, he himself often finds very little time to interact with Junior Fellows. His
priority is fo maintain active contact with his own doctoral candidates, whom he regu|or|y meets in the
Geo bui|o|ing. But he is o|woys o|e|igh+eo| when he ‘runs into” one or the other Junior Fellow in the city
or at (digi+o|) events. Professor Drescher would like to see the Junior Fellows become more involved
within BIGSAS. After all, it is not on|y the contact between the administration and the doctoral
candidates that needs to be maintained, but above all the contact between one another. Junior
Fellows should see events such as the Welcome Seminar outlined above as an opportunity to meet
and exchonge ideas. It is understandable that everyone has little fime, but the joint activities among
the Junior Fellows s’rreng’rhen the team spirit and show that there is mutudl support - an incredib|y
important message especio”y in cho”enging times like these.

As a father of three children, Professor Doevenspeck also knows that it is important fo structure his
doy di|igen+|y in order to keep an overview, especio”y because breaks and rest periods are also
important. He himself likes to go hiking or jogging - activifies that are |ucl<i|y compoﬁb|e with the

current situation.

In the end, the Deans encourage the doctoral candidates not to lose focus: "Sfay nealfny and
optimistic, take care of others, consider immobi/ify a privilege, adjust the research c/esign if necessary
in close excnange with the supervisor, think about what the panclemic means for your topic and

read and write a lof'.

Professor Dr Martina Drescher is holder of the Chair of Romance
and General Linguistics at the University of Bayreuth. Her
research interests include Health communication and |onguoge
variation with a particular focus on French in Africa. She is Vice
Dean of Early Career & Equal Opportunity as well as Member

of the Research Section "Moradlities”.

Professor Dr Martin Doevenspeck Professor of  Political
Geogrcphy at the Department of Geogroph\/ His research
interests lie ot the inferface of Political Geogrophy and Social

Geogrophy in o|eve|oping countries. His work covers three main

areas: migration, socie+y—environmen+o| relations and risk and
(c) Africa Multiple conflict. He is also a Member of the Board of the Institute of (c) Africa Multiple
African Studies Bo\/reuﬂﬁ.
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We need you! #specialday #opinionpiece #juniorfellowcosmos

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION / CONTRIBUTION

Dear Junior Fellow, dear Alumni, dear BIGSAS family,

You want to speok out about your research? You want to take a stand on an important event or a

debate? You want to give insigh’rs info your work, your cadreer, your experiences? Then use the

BIGSAS |o|og to raise attention and higHigh’r the diversi’ry of the field of African Studies and beyond.

Contributions to the BIGSAS b|og can be pub|ishec| in German, Eng|is|‘1 and French.

The format is oriented towards journdlistic styles, away from academic publication, towards a more

accessible writing.

An article should not exceed four word pages (standard I(ormofﬁng, e.g. Times New Roman, 11 + 1.15
line spocing) and should include (sub)heodings.
Copyrigh’r is required for all submitted phoJros, suggestions for keywords can also be included.

The thematic range covers several categories, from scientific research, vo|un’reering, food, fqmily, to
socio-po|i+icc|| debates. Artistic contributions are also welcome, e.g. poems, pho’rogrophs, drowings or

similar.

If you are inferested, please contact us at bigsas-projectsupport@uni-bayreuth.de - we look forward

to heoring from you!

PS: You even want to become part of the editorial team? We would also be very hoppy about that.
If you have some time for a few months, if you enjoy coordinoﬁng, intferviewing and writing, and if
you know how to use WordPress or want to learn how, then The BIGSAS World is the right place

Tt ol




THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU

First of all, I would like to thank BIGSAS for o||owing me to contribute my own ideas to the administrative
work cluring my time as a student assistant as well as a part-time academic assistant. As a media studies
graduate with many years of journalistic experience, | was keen to use my passion for writing in a visible
manner. My time ot BIGSAS has made me redlise how every single research, every single fellow carries an
immense porh(o|io of ideas, expertise and stories. At the same time, one is cons’rcmﬂy struck b\/ all the networks
that make up the BIGSAS Fami|y. There were numerous moments, also mentioned in some interviews, where
newcomers to BIGSAS heard about Boyreuﬂ'} from alumni of the African Studies here. How can other F&)Fie,‘
outside BIGSAS, the university, Bayreuth learn about the work of our PhD students? How can Africa-related

resecrch loe moc|e more +ongib|e, more occessib|e: reoch a _group ‘”‘IO"’ dOQS not necesscri|y hove a connection

to higher education? The idea of a b|og was born - a link travels faster (not least in Corona times) than a

prin’red brochure. An article that provides an insithr reads quicker than a whole dissertation.

Hanna Lena was saying: | can now share the printed article with my grandmother, and she enjoys

understanding a little bit more about my research and my time in Bayreuth and Kenya.’

The exchonge among academics is important, but the exchonge with non-academics is equo“y signhcicqnf And
that is Why the b|og and all the contributions pub|isheo| there have o|woys been dear to me. However, the
whole project would not have been possible at all if | had not received support from numerous people. In
addition to the BIGSAS admin team, from which Juliane Fender in particular provided advice in the initial
phase, it was also Sofie Reinl who became part of the editorial feam in December 2020 and enriched the blog
with her contributions. For French translations or corrections, | thank my husband Yao Sodjadan, who
possiono+e|y worked on the rithr expressions. | thank the BIGSAS representatives, first and foremost Andreas
Wiist and Shaden Kamel, who included the b|og in their newsletter and shared contributions o|i|igen’r|y. |
would like to thank all Junior Fellows, alumni and professors who participated in interviews and also those
who expressed their interest to be inferviewed in the future. Of more than 15 interviews conducted, the
maijority took place digitally to adhere to current Corona regulations. Of the 8 interviews conducted ‘offline’,
three were moved to the bo|cony, the Hofgor’ren or a café at a time when meetings were also possib|e at these
locations (..and who says you can't combine sunboﬂ'\ing with a great conversation?). My specio| thanks also go
to all the ‘guest contributions’ (e.g, on special days or as opinion pieces). The blog thrives on its diversity and
serves not only as a platform to present the work of the Junior Fellow and alumni in the form of an interview,
but also to offer a space to publish one’s own contributions. This enables us all to reflect on experiences beyond
the realm of academia and to put them into a different perspective. For the future of the b|og, both | and the
rest of the BIGSAS team would be very hoppy to receive more b|og entries from all of you. Fino”y, | would
like to thank all the readers, all those who clicked on the blog and shared posts, all those who pointed out
mistakes or errors and expressed their support and appreciation. It is only through all of you that the BIGSAS

blog has come to life and it is also only through you that it will continue to stay alive.

Now it is time for me to say gooc/bye to the BIGSAS admin team and hand the b/og over fo my Co//eogues.

Who knows, maybe | might still conduct interviews in the future, as the interaction with each and every one

of you has been the highlight of my time at BIGSAS.

Dina Sodjodon
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